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PREFACE 


On September 25 1985 Governor George Deukmejian signed 

into law A B 2104 (Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) 
This legislation established under the administration of 
the California State Archives a State Government Oral 
History Program to provide through the use of oral history 
a continuing documentation of state policy development as 
reflected m California’s legislative and executive 
history 

The following interview is one of a series of oral 
histories undertaken for inclusion in the state program 
These interviews offer insights into the actual workings 
of both the legislative and executive processes and policy 
mechanisms They also offer an increased understanding of 
the men and women who create legislation and implement 
state policy Further they provide an overview of issue 
development in California state government and of how both 
the legislative and executive branches of government deal 
with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their 
contributions to and influence on the policy process of 
the state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government 
as well as legislative staff advocates members of the 
media and other people who played significant roles m 
specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to 
California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work 
cooperatively with oral history units at California 
colleges and universities to conduct interviews this 
program is structured to take advantage of the resources 
and expertise in oral history available through 
California’s several institutionally based programs 



Participating as cooperating institutions in the State 
Government Oral History Program are 


Oral History Program 
History Department 

California State University Fullerton 

Oral History Program 

Center for California Studies 

California State University Sacramento 

Oral History Program 
Claremont Graduate School 

Regional Oral History Office 

The Bancroft Library 

University of California Berkeley 

Oral History Program 

University of California Los Angeles 


The establishment of the California State Archives State 
Government Oral History Program marks one of the most 
significant commitments made by any state toward the 
preservation and documentation of its governmental 
history It supplements the often fragmentary historical 
written record by adding an organized primary source 
enriching the historical information available on given 
topics and allowing for more thorough historical analysis 
As such the program through the preservation and 
publication of interviews such as the one which follows 
will be of lasting value to current and future generations 
of scholars citizens and leaders 


John F Burns 
State Archivist 


July 27 1988 


This interview is printed on acid-free paper 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Richard A Martinez was born in 1943 in Los Angeles 
California He attended Los Angeles public schools and 
graduated from John Marshall High School in 1962 He 
attended Los Angeles City College between 1964 and 1970 
He married Lily Diaz in 1964 and had two children Susan 
and Vincent In 1962 he joined the California National 
Guard and was discharged in 1968 with the rank of staff 
sergeant 

While he was in the National Guard he was among the 
troops mobilized to patrol Watts during the August 1965 
riots He was impressed with the differential treatment 
given black and white detainees This had a profound 
effect on him which together with his childhood interests 
in human rights and current affairs led him to a lifelong 
commitment to social activism 

He became involved m the United Mexican-American 
Students (UMAS) and the Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de 
Aztldn (MECHA) while attending Los Angeles City College and 
in 1970 was involved m Catolicos por la Raza a grass¬ 
roots effort to demand greater social responsibility from 
the Catholic diocese in the Mexican community of Los 
Angeles From 1969 to 1971 he was the vice president of 
the Congress of Mexican-American Unity In 1972 he served 
as Raul Ruiz s campaign manager in La Raza Unida party s 
campaign in the Forty-eighth Assembly District special 
election 

From 1975 to 1977 Martinez received organizational 
training at the Industrial Areas Foundation in Chicago 
Illinois In 1978 he became an organizer for the United 
Neighborhood Organizations (UNO) in Los Angeles and m 1981 
joined the Community Organizations for Public Service 
(COPS) m San Antonio Texas In 1982 he became a field 
director for the Southwest Voter Registration Education 
Project (SWVREP) in San Antonio and in 1988 became the 
executive director of that body based in Los Angeles 
California This interview focuses on his critical 
observations of the 1970 and 1980 reapportionment efforts 
among Mexican-Americans 
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[Session 1 April 12 1990] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side A] 

VASQUEZ Mr Martinez to begin this oral history why 
don't you give me some background on your own 
personal development--where you come from where 
you were educated that sort of thing 9 
MARTINEZ All right Born and raised here in Los 

Angeles I was born xn 1943 in Our Queen of 
Angels Hospital which is no longer m 
existence Most of my life growing up I spent m 
what we call now the Echo Park-Silver Lake area 
of Los Angeles I went to grammar schools in 
those areas Cortez Street School—a school that 
no longer exists It's under the Hollywood 
Freeway now Elyslan High School which has a 
unique history It was in the early to mid¬ 
fifties that I went to that school At the time 
that area was called Red Gulch up at Echo Park 
Avenue I went to school with the sons and 
daughters of a number of people who were 
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blacklisted One of my teachers was blacklisted 
my sixth-grade teacher I attended a junior high 
called Thomas Starr King Junior High and then 
[John] Marshall High School which was also 
unique in that those two schools drew students 
from the Los Feliz area and the Silver Lake 
area So I had the opportunity to go to school 
with literally the sons and daughters of the 
politically powerful and [those prominent] in the 
entertainment industry The well-known I went 
to school with What's her name 9 From the 

Mamas and the Papas ' 7 
Mama Cass ' 7 Not Cass ' 7 
No 

Oh the woman [Michelle Phillips] that came out 
in that sitcom [ One Day at a Time ] right * 7 
Yes I went to school with her and her sister 
I went to school with Eric Younger who is now 
Judge Eric Younger and who is the son of Evelle 
[J ] Younger I went to school with Tom Quinn 
whose father was [Joseph] Joe Quinn deputy mayor 
to [Mayor Samuel W ] Sam Yorty at the time I 
went to school with a lot of people that I did 
not realize at the time And that affected the 
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kind of school that we were in 
Why'? 

Well because at that school even though I was 
making C's and D’s which frustrated me m 
effect compared to East L A schools they were 
B's and A's compared to East L A schools because 
the quality of the teachers that those high 
schools were drawing because of the families 
They were demanding good education for their 
students for their children For public 
schools there was a very high standard of 
teachers at those schools They were college- 
level professors as I look back So that really 
affected me a lot It affected the way I saw the 
world It gave me a middle-class look at the 
world Because at that time that was a very 
potent high school in its population and its 
teaching 

What did it do to you in terms of your own view 
of your nationality or ethnicity 9 
At that time it alienated me because my 
alternative was Belmont High School I came from 
the Echo Park area which was becoming a rough 
neighborhood quote unquote rough 
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neighborhood Gangs were growing and what have 
you And my parents were both educated My 
father [Salvador Martinez] was educated m 
Mexico He came here as a young man to continue 
law studies The U S schools would not take his 
degree So he ended up being a salesman But he 
was an educated and cultured man My mother 
[Camila Gutierrez Martinez] also was an educated 
sophisticated woman So in effect they were 
Both came from Mexico? 

No My mother was born here in Kansas City 
Missouri but she was raised in Los Angeles My 
parents in effect—not by income level but by 
their background and their raising--were middle- 
class They were—to use a socialist term—they 
were the brown bourgeoisie So there was 
almost a sociological gap between myself and 
these children of families around me And that 
drew my affinity over to Marshall and literally 
transferred me out of Belmont I never spent a 
day at Belmont Transferred from Belmont to 
Marshall All of my friends that I had 
associated with were going to Marshall High 
School or King Because King was a junior high 
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school that was between the two schools And it 
fed both high schools Well my friends had 
become all of these people Included in that 
group of people who She didn't have to 

transfer over but went with me to King Junior 
High and was part of all of that transference was 
Yolanda Nava We went to junior high school 
together And I didn't realize that Yolanda was 
Mexicana until I met her when I was an adult 
You know it never dawned on me that Nava was 
Mexican-Amencan Because Yolanda was very 

middle-class also and associated more with the 
Anglo students the ones who came from Los Feliz 
Hills and the Silver Lake area So it was a very 
interesting time of my life of being raised 
You mentioned that you got poor grades But were 
you a good student? 

I was a curious student I have what I 
rationalize and call writer's block I hate to 
write English was my worst subject and it 
created in me an aversion to writing But I was 
curious My favorite programs were the news at 
night on television I would rather look at a 
Time or Life magazine than look at a comic 
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book I was curious about the world I was 
curious about why things were I was very 
curious So I pulled in a lot of knowledge a 
lot of information I had a very good memory 
also So I would read but my reading pace is 
still a slow reading pace I would absorb what I 
heard and saw So I survived based on what I was 
able to absorb and then spit out Math was a 
good subject for me 
Why was it' 7 

Oh because you didn’t have to read you didn’t 
have to write It was based on You know 

you observed what happens on the blackboard 
More by rote* 7 

Yes So I survived high school on the strength 
of memory and curiosity as opposed to intellect 
and reasoning so to speak [Laughter] 

When you were growing up who or what had the 
greatest impact on your social consciousness or 
awareness of political matters' 7 
1 1 ve thought about it My mother and a woman 
whom I treated as my grandmother I never knew 
my grandparents With the exception of my 
grandfather on my mother 1 s side I never knew my 
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grandparents They all died m the twenties 
But there was one woman Maria del Tiempo who 
was almost and still to this day is like my 
grandmother Her history is with the CSO 
[Community Service Organization] Her history is 
the Lure meatpacking strikes Her history is 
labor organizing Her history was all of these 
things And my mother was also of a liberal 
bent They influenced me greatly about fair 
play about a liberal view of life Maria 
probably influenced me to an extent about a 
progressive view of life 
Hold on a minute Between liberal and 
progressive 9 One was liberal and the other was 
progressive Tell me what that means in your 
mind 

To me liberal is being nice to people Being 
fair Progressive is being aggressive to make 
changes Trying new things that get reactions 
from the establishment Liberal is trying to 
negotiate with the existing order To make life 
better 

Did you see a difference between the two then 9 
Yeah yeah Because remember in that time 


MARTINEZ 
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there was [Reverend] Martin Luther King [Jr ] 
who was beginning to make the Selma march the 
Brown v Board of Education There was 
confrontation in the world and revolutionary 
movements were beginning at that time—Fidel 
[Castro] When I was growing up that's when 
Cuba had its revolution that's when Africa had 
its So there were these dichotomies occurring 
in life in the world that I saw Remember I 
said my favorite program was the news So I 
absorbed things I looked at things 
Did you discuss it with your mother and Maria del 
Tiempo ' 7 

Some Yeah Sometimes I would express my 
opinion My father was and still today is a very 
dominant very typical Mexicano He *s from 
Tepatitlan Jalisco It 1 s bad enough to be from 
Guadalajara But you've got to be from 
Tepatitlan to be really dominant domineering 
You know Los ninos no hablan [Children don't 
speak ] You just see them and then Ya es 
todo [That's all ] So my dad and I were m 
constant conflict Because he was born at the 
turn of the century in Tepatitlan Jalisco 
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Raised m Guadalajara in an upper-middle-class 
family My dad and I conflicted There were no 
opinions between us There were only brawls I 
don't mean physical just brawls And it wasn't 
a fair fight A nine-year-old child trying to 
discuss world politics with a father from 
Jalisco Just kiss it off 

So my mother was my sounding board the 
place I could be a bright child Because mothers 
will suffer all right? [Laughter] Even nine- 
year-olds professing to be omnipotent in the 
matter of knowledge of world and life So you 
know I grew up in that era And my high school 
also—and here was the irony—was one of the high 
schools It used to happen in L A Unified 

[School District] during Passover Rosh Hashanah 
Yom Kippur—the high holy days of the Jewish 
community—certain high schools were denuded of 
students in those days Literally it was like 
having a holiday because there were no 
About half of the people in class And in some 
high schools no one showed up They just closed 
the damned school down because the students 


weren't there So at Marshall there were a lot 
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of Jewish students And this was the Jewish 
area community that became the liberals These 
were the Silver Lake liberals So the environ¬ 
ment—my environment—in total was middle-class 
bright liberal—not progressive at that point 
Liberal It was a changing world It was caught 
m a scene between the pre-World War II and post 
World War II Something was coming and nobody 
knew what it was It was just this kind of 
It T s what is called Happy Days 
The late fifties 9 

The late fifties It was Happy Days you 
know We could work on cars And then there was 
my engagement with the Chicanos--the Mexicanos 
the Chicanos--in my school 
Tell me about that 

Because the Chicanos at high school were from 
Frogtown 
Right 
And 
Which 
It's a 

It's Atwater [Village ] 9 

Yeah It's Atwater And that little space 
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between Riverside Drive and the river ' 7 And 
Toonerville 
Toonerville yes 

You know there were some Echo Parks there So 
there were Los Locos on our campus And the 
home boys Of course no one was called 
that We were called chucos 1 And Chicanos at 
that time Chicano you know that was degrada¬ 
tion You could get hit by a Mexican for calling 
him a Chicano m those days In those days we 
were beaners That was the nerd term used for 
us Hey beaner’ You never hear it anymore 
Not to our face anyway 9 

Not to our face at least So in this one high 
school in this one place was all of this which 
was unique I mean in Belmont you would go over 
there and it was a fairly homogeneous student 
body It was homogeneous m its educational 
base It was an environment of keeping as 
opposed to educating 
Right 

Go back and take a look at those schools Even 
my cousin who was a teacher told my mother Get 
him out of Belmont Don't let him go to 
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Belmont We didn't have a clear understanding 
of what he meant I understand it now His name 
is Ben G6mez He was an activist himself 
Uh-huh 

So I came out of that environment 
When did you graduate from high school 9 
I graduated in winter of '62 1962 from high 

school I came out of a liberal environment that 
appreciated what was going on in the South 
Martin Luther King The sit-ins The marches 
That was something that was positive m our 
life The other influence that I had was 
I don't know I can't call it religious because 
the religious involves spirituality and I really 
question my own spirituality in life But I 
would say almost theological That would be more 
accurate I went to Catholic school for two 
years 

When was this 9 
In 1951 

What grades would that be 9 

First grade barely and a little bit of second 
grade I flunked the first grade in Catholic 
school I mean we’re talking serious you know 



13 


VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


VASQUEZ 


MARTINEZ 


VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 

VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


way over here man 
What school was it? 

Our Lady of Loreto And man it was like 
Now that I look at the movie Going My Way with 
Barry Fitzgerald and I mean that was the 
Catholic school I went to And Bells of St 
Mary Of course the nuns were not these wise 
and wonderful group of people They were heavy 
hitters There were some wise and wonderful and 
there were some real mean women 

What [Manuel] Manny Aragon from New Mexico calls 

the sisters of the vicious blood [Laughter] 

That's it exactly My first-grade teacher was 

that one I literally played hooky from 

school Irony was I played hooky from school to 

watch President [Dwight D ] Eisenhower 

inaugurated the first time on TV 

Way back then huh 7 

Way back then 

Did you identify with him 7 

I identified with him because he was a hero 
Remember when I was a youngster World War II 
was less than ten years old And the heroes were 
the real" heroes There were two heroes 
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[General Douglas] MacArthur was a hero 
Right 

Eisenhower And they were all still vigorous 
men [General Omar] Bradley Eleanor 
Roosevelt All those They were vigorous 
people And they were our national heroes As 
it happens in our history those national heroes 
move into the public arena So that caught my 
imagination So I played hooky and I got 
caught And the nuns recommended to my parents 
that I was incorrigible They recommended 
private schooling for them Military academy 
Is that right 9 

That I was incorrigible Imagine nuns in a 
Catholic school saying that they can't handle a 
kid That's heavy stuff [Laughter] And that 
they recommend military academy for that kid 
[Laughter] We're talking heavy shit 
[Laughter] And later my father 
In the first and second grade already huh 9 
That's right Later in life I was impressed 
with myself when I realized the enormity of what 
these women were saying to my parents that this 
kid is a real mean incorrigible kid I look 
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back at myself I wasn't I was a wuss I 
mean my first day m Catholic school scared the 
hell out of me I cried all day long This is 
not what you call an incorrigible kid This is 
one scared kid 
Uh-huh 

So you know But there m that setting I was 
taught a set of values in a real organized way 
Love your brother Love your neighbor Love of 
family Thou shalt not kill Those elemental 
values were raised up to me on a daily basis 
either through the ritual or to the catechism 
And in my life I began to associate that to the 
point where m movies I would always root for the 
underdog I was always moved by great people who 
did good things Of course in the movies they 
just showed the good things They never show 
But nonetheless it influenced my 
thinking So you put that together with what my 
mother and Maria and this other liberal to 
middle-class environment and out pops me 
Which is? 

Someone who asks the question Why am I here ' 5 
I was asking that question as a teenager I 
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don’t know exactly when Why am I here? And 
What is our role in life 7 What is the role of 
people in life 7 ' I mean it seemed incongruous 
to me that people were born into this life to get 
up every morning and to go to bed at night until 
they die That there was something why we were 
here And it seemed to me that why we were here 
was to become continuously better in what was 
here before me I mean before us Now again 
I only saw the world through the eyes of tele¬ 
vision When I saw people in poverty on 
television it hurt my heart It didn't strike 
anger m me m a political sense or the pragmatic 
side But it hit the heart That this is not 
right That’s not right That whole sense of 
That's not fair That's not right There are 
other psychological factors that I have found out 
later on in life 

One I supported the introduction But 

part of why I was always for the underdog--even 
in a football game—[was] because it seemed to me 
that life needed to be fair to those who did not 
have a voice And life was not fair There was 
a responsibility m life that if all there was 
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was making money or just getting up and going to 
bed and m just enjoying yourself and being 
impervious to what was going on m the rest of 
the world then that didn't seem to be a purpose 
in life 

I also didn’t want to be forgotten I said 
to myself You know I don't know who my 
grandmother was Or my grandfather was No 
one's told me about them I mean these were 
human beings breathing people There was no 
family legacy or story or legend to pass down 
from generation to generation That this man 
lived This woman lived existed and did these 

things And we rejoice m them This is part of 
our family and we should be proud of it I 
said I want to be remembered m my family I 
want my great-great-grandchildren to say 'This 
man lived ' And that was another one of my 
driving factors 

You already had this kind of mentality as a 
teenager? 

Yes 

So what did you do when you left high school ' 7 
Then I started screwing up 
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Explain 

See when I left high school I had an ironic 
confluence of events in my life I contracted in 
high school what was called a perineunal cyst 
It's an ingrown zit but it's on the tailbone 
what was called the coccyx of the tailbone By 
the time I started taking care of it the medical 
doctors didn't know how to handle that real 
well So I was literally for almost a year 
laid up I went through two three surgeries I 
couldn't move on a daily basis I had to lay on 
my stomach every day So I didn't go to 
college I started going to college at Los 
Angeles City College [LACC] Then I dropped out 
within a few weeks because of this damned 
thing So I was cut off at that point from my 
peers from high school Of course my grades 
weren't good enough 

In high school the other thing that pissed 
me off was that a high school counselor wouldn't 
recommend for me to go on to college And my 
greatest dream was to go to college Because my 
grades weren't great he would not recommend I go 
to college I also wanted to be an air force 
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pilot I had this drafting teacher who had been 
an air force pilot in the Second World War A 
group of us once was talking with him and I told 
him what I wanted to be He said You ain't 
never going to make it Just boooh' So I 
ended up at LACC But two weeks or a few weeks 
then I was gone and I was in the hospital I was 
out for nine months nine months to a year 
something like that Finally one of the doctors 
said You know what you ought to do * 7 Just go to 
the army 9 I said Why 9 Because they know 

how to handle this This is a problem that's 

common in the army because of jeeps and the 
vehicles and all those kind of crap So I 
signed up for the National Guard 
There is some irony to this 9 

I signed up for the National Guard with a friend 
of mine [Dennis James] who signed up for the 
National Guard X couldn't go still because I 
had this damned thing And the army didn't want 
to take me in at that point So my friend went 
ahead of me Finally the doctor said Look 
I'm just going to write you a note Go They'll 
take care of you So I go there I ended up in 
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Fort Ord [California] for six months and within 
three weeks the army had cleared up my cyst 
The damnedest thing I have never had a problem 
with it since 

I got back The friend whom I went into the 
army with and I went out one night and we had a 
couple of beers shot pool Going home we had 
an automobile accident My friend was killed 
and I ended up in the hospital So that kept me 
out of things for a while So I went to work at 
J W Robinson's as a clerk a stock clerk and 
that was one of my first tastes—my few first 
tastes—of being Mexican 
What does that mean ' 7 

Well when I was about nineteen eighteen years 
old my parents were having problems My mother 
was thinking about getting divorced from my 
father So she started looking for apartments 
She said Do you want to go? I said Yes 
I’ll go with you Because my affinity was with 
my mother not with my father So she called 
around to some apartments and one place asked 
her if she was Mexican She said yes He said 
"Sorry We ain't renting to Mexicans 


This was 
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L A 

Then when I worked at Robinson's there were 
a lot of Mexicanas who worked in the stock area 
especially preparing the clothes When they come 
m boxes they’re all wrinkled So you've got to 
prepare them A lot of Mexicanas So they spoke 
Spanish and what have you You know who thinks 
about those kinds of things 7 
Did you speak Spanish then 7 

I understood I read and I wrote Spanish I 
spoke it very brokenly because my parents did not 
speak it that much to me and engaged me to 
speak But they would speak Spanish 
Among themselves 7 

Among themselves My father's English is 
decent He's got an accent My mother's English 
is perfect and her Spanish is good Almost 
perfect But they never engaged me I think 
part of that was And my mother denies it 

to this day But I remember having this 
conversation where she said I would rather you 
not have an accent to survive 
It's common 

Yeah And to this day we have you know this 
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debate You know not a heated thing It's not 
a big issue But you know they would speak 
Spanish and what have you We had this 
supervisor who one day pulled us all together 
His name was Gillen And he told everybody he 
said that he had some complaints from some of the 
workers that the Mexican women were speaking 
Spanish and they didn't understand it And it 
wasn't right You're in America now You've 
got to speak English From now on you're going 
to speak English around here ' Well me like a 
pendejo [fool] --I'm only about twenty years 
old—I pipe up at the whole bunch I said Wait 
a minute That's not right Why can't we have 
the right to speak Spanish ' 7 I mean it' s not 
hurting anybody No one's going And 

Gillen his eyes just went up like this He 
said Well that's because that's company policy 
now That's the way it's going to be Let's all 
break up now Martinez over here He told me 
that if I didn’t change that if I was going to 
retain that I'm fired At the time I didn't 
know shit from shinola Ah fuck it Do what 
you want to do So I stayed I didn't raise an 
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issue out of it But I'm leaving a couple of 
days later and one of the Mexicanos with the 
secretarial group of staff pulls me aside and 
says His name is Guillen [Laughter] I 
said Oh man Son of a bitch [Laughter] 

I was really shocked I was shocked What the 
[Pauses] is this 9 That’s when things began to 
become a little more crystalized That kind of 
event And then I began to realize and people 
would tell me the different things 

I had a friend from San Antonio Ralph 
Cort6s who worked with me at Robinson's Good 
looking kid real sociable what have you He 
was trying to date this young Anglo lady who 
worked upstairs and what have you And one day 
we were having a conversation I said How are 
things going 9 ' Blah blah blah I don’t even 
remember how exactly but he told me that the 
girl was having a hard time dating him because 
her mother didn't like Mexicans That shocked 
me You know these things started hitting me 
I said What the hell is going on here 9 
You were what about twenty-one years old then 9 
Twenty-one I began to connect between—more of 
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a connection—between Martin Luther King with the 
black experience and our experience with them 
There are similarities I'm realizing that there 
was not the total parallel but there were these 
similarities 

Then along came my next experience [with 
racism] while in the National Guard m 1960 No 
1965 Watts riots hits Damn* I see it down in 
Watts And I'm in the California National Guard 
Armored Infantry Unit in Glendale They called 
us I mean I got a call that worked Get 
here Now I was a corporal in charge of not 
a squad but a team A squad is made up of two 
teams In charge of a team So I get there 
And like all young men and all men under arms 
the opportunity to engage in battle is the most 
romantic high point of your experience Believe 
me Did a soldier ever tell you Well I don’t 
know I don't They look for that 

Because that's what you are We're trained 
What have you I mean everybody showed up 
They put us under arms and it was a bizarre 
experience I could understand what it's like 
going to war now 
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That evening was a Friday evening I 
remember it was a Friday evening They loaded us 
up—weapons what have you--and they took us to a 
Bob 1 s Big Boy in Glendale We all got our 
hamburgers to take down the freeway And here we 
were in Glendale Friday night people were 
going to parties There's this company--military 
company—trucks lined up full of soldiers what 
have you heading out We got into Watts and 
you could see the flames from the freeway—from 
the Harbor Freeway--all over the place We 
pulled into Watts and it was a whole different 
scene The places were blown out People were 
walking Black people are walking in and out of 
the stores looting what have you They took us 
down to the police station near the police 
station And literally the cops the whole 
police division at that police station I 

think there was the 103d holed up m the police 
precinct house We pulled into a park near that 
area I went down recently for the first time 
in--damn--since I’ve been there It has changed 
a lot obviously Pulled into a park They 
unloaded us We got into the phalanx and we 
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started sweeping down the street But this 
street was a street of small shops There were 
cars overturned water all over the place stores 
blown up They had been hit by bombs Debris 
I mean it was quiet all over the place It was 
bizarre We swept through and as we swept past 
the police they came up behind us They could 
come out now We swept through the streets and 
we opened out a perimeter For two to three 
days we were on perimeter there And there was 
sniper fire going on 

But what began to really hit home were 
several incidents When we started getting fired 
on I was caught m the floodlights I was 
rolling and I said I'm m fucking combat I 
made it 

In your own city 9 

In my own city At one time I rolled over a 
wall when a shop started getting fired I hit 
near the wall and another guy rolled over on the 
other side of the wall with me And he says to 
me I'm hit 1 I said What the fuck are you 
talking about? You're hit 9 We're in L A 
You're not hit I turned around and he had 
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been hit like this A bullet came and hit him in 
the thumb It went right through his arm His 
bone was sticking out I said 'Fuck You 
know this is getting weird So we rushed him 
down to the police station what have you 

But I was in charge of a barricaded area of 
the street going into this area and there were 
houses up in this direction The way we had set 
it we had set the barricades like this So your 
car would have to do this They were staggered 
barriers so the cars would have to serpentine 
coming down the street What happened was three 
cars—no more than three cars--tried to come 
through First a truck came through Firing 
Two black guys 
Firing 9 
Firing 

Trying to crash your barricades 9 
Yeah Trying to And we opened up I mean 
those guys didn’t survive We opened up The 
truck hit a post and then I don't know 

how they were pulled out of there or what have 
you And I went into the truck to try and pull 
the truck out of there We wanted to get it out 
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of the way And where the driver's head was 
there was a hole this big And the windshield— 
fooey Two black guys So now the residents 
down the street they're saying Oh shit’ So 
they're out in their streets As cars are coming 
back they're stopping people The residents are 
stopping people stopping cars Go back Go 
back Go back They’ll kill you They'll kill 
you Turn around Okay 

Another car came through A Mercury I’ll 
never forget it was a Mercury Full of kids 
Teenagers They came up and then they gunned 
the car And they started pulling through I 
mean moving They opened up They crashed into 
a wall I think there were three or four One 
of them was left alive The cops came out And 

they pulled the guys Come out Get out of 

there No You come out You come out You 
know The door opened up and a little dog ran 
up They made the kid crawl out of a car And 
across the street nobody's at the curb All 
shut up before the ambulance would pick him up 
They were Mexicanos 
The cops 7 
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No The kids 
Is that right? 

The kids They were Chicanos They were 
Mexicanos That kind of struck me Kind of' 7 
That struck me* I just And then another 

car tried to do the same thing Black But then 
the dichotomy hit About three or four o'clock 
in the morning Now none of these 
What time' 7 

About three or four o 1 clock in the morning Then 
this other car comes rolling through at three or 
four o'clock I mean just highballing it And 
it's a car full of Anglo kids No one fired 
Finally as the car was coming down this crazy- 
ass lieutenant jumped out in front of them with a 
45 Aims the 45 straight at the head of the 
oncoming car And the car comes to a screeching 
halt We pulled the kids out They were 
teenagers Older teenagers Three of them Two 
boys and a girl We opened up the trunk of their 
car You know what we found? Molotov 
cocktails Yeah 
Did you ever find out why 7 
No I mean we were just 
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We were just the 
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soldiers -there and what have you They were 
hauled off Molotov cocktails Then another 
crew from channel 4 KNBC came rolling 
through They wouldn’t stop I mean we're 
talking now Here's serious dumb This 

location has killed at least three people and 
these dumbshits come rolling through They 
finally stopped The only thing that saved them 
was that they were Anglos Anglos were never 
fired on We fired on the blacks and the 
Chicanos with impunity That will make you think 
about life 

What was the view then 7 Was it commented upon 7 
No What they did with me And this was 

what later I realized that they were doing I 
didn't understand it at that time Because it 
was my unit at that location I was called before 
the grand jury to give testimony on the killing 
of the Chicanos—it didn't strike me at that 
point--so that there could be a ruling of 
justifiable homicide What struck me was they 
pulled a Mexican 
Pulled a Martinez 

To legitimize the killing of Mexicans 
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To legitimize the killing of Mexicans 

You were not asked to testify to the killing of 

the blacks 0 

No Or anything else Just that It's in a 
book called Rivers of Blood 1 something like 
that It was a book written by a researcher 
afterwards It became a textbook in some 
sociology classes in the sixties and seventies 
And I'm m there because of my testimony I 
mean my life has been a strange evolution So I 
went [back] to Los Angeles City College 
Is that after you got well and got out of the 
reserves 9 

No I was still m the reserves because I had a 
six-year obligation You had six years and what 
have you I started going back to Los Angeles 
City College I just said 'Look I just need to 
get my education This is crazy 
But isn't this where you got involved 
politically 9 

Two things happened to me First of all being 


1 Conot Robert E Rivers of Blood Years of 
Darkness The Unforgettable Classic Account of the Watts 
Riot Toronto New York Bantam Books 1967 





VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


32 


get married [Laughter] Oh man Why me 7 I 
know why me Because my glands got 
overwhelmed The Jalisco came up in me 
[Laughter] 

Who was your wife then? 

What was her name 7 Lily Diaz And then Lily 
Martinez She wasn’t connected to school Now I 
got involved with UMAS [United Mexican-American 
Students] at that time at LACC It was a way I 
found of being me a little more I mean there 
are some things I have gone through in my life 
since then that helped me see some of the 
psychological reasons why I also understand 
some of the political reasons why My own 
psychological reasons But during that time I 
had worked for Dow Chemical [Company] Places 
like that And I had seen one of the first MAPA 
[Mexican-American Political Association] conven¬ 
tions I hadn't been there I had seen it 
either in the paper or the TV I saw a bumper 
sticker You know what it said? 'Chicano on the 
move 

You liked that? 

I said 'That’s all right ” Two things "On the 
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move and Chicano That was me It was for 
me 

But why 9 You never had an affinity to your own 9 
I never had an affinity to my own in the sense of 
the Chicano community I had affinity to 
Mexicano culture I mean my home we had 
poesia [poetry] My father ran with people who 
were of an intellectual bent from Mexico Not 
Chicanos from here So in my home on Sundays 
there would be drinking But there would be 
poetry reading Mexicano—I mean not Mexicano 
but Latino poetry reading by some of the 
people There would be discussions of Mexicano 
culture There would be opera There would be 
singing I mean to me my greatest songs that 
tear up my heart from a child Maria bonita " 

Las golondrinas "La borrachita Barca de 
oro I mean these were all songs of my 
youth I heard them You know I know Vamos & 

tepa I remember going to sleep at night when 

people were singing Vamos a tepa as a child 
You know I was Mexicano in that sense More of 
Mexico than of the Chicano from here [United 


States] 
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And that's what attracted you to UMAS 9 
That there was that 
Side A] 

1 Side B] 

There was a positive aspect of being who I am 
UMAS and Chicano on the move were 
affirmations Up until then remember—you know 
forties fifties-- being Mexican for many 
Mexicanos was something that you were quiet 
about Because desaparecido [the disappeared] 
is first used here in the United States not in 
Mexico Desaparecido means someone who was 
Guillen and now is Gillen 
Uh-huh Right 

Who was Martinez now is Martin That’s what 
desaparecido means That making it m 
California here means becoming Anglocized Being 
what we were was not positive you know 
There was no future in it 

And you know going to our grammar schools 
junior highs high schools The history books 9 
There was nothing positive there There was 
nothing I mean they didn't even talk about the 
negative of Joaquin Murieta I didn’t know about 
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Joaquin Muneta until college But there wasn’t 
anything there whether he was positive or 
negative So along come these people after all 
this going on in my life and they are being 
aggressively positive They were making a 
negative a positive and it attracted me with a 
sense of pride The kind of pride and enjoyment 
I had about You know I used to be 

When the poesia came on I would go outside and 
just say iMe que pesado’’ [How heavy’] 

Because a lot of it is very heartfelt Ya ve en 
cortejo --I'll always remember that one Whew' 
Anyway here's all this positiveness about being 
' Hey we are who we are We have good history 
We have ’este ' [this] And I like this shit 
you know 9 I like sticking it to someone This 
is the time that I can turn around with the 
Guillens and what have you There was an 
untapped anger And the Chicano movement did 
that It tapped an untapped anger Some people 
carried it out in a neurotic fashion Some 
people carried it out healthily Some people 

But it tapped that that point you know 
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Yeah And you could see it As more people came 
to this you could see it m the things that 
occurred We started out MASA [Mexican-American 
Students Association] UMAS MECHA [Movimiento 
Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan] There was that 
change There was all these things And there 
was that momentum And the momentum carried me 
along I found myself drawn into being more 
aggressive in MECHA Wanting to change UMAS to 
MECHA Jaime Solis Sager comes down from 
[University of California] Berkeley and says 
Hey you guys We’re not MECHA We're 
interested m Chicano de Aztlan Oh wow 

Whew That's pesado I said And that 
attracted a lot of us the more aggressive types 
Then there was this scene of the Mexican- 
American type and the Chicano type And UMAS and 
MASA there was a conflict inside there 
Right 9 So the aggressive ones won out because 
they were just more aggressive So we changed to 
MECHA And we started saying What do we want 
to use 9 And we reached farther back We said 
Our symbol has got to be the Aztec symbol of 
war ' Somebody came up to me This is the 
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Aztec symbol * That's it Get it Get it 
That's the one 

I still have one of those buttons 
You still have one of those buttons 9 
A very rare one 

Yeah And I said That was the LACC's 

chapter that said Just do it That’s the 
one We make our statement and we make our stand 
here and now 

Black and red on a white field 9 
There you go And all of these things of our 
history the positives became newer and new and 
they were exciting They were exciting And it 
made us more aggressive So we began to figure 
out At the same time there was the Black 

Panther [party] and there was this wave of being 
challenging and aggressive and as some people 
say A neurotic need to be struck back at 
Some people say A rebirth I don’t know what 
the hell it was Because some people were 
neurotic and some people were healthy Hell I 
don’t know what the hell it was But we made 
this mad dash 

At LACC we had a group of young people who 
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were playing with left-wing ideology in MECHA 
Then there were the cultural nationalists I 
tended to be caught somewhere in somebody's 
scene because the cultural nationalism was a 
little too much and the left-wing ideology was 
just a little too unconnected for me But we all 
moved together because there was nothing that 
really separated us out So we got MECHA and we 
became aggressive on LACC We pulled some 
strikes and we did this and did that to get 
reactions and to get responses We wanted 
Chicano offices we wanted Chicano So we 

started doing all those things 

Then we moved into going after the 
[Catholic] church I got the idea of going after 
the church from what the blacks did with the 
Episcopalians in New York I forget what the 
guy's name was And I met him later on But he 
marched into the church and he took over the 
pulpit and he made this demand from the black 
community Little did I know it was a setup We 
were just going to go and get him 

So we got together and said "You know what 
we need to do° We’ve got our own church We've 
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got the Catholics And look at all the money we 
give them And look how little comes back 
Where is their advocacy for jobs? Where is their 
advocacy for education? Where is their advocacy 
for people 7 This guy sits on corporate boards 
They have the stock They ought to use that for 
leverage and we ought to demand it Bueno ? 

Dale gas' [Good 1 Give it gas’] 

Was this Cardinal [James Francis] McIntyre 7 
McIntyre That was McIntyre So we published in 
our newspaper called El Machete Our publication 
was about the Catholic church We even went down 
took a photograph of St Basil's [Church] 

Was this the origin of Catdlicos [por la Raza] 7 
Catolicos yeah Because then Richard Cruz got 
ahold of us and said Look we're over here at 
Loyola Law School We are doing something How 
about us getting together and starting to work on 
this 7 So that's when I also began to get closer 
to Joe Razo Raul Ruiz Fred Lopez--the whole La 
Raza group La Raza newspaper group So La Raza 
paper the law students and at least the LACC 
MECHA began to converge together in a working 


group 
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This was 1970 7 

Nineteen sixty-nine St Basil 1 s was I 

think maybe you’re right I thought it was '69 
New Year’s Eve right? 

Christmas Eve 
Christmas Eve 

But we only had a couple of confrontations We 

had one confrontation before that I don't know 

if you know about that one 

Tell me about that 

Now the dioceses and offices 

Oh when you went into the offices 7 

We crashed and stormed I mean I'm the one 

that Because it was Raul some loco and 

myself who went in to talk to the representative 

of the cardinal And the guy said No You're 

not going to see him And the guy who was with 

us just blew up and said You motherfuckers’ 

You never do Blah blah blah And 

we're in this one room the four of us I said 
What the fuck is going on here 7 So he said 
This is it I'm never talking to you So we 

start to walk out and everybody else was waiting 
there And I'm the last one going out I got 
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ahold of the door I forget who looks at me and 
says Do you think we ought to talk to the 
cardinal'* I said I think we ought to talk to 
the cardinal So a priest catches the same 
handle and grabs ahold of the door I pull the 
door away from him and we all go rushing m 
From everywhere compressing through the 
hallway And they start heading from one door 

We said That door Go get it So we went to 

that door and there were some priests on the 
other side A couple of people hit the door and 
there were just So I just took a running 

fly at the door and crashed into it And there 
was McIntyre standing behind his desk turning 
red saying "Call the police’ Call the 
police’ Call the police’ [Laughter] What was 
the guy’s name 9 He was a big burly bishop 
there No no no your eminence No no no 
your eminence No we don’t want that We don’t 
want that We don’t want that So we had this 
sit-down confrontation with McIntyre at that 
time And it was taped by Patricia Borj6n 
because she was wearing 
Patricia Borjdn 9 
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Yeah Because she was wearing a serape and 
underneath the serape was a tape recorder So 
she taped it I don't know if she still has 
that If she has it that’s a great thing So 

she taped it So that sort of led up to St 
Basil’s and the brawl at St Basil's Parallel 
to that I moved m with some of the—I guess— 
more the cultural nationalist MECHA chapters 
Before we go into that for the record 
Yeah 

give me your accounting of the events at 
St Basil’s 

Whew That was a fun night 
Christmas Eve? 

Christmas Eve We all 
In 1969 

We all got there and there were priests there 
with us and nuns 
With you as protesters 9 
As protesters 

What were your demands 9 What were you trying to 
accomplish 9 

Well we had worked it out We met at La Raza 
and we worked it out that three of us would be 
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speaking It would be Richard myself and I 
believe Raul The mastermind of all of this and 
the person you really want to talk about is Joe 
Razo Joe Razo to my way of thinking is one of 
my mentors Brilliant beyond compare Brilliant 
man [Laughter] And why Joe is who he is today 
and not what he could have been to this day I 
don't know I don't know But Joe Razo should 
have been what he could have been But that's 
another story 

Anyway so he had set it up 
The whole thing 7 

So we were going to go in a procession Open the 
doors go in a procession right in the middle of 
the [mass] And then after we've gone through 
procession everybody’s going to have candles 
Este y el otro [This and that ] Then we 
would turn around at the rail of the altar and 
Richard would say his thing Raul would say his 
thing and I would say my thing 
Which Richard was this? 

Richard Cruz 

This was Richard Cruz 7 

Yes Anyway so we get there and we had a mass 
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outside The poor people's mass we called 
it Because everybody was piling in Larry 
Hann a priest whose name I forget but who became 
an ex-priest [Laughter] It was a massacre in 
the diocese after that man Nuns were thrown 
out—Corita Kent I mean it was just a 

massacre We had this mass and then I forget 
what the trigger was Somebody said Let’s go 
in Let's all go in Now Oscar Acosta's 
there But he's wearing a suit and he's 
standing off at the side Oscar had been kind of 
trailing this thing all along 

Was he designated to be your attorney in case you 
needed it 7 

No [Laughter] That comes later So we had 
Mechistas Chicano law students activists Brown 
Beret types We had a good-size crowd So we 
all started going into the vestibule And there 
standing at the door were some big sons of 
bitches We later found out they were called 
Catolicos por la Ley or la Ley or something 
like that who were put together real quick to be 
ushers that night Well they had known we were 
coming We also didn't know that across the 
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street in the building--in the parking lot across 
the street—were a whole bunch of not just cops 
but tactical squads 

The Metro Squad [of the Los Angeles Police 
Department ] 9 

Metro Squad They were waiting for it I mean 
this was an ambush a blind shot ambush So we 
got into the vestibule and we start chanting 
Let the poor people in Let the poor people 
in Let the poor people in ' To this day I 
want to say Armando V&squez I don't think it 
was though It was somebody from Long Beach 
MECHA They had been partying that night and 
they came over And they were tomaditos 
[slightly drunk] We were moving closer and 
closer to the door and yelling Let the poor 
people in Let the poor people m 1 Well this 
guy--whoever it was--steps out from the crowd and 
just cold-cocked one of the guys standing at the 
door Then everything broke loose People hit 
the doors I don’t know where others came from 
from the outside I mean it just turned into a 
brawl I rushed towards the doors and the next 
thing I knew I had about four guys on top of 
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me I mean I’m down on my The irony was 

I had a watch The watchband broke and it fell 
to the ground And I just thought about my 
watch so I went down And I went down and 
protected my watch and I put my watch on And 
some big guy from California] State [University] 
Northridge—a monster Mexicano I forget the 
guy's name I think it was Carlos I forget 
He came up and started picking guys up off me 
When it got down to about two or three I was 
able—because I used the leverage of the floor— 
to just push the other two off I made a move 
for the door and the crush came in 

I got ahold of one of the guys at the door 
and I began to pull them off the door And there 
wasn't too much room for me to pull off So I 
just started pounding them on the door And I 
finally got onto You know just yanked 

them aside I grabbed ahold of the door handle 
and I put my foot right on the damned door You 
can see here on the KTLA tapes there's a burst 
of Let the poor people in And I'm pulling 

the door I got the door open I got the door 
open I said Man now we're going to get 
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in I'm pulling the door open and somebody 
grabs me underneath the [arms] and pulls me away 
from the door and outside It's David Ochoa 
Chicano law student What the hell did you 
do 9 Hey man You don't want to get 
arrested You know it's going to ruin your life 
if you get arrested now David I had the door 
open We could have gone in [Laughter] So I 
go running back in By this time Metro comes 
screaming in from the side just swinging clubs 
We were powerless at that point Because 
you know we were just yelling at them as they 
were backing us off Then they came in from the 
other side and they just hit the crowd So we 
started moving down We got out of the way A 
couple of people didn't and weren't so lucky I 
think Razo and Raul weren't lucky They got beat 
[up] Another guy got beat and was 
hospitalized I remember the young kid He was 
from Long Beach State [University] also People 
were beaten up what have you And I got out of 
there The irony was I remember that night my 
wife and I had had an automobile accident We 
just totaled our car and barely got home And 
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Richard Cruz was at my place 'We've got to 
go My wife is lumping She’s got bruises all 
over her You know if I was thinking 'I have 
to deal with some rules psychological things in 
my life You know I'll take care of my 
wife No She said I'll be okay She's in 
the truck And I took off [Laughter] 

To go to the 

To go to this demonstration Hijole [Oh boy] 

So what was the upshot of that demonstration 9 
The whole upshot was the—who was it—city 
attorney [Roger Arnebergh] the police went to 
the grand jury to get criminal conspiracy 
indictments on us felony charges The grand 
jury threw it out for lack of evidence So then 
they went to the city attorney to file 
misdemeanor charges And they got a man named 
Monsignor [Benjamin G ] Hawkes to file charges on 
us file a complaint And he filed a 
complaint And subsequent to that we were 
arrested 

The day we were arrested was the day that 
McIntyre retired from the cardinal's position and 
appointed [Cardinal Timothy] Manning The day we 
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were arrested’ And they treated us as political 
prisoners By that I mean there wasn't any 
harsh treatment As a matter of fact there was 
very respectful treatment Every time a guard 
came to our cell there was an attorney with 
him Those of us that had been busted they kept 
us in one cell They kept us away from all the 
other persons So through the whole process 
Well that’s a story in and of itself 
Eventually I ended up I was the one that 

had the largest I had eighteen counts on 

me 

All misdemeanors ' 7 

All misdemeanors Inciting a riot Six for 
inciting a riot Six for disrupting a religious 
service That’s against the law to disrupt a 
religious service And six for slugging a cop 
Assault on a police officer Because the guys 
who were up front were police officers 
Off duty but still police officers? 

Off duty but During the trial they 

boiled it down to three Everybody either 
carried either one two or three charges I was 
convicted When we went for sentencing We 
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had a lot of appeals 

Alicia Escalante went up before me for 
sentencing She had kept her distance from the 
rest of the defendants I don’t mean physical 
but legal distance from the rest of the 
defendants And the judge said to her that you 
have to do restitution and this and that what 
have you And she said Okay I’ll do that 
[I said] That's bullshit I ain't paying for 
those doors There’s a principle here I didn't 
do anything In one sense I didn't do it So 
I was the next one up after Alicia So the guy 
said He gave me the same thing-- 

restitution I said No I ain't going to do 
it The judge says What 9 ' I said 'I ain't 
going to do it The attorney pulled me aside 
I forget what this guy's name was You know 
what this means? I know what it means and I 
ain't going to do it Because I ain’t going to 
pay the motherfucker for the door And I ain't 
going to admit we were wrong We were right 
They're the ones that started beating on 
people I ain't copping to nothing here So 
they took a recess for about five minutes 
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checked the books and came back And they 
sentenced me 
What did you get 7 

I got I think about three months Six months 
jail time And then for good time I did about 
two and a half months 
In the county [jail]? 

The county yeah On the road Road gang So I 
went back into the holding cells And I was 
waiting I said Hey man We made our 
stand But nobody T s coming back in Oh 
man Don't tell me they didn't But finally 
someone—I forget who—Tony Salazar or Richard 
Cruz came back Tony he was laughing his ass 
off He said Man you don't know what happened 
out there after you left I said No What 
happened 7 Your wife after they took you away 
got so --the room was full-- so upset She 
jumped up and screamed at the judge and cursed 
him out and what have you And the whole place 
went up for grabs She went running out of the 
room and the police went chasing after them 
The whole room Everybody got out of the 
room Oh man [Laughter] Jesus Christ It 
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was silly Everybody started coming back in I 
said Holy shit 

So I spent my time on [road gang] again 
The good part about it is I lost weight I got 
buffed up I got three square [meals] I got 
healthy I even cleaned off all my traffic 
tickets 

They threw those in 7 

Yeah Antonio [H ] Rodriguez arranged with the 
judge for all my college traffic parking tickets 
to be run concurrently with the sentence That 
means I didn't have to pay them Whatever time I 
was spending already was going to be counted 
against the traffic So my traffic tickets 

were all cleared up And I learned something m 
jail We're all in jail I mean I watched the 
people who came in to visit people I watched 
the people who My family they came I 

was okay They were having a hard time And 
these people had control of me I said you 
know It's so damned simple to be controlled ' 

I began to see some analogies out there 

Then I also learned about jail life and 
cons [convicts] and people like that And I 
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realized it wasn t that liberal trip about the 
oppressed People who were going to jail learned 
how to become better criminals That's what it 
is It's a college to get better The bulls 
[guards] will tell you You ain’t here because 
you committed a crime You're here because 
you're stupid And the cons inside train each 
other on how not to be so stupid next time The 
futility of the whole experience' Jesus' You 
know I remember one night One day some guy was 
rolling out from the camp and we walked by 
him He was waiting for a ride for the van to 
come by Somebody said gratuitously 'Hey take 
care of yourself man I don't want to see you 
back here ' And this was a Chicano He just 
kind of figured it out and said Hey man This 
is half my life You don't have to [hear] the 
fucking sounds when you're inside This is half 
my life I mean that's depressing So I got 
out I was listening to people prisoners 
saying Hey man you don't know what the hell 
you're talking about It's a whole different 
world inside 

Did you ever get connected with or do any work 
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with Moe Aguirre and LUCHA [League of United 
Chicano Artists ] 7 

No way No boy (a) He scared me That was 

good enough to keep me away from him And (b) 
you didn’t have to have it drawn for you This 
guy was crooked He was bad Vampire was 
bad Vampiro Luis Diaz I mean 
He’s still around in this neighborhood 
You're kidding 
No I’m not 

Oh I don't even want to cross him [Laughter] 
You know what they represented to me Remember I 
told you there was that negative I felt 

in terms of Chicano and they wanted I saw 

the positive aggressive I felt good about 
that They represented the other side to me 
Violent but still aggressive 7 

Yeah And you know coming from a middle-class 
Chicano background those weren't the people that 
we wanted to know I’m not apologizing for it 
And I’m not excusing it I'm just telling you 
that's who I was 

That's ironic you see because if you remember 
at that time a lot of very middle-class students 
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got into the whole romanticization of the vato 
loco [gang members] and the pintos [ex¬ 
convicts] and the criminal element You never 
saw any mileage in that? 

No I never saw any mileage in it because I 
felt sorry for those guys They were victims 
but once they made their choice for many of 
them it was an irrevocable way of life 
Some people say they belong in jail 
Well I don’t know about belong in jail but 
they made an irrevocable decision about how they 
were going to live out their life And it was 
very different I learned while I was in jail 
that until that person said I want to change my 
life they were going to continue their way of 

life Most of them Most of them Because of 

drugs Because they had no other way Because 
their family life was of that environment and 
they knew nothing else Well because they were 
victims Completely out of control with their 
own destiny Once they made that irrevocable 
decision it's a bitch 

Because I also worked with gangs Doing 
gang intervention with a private group out of the 
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old GLACAA [Greater Los Angeles Community Action 
Agency] days down in Echo Park We tried to 
work [out] truces with gangs I'm telling you 
some of those guys are killers and there's just 
no redeeming [them] I mean one guy even told 
me that killing for him was like a sexual 
experience You get to that point Moe 
Aguirre You can feel sorry and feel bad and 
be angry about what created them But they are 
into themselves at that moment You have to 
protect yourself from them And Moe Aguirre you 
had to protect yourself from him 

That's again I think the difference 
between being truly radical and liberal Liberal 
would praise this You know So sorry You 
victim You hero of poverty Radical is Hey 
they had a rough life But you can't be fucking 
up the rest of your life And you can't do it to 
your own people That's radical Understand 
reality and work for the reality towards what the 
world should be Not trying to act as the way 
the world should be It's the way it is That's 
liberal 

So where did you go after jail in your 
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organizational or political experience * 7 
Well by that time I had to drop out of 
college I never finished college I 
transferred from LACC over to 'SC [University of 
Southern California] And most of my time at 
f SC I was either m jail or on trial In my 
organizational experience I did several 
things I was involved during the trial That's 
how crazy it got During the trial the second 
walk-outs I would lose a trial to go work and 
organize a second walk-out 
Were you indicted in the first thirteen? 

No No I wasn't 

But you were part of that I remember you were 

there 

Yeah 

I don't remember you being indicted 
Yeah The other thing was I went from MECHA to 
Congress of Mexican-American Unity Because I 
was out of college I went to Congress of 
Mexican-American Unity That's when Esteban 
Torres and I hooked up That's where I began to 
learn about TELACU [The East Los Angeles 
Community Union] You know the good the bad 
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and the ugly of it 

Then the congress began to move me from the 
environment of college to the environment of 
community organizing I was hooked up with 
Congress of Mexican-American Unity and then began 
to get closer to La Raza magazine At that time 
La Raza Unida [party] began to evolve and the 
National Chicano Moratorium My connection with 
the Moratorium was because the Congress of 
Mexican-American Unity was the official 
sponsoring organization of the Chicano 
Moratorium Because La Raza Unida had no 
structural legal base So Congress of Mexican- 
American Unity provided that structural legal 
base 

Were you the liaison 9 

No There was no liaison La Raza Unida would 
show up at the TELACU offices and Esteban and I 
would talk to them And I had my door opened up 
to Esteban's office So Esteban and I for about 
a year and a half we were fairly close And I 
got to see the workings of TELACU from the 
inside I wasn't too happy about some of them 
What was it you didn't like 9 
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The idea was a wonderful idea 
Which was originally what? 

To bring people together in the same fashion as 
workers owning what they create 
Cooperatives 9 

And cutting the cost of creating something good 
by investing their own labor And owning what 
they have by their investment of their own 
labor Houses Homes Primarily homes It was 
built around building But that apparently fell 
apart I don't know why it fell apart But then 
they started looking at development and what have 
you And I eighty-sixed a couple of things once 
at USC and Esteb&n wasn't too happy with me 
But I said 'You're going into economic 
development business areas where residential 
where residents This is south of Olympic 

Boulevard down by the industrial park And they 
wanted to complete the whole industry I said 
You can't do that There s families down 
there What are you going to do for them 9 So 
that's where we began to part ways 

So it was Congress for Mexican-American 
Unity then La Raza Unida began to form Within 



60 


VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


La Raza Unida in California there formed two 
strains of thought m La Raza Unida One m Los 
Angeles which was more dominant with the 
ideological approach which came from the leftist 
ideology of [Richard A ] Santill&n when he was 
his stone Marxist self And some of those other 
folks I think Raul was even part of that 
There was a part of Raul that really had an 
affinity for that and probably still does Then 
there was what I saw in people who began to agree 
with that point of view Which tended to be I 
would say more nationalistic in view Which was 
unique for me being much more nationalistic 
Uh-huh 

Which was Look we're really talking about 
power We've got to offer people something You 
just can't ask them to be part of something and 
offer them Marxian ideological strategy about 
raising the consciousness of the masses to see 
the ills of the system and thereby rise up 
Because I used to leave La Raza meetings in City 
Terrace You know the world was It makes 

things happen People were coming in from 
Nicaragua from Mexico Some of the 
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revolutionaries who are now In power or were in 
power in Nicaragua were coming to La Raza I 
mean these were just people passing through 
what have you 

But I would walk outside after these hours 
inside La Raza And there's an irony to it 
Because all of their windows were boarded up 
There’s almost a symmetry to that The 
isolation I would walk out and I would look 
around the hills of City Terrace I would look 
on the freeway People going back and forth 
Going home Lights in kitchens and bathrooms 
People living their lives completely untouched by 
what we said They could give a shit less about 
what we said because they were concerned about 
paying the rent food--you know--coping with 
their spouses They were concerned with life 
We were concerned with something called The 
world as it should be And we were going to 
make it [happen] I don't know how the hell we 
were going to make it happen Believe me There 
were really some good efforts on that We did a 
few cooperatives here But it showed itself m 
this thing with the La Raza Unida You know 
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this whole idea of Santillan and--I forget the 
other guy’s name he had a beard reddish hair— 
and several others That we had to use this as a 
way of teaching the masses of the irrelevance [of 
the two-party system] And how they're not taken 
into consideration That they really don’t 
count And that the political system 
In what 9 In electoral politics? 

In electoral politics Or the political system 
All of it 9 

Yes This thing called the political 
process Mine was No No We 

registered by precinct You want to build a 

party 9 Let’s build a party by precincts Let’s 
give those people something to vote for Build 
up by precincts and targeted areas And build a 
party on that Make our threshold number on 
that And then field candidates that those 
people could vote for 
Uh-huh 

Once we get those candidates in we were 
This is why we moved Raul Wanted to move 
Joe Razo came in It was his last great act 
Raul didn’t want to be the candidate Once he 
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got the bug he was He's been 

unstoppable He didn't want to run for office 
the first time out for the--I forget what it's 
called—the Forty-eighth [Assembly District] 
Forty-eighth? 

The Forty-eighth Assembly District So we had a 
meeting one night with Joe myself Raul Luis 
Garza and several others And we were trying to 
talk Raul Raul you're our only candidate I 
said Look ' So Joe just cut it clean I said 
Yeah cabron If you don't run I'm going to 
denounce you I'll make sure you're kicked out 
of La Raza [Unida] We had a candidate 
[Laughter] That was the last act that Joe ever 
did I mean hijo» [boy'] 


[End Tape 1 Side B] 
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[Session 2 April 18 1990] 

[Begin Tape 2 Side A] 

VASQUEZ Mr Martinez when we last spoke we had been 

talking about your participation in the Congress 
of Mexican-American Unity 
MARTINEZ Yes 

VASQUEZ I wanted to get a little into your participation 
and what became known as the National Chicano 
Moratorium How the congress got involved with 
that Why don’t you walk us through that whole 
process 9 Because it was pretty dramatic 
MARTINEZ The Moratorium to my knowledge was put together 
by Ramses Noriega and Rosalio Munoz They were 
the two people that I saw working it most of the 
time Ramses actually was the brains behind it 
from what I could tell He was pretty much the 
organizational and thinking portion of it Of 
the effort It had been going on and developing 
for quite a while When they got to the point that 
the Moratorium needed permits and needed 
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Before we get to the permits let's get to the 

thinking about the Moratorium 

Yeah 

What was your understanding of the rationale 
behind the ideas that you mentioned 7 The why and 
wherefore 7 

I had conversations with Ramses and he had asked 
me to participate with them At that time for 
whatever reason I said No That's not what I 
wanted to do But I do know that they were 
The obvious point was that they were 
protesting the Vietnam War 

What [was it] about the Vietnam War they [were] 
protesting 7 

They were protesting the United States involve¬ 
ment in the Vietnam War They were protesting 
the inordinate role that Mexicanos were having to 
play m that And that Mexicanos in their way 
of viewing it--which made a lot of sense to me-- 
were incurring a large number of wounded dead 
compared not only to their recruitment but their 
role in the population And that Mexicanos as a 
whole because of their educational level and the 


lack of being in higher education were not 
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getting the deferments and were ending up being 
part of the cannon fodder of the Vietnam War 
Because we had a very small proportion of our 
population everywhere not going to higher 
education Those who made it to higher education 
could get exempt from the war for a period of 
time So therefore they were exempt from it 
That came about also by the singular act of 
Rosalio [Munoz] burning his draft card Refusing 
to go into the [service] And it was a series of 
events that led up to the Moratorium Those were 
two of the main purposes At the time of the 
Moratorium itself when the event occurred 
obviously a lot of other agendas were being 
played out The people who came from New Mexico 
also were pursuing land reform The whole matter 
of land reform So a number of different issues 
were also coming up in the Moratorium But the 
salient ones were the protest to the war and 
[secondly] the role Mexicanos were having to play 
in the carrying out or the prosecution of the 
war by this country 

Did it strike you at the time that this was 
something of an anomaly for Mexicanos to be 
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protesting the war? When traditionally at least 
in this century Mexicanos have been the first 
ones to sign up and to request even some of the 
most dangerous duties ' 7 And someone who had 
participated in the Watts riots as a national 
guardsman * 7 By this time did this strike you as 
an anomaly * 7 Did it strike you as strange * 7 
No Because I had already pretty much determined 
that the war was wrong or that this country was 
wrong My opinion was that as we were raised as 
young people as we saw in the movies that this 
nation fought for principles Fought on the side 
of those who had no voice The people who were 
being pushed around by other nations That this 
country was fighting wars to defend the rights of 
people to govern themselves 

The people whom you were already identifying with 
as a teenager that you were telling me last time * 7 
Yes Yes And in terms of international 
[issues] Africa Asia Latin America Those 
things The Second World War was clearly that 
I was born during the early stages of the Second 
World War or the middle stages of the Second 
World War So I was a youngster And I was very 
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much influenced not only by the war but the 
propaganda--if you will--of the movies and what 
have you of that war which is based on that 
theory You know you don't push people 
around If you do someone’s going to put a stop 
to you I came up with that I was too young to 
remember the 'second-page war which was 
Korea So Korea to me is real foggy It’s 
really foggy It didn't have the kind of roles 
of hero 

Or perhaps the kind of propaganda 9 

Yeah Nothing to that extent I remember one or 
two movies but the more prevalent ones were more 
the nuts and bolts the nitty-gritty Porkchop 
Hill movies where there was no winning It was 
just slugging it out m the mud the blood and 
the beer kind of thing No one wins It was 
just an ugly little war 

So along comes Vietnam and the rationales 
were not there The ability to rationalize it to 
the American society as a war of aggression by 
someone else was not there Partly because we 
already knew I remember m the early fifties 


Dien Bien Phu I remember that I remember it 
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was a colonial war and the French were losing 
The United States at least m the media had 
taken a position of Hey colonialism is 
over What can we say 7 You know it was 
empathy for the French people in Vietnam who were 
getting killed But for the French cause I 
didn’t get a sense of popular empathy 

Vietnam for us was one more Korea It 
wasn't a clear-cut good guy/bad guy There was 
no clear polarization on it It could not be 
presented to the public at large And it led to 
a lot of questioning The Gulf of Tonkin 
[incident] Many of the rationalizations in the 
public eye fell apart fairly quickly 
I wanted to get into the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution That was the summer of 1964 
Yeah 

And a year later you were in Watts with a gun 
shooting at black folks Did the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution convince you at the time 7 
No Because the falling apart of the Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution doesn't come until after 1965 
when that whole resolution fell apart as the 
rationalization So the Gulf of Tonkin m 1965 
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Were you convinced by those events? Were you 
supportive of [President] Lyndon [B ] Johnson? 

No I had two feelings One not knowing what 
the heck that meant The second wondering if 
that would affect me in being called up Those 
were my two thoughts on that 

But you don't remember a patriotic fervor to go 
out there and kill some communists? 

No No I wasn't looking for that because in 
the military when I was in training we already 
had This was back when I was in active 

duty training m 1963 We were already being 
trained by what the military called cadre 
Training cadre For a little place called 
Vietnam And we had veterans coming back from 
Vietnam telling us about jungle warfare and 
beginning to prepare trainees for jungle warfare 
Were these the advisers--so-called advisers--over 
there? 

At the time? Yeah Later on I figured that they 
were advisers I obviously didn't know that we 
had a war going on in Vietnam at the time I 
don’t even know where Vietnam was So this was 



71 


VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


VASQUEZ 


all new to me And here were these guys 
explaining to us pungee sticks and all the land 
mines and the booby traps That’s crazy’ 

That’s crazy That's a dirty little war No one 
knows about it and I'm being trained for it It 
sounded crazy to me I wasn't prepared for that 
that they were clandestine wars That term 
clandestine war wasn’t even a term that I was 
familiar with at that time So the falling apart 
and the rethinking of Vietnam for me is not until 
'67 'Sixty-six late '66 '67 Going into '68 

What did it 9 

My own personal rethinking about Vietnam 
Looking at Vietnam as the press was beginning to 
pump out information about what the hell was 
going on m Vietnam And it became clear to me 
that it was decidedly the wrong thing for this 
country It was a violation of what we said we 
stood for People that I admired--either 
publicly or personally thought well of--were 
either not convinced or opposed to Vietnam 
So your peers had a lot to do with your 
perceptions of things 9 


MARTINEZ 


Uh-huh So there I am well before the 
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Moratorium being clearly against I went 

to—I think it was in ? 68--the San Francisco 
demonstrations against the war The one with two 
hundred thousand people 17 
Uh-huh Uh-huh 
I was there 
Oh really 7 
I went to that one 

What impact did that have on you? Seeing that 
many people 7 

I was blown away To use a 1968 phrase I was 
literally blown away It was not only the fact 
that there were so many people But you looked 
when you got to a hill looked ahead of you 
looked behind There was no more pavement 
There was just this moving mass in front of you 
and behind you And m every point along the 
line--all along--the enthusiasm of people against 
the war And that was a long march because not 
only was it in distance but going up and down 
the hills 
Right 

And then trying to get into the park 
Right 
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I mean I knew that there was a stage out there 
because I saw a little dot way out there And I 
knew there were people speaking because I could 
barely hear But you know everybody was 
Then we had to march and walk all the way back to 
our cars That was son of a bitch [Laughter] 
But that impressed me because of the size the 
perseverance and the enthusiasm that people 
retained throughout that whole march There was 
never a breakdown People were up up up 
throughout the whole event Up So I had clear 
ideas feelings and opinions about the Vietnam 
War even before the moratorium or Rosalio burned 
his card 

Was there at the time an ambivalence within the 
Mexican-American community to get involved in 
such a protest 7 
No Not that I know of 
Could you sense it? 

I didn’t sense it 
In the leadership? 

I didn't sense it because I think for 
Mexicanos there was a real questioning about 

And I think what was getting people was 
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the damage that was being done to Mexicano 
soldiers I think Mexicano people were looking 
at it in two ways And this is only my 
conjecture I have no way of proving this That 
one they did not like the idea of this war It 
just wasn't right We were for the military 
But we were for the country doing with the 
military what is the right thing to do To 
defend them To defend democracy That was that 
one And to drive out the bad guys The second 
one was there was this feeling in the Mexicano 
community that We're not winning this damned 
thing And we're just turning people around 
We're turning the large number of children and 
families that were being shown on TV A large 
number of Mexicanos that were dying There were 
literally incongruous limits to what you could do 
in a war You can't cross this line King's 
X Those kinds of things were existing And 
Mexicanos were feeling like We're not supposed 
to win this war What the hell are we doing over 
there'? Why are we killing and being killed 0 
There was a lot of that feeling around So I 
don't think it was a popular war in the Mexicano 
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community 

Who do you think was the most articulate 
spokesperson m the Mexicano community against 
the war at the time 7 
Joan Baez [Laughter] 

Really 7 

I don’t remember real articulate people on the 
war I remember real articulate people on 
Mexicanos and the war Rosalio was okay Ramses 
was better actually Ramses was very good but 
he sat on that to move Rosalio up front Damn 
it's so long ago The reason I say Joan Baez is 
because she was nationally known And she was 
taking a national position Whether she says 
she’s Latina or not she was the best-known 
Latina on the war 

Who did you have to contend with as someone who 
supported the war and perhaps had a greater 
legitimacy about the war m the Mexicana 
community 7 Was there such a person? 

Hmm I don't remember That's a good 
question I don’t remember 

I get the sense from what you're telling me that 
your perception was that people were either 



76 


MARTINEZ 


VASQUEZ 


MARTINEZ 


VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


against the war or if they were for it they 
were not speaking out very strongly 
Yeah They were not speaking out I can't 
remember anybody Persons who spoke for the war 
there might have been one or two people here and 
there 

Were there G I Forum people involved in the 

Congress of Mexican-American Unity 9 

No As I remember no There was no G I 

Forum As far as I can remember in the sixties— 

the late sixties--there was no G I Forum 

It wasn t very visible at the time? 

It wasn't very visible Until I traveled to 
Texas and Colorado that was when I first began 
to see a visible active G I Forum I had never 
seen a visible active G I Forum in 
California I thought when I was before there 
for Before I got involved with Southwest 

Voters [Registration and Education Project] and 
traveled around I thought organizations like 
LULAC [League of United Latm-Amencan Citizens] 
The two organizations LULAC and G I 
Forum were really historical asterisks were 
part of our history as opposed to that group 
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There was nothing Going to Texas New Mexico 
and Colorado son of a bitch Look at LULAC over 
here There is a LULAC I had a hard time 
initially working with the LULACs because to me 
it was just you know I said Are you 

sure there's a LULAC in this town 9 [Laughter] 
Tell me about the organizational dynamics and 
problems of the Moratorium 

Oh it was a lot of leaders And it was replete 

with ideology 

What does that mean? 

Ideological conflict 
What does that mean 9 

It was mostly the left obviously who had 

different perspectives of how the Moratorium 

should be used and what it should be saying And 

what probably should be the next step after 

that And they would be colored by various 

persuasions 

Give me some examples 

Oh let’s see First there was David 

David who 9 S&nchez 9 

Sanchez 

Prime minister of the Brown Berets 9 
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Prime minister of the Brown Berets They had 
their own onda [idea] which is cultural 
nationalist And they wanted to see cultural 
nationalism Rosalio was not a strong person in 
setting an agenda Again Ramses was back 
there Rosalio was saying Okay Everybody if 
you want to look like that Fine it looks that 
way It looks this way It looks that way ' 

How did the ideological differences manifest 
themselves 9 

I just think more in the rhetorical debate 
Because Ramses and Rosalio were more focused on 
the mechanics of the operations of pulling 
something together Getting something going 
around the theme of the Moratorium But there 
were people who were getting involved--the [San 
Francisco] Bay Area folks especially within 
California But not outside of California My 
sense of people who came from outside California 
were clearly what we used to call the cultural 
nationalist strain Less ideological Their own 
ideology was Chicano 

The Young Lords [party] participated in a rather 
sizeable contingent 
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Yeah But how many came from outside the 
Southwest 9 The bulk that came came from the 
Southwest Those who did come from the Southwest 
were clearly people who were not carrying an 
ideological bag beyond Chicanismo [Rodolfo] 

Corky [Gonzalez] was there Clearly within 
the context of Chicanismo 
I ask you these questions because some 
revisionists paint the Moratorium consciousness 
among the Mexican community as an anti- 
lmperialist consciousness As a supporter and 
defender of the sovereignity of the Vietnamese 
people While others painted it as really a 
self-interest march or event We're getting 
killed Too many of us are getting killed for 
the number that we represent in the society And 
too many of us are ending up without legs and 
arms and other parts of our body 
Uh-huh 

And that's got to stop 
Uh-huh 

Which of the two do you think it was 9 
I remember--or maybe I choose to remember—the 
one that clearly said We're getting killed 
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What the hell are we doing over there 9 Why are 
we in that country doing what we're doing to 
those people and getting chopped up m the 
process? That's wrong That's the distinction 

between that and the people who were—I guess 
that's the ideology—who were saying—who were 
promoting the Vietnamese side of the conflict X 
don't think I was so much promoting the 
Vietnamese side of a conflict but questioning 
what the hell was the United States doing We 
had no right People have the right to create 
their own [future] People like Ho Chi Minh— 
what have you--had a history of trying to bring 
their country into a twentieth century where they 
were their own people building their own 
country The best way they could do so was in 
cooperation with other countries That's how X 
saw it Because I knew a little bit of history 
about that I knew that Ho Chi Minh had appealed 
to the United States way back when for help You 
know They were clearly the first real regime in 
there Madame Nhu and her husband were clearly 
puppets of the United States I mean you didn't 
have to be an ideologue to begin to understand 
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those kinds of dichotomies After I read Barbara 
Tuchman's March of Folly ^ she filled in a lot of 
the gaps historical gaps for me You know 
that's exactly the way it happened It was our 
folly That’s what she was saying History's 
not made by what people do right It's by what 
the pendejos do wrong 

Tell me now about your role in organizing the 
Moratorium as a representative or liaison of the 
congress 7 

Kind of a liaison from the congress And then 
there was my role with the MECHAs 

You were a member of MECHA Central—weren't you— 
from L A County? 

Yeah I don't know how this worked because this 
was set up before I even got in there That 
supposedly the vice chair of the Congress of 
Mexican-American Unity would automatically be the 
chair of MECHA Central 

Or it was the other way around Because I 
remember the parliamentary wrangling that we got 


1 Tuchman Barbara Wertheim The March of Folly 
From Troy to Vietnam New York Knopf 1984 
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into when the first congress met 
I wasn't there when the first congress met 
We made a nuisance of ourselves 
I see 

We imposed a parliamentarian Reynaldo 

Macias who is now at USC [Laughter] 

So you know I'm involved in that way But with 
regards to the Congress of Mexican-Amencan 
Unity Congress of Mexican-American Unity really 
had no role in the Moratorium until it came to 
the time they realized they needed some legal 
structure for it what have you And Rosalio and 
Ramses approached the congress specifically 
Esteban to act as the legal structure So 
legally the Congress of Mexican-American Unity 
was putting on the Moratorium Not the 
Moratorium [committee] legally 
Not the Moratorium committee? 

Yeah Not the Moratorium committee The 
Congress of Mexican-American Unity But the 
Moratorium committee obviously was the entity 
that was moving the Moratorium 
What were your responsibilities 9 
My responsibilities were strictly with the 



VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 

VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


83 


students There was nothing there I would 
represent or sit in on the planning sessions 
Sometimes Rosalio would come in and check ideas 
out with Esteban And I don't blame him My own 
experiences now in this job was saying always 
asking Am I right? Am I doing this right 9 
Aside from Ramsds one of the people that I saw 
that he came to--aside from Armando Morales 
Ramses—was Esteban He began to ask Esteban 

Well what do you think 9 What do you think 9 
There were several discussions at Esteban's 
office about the strategy 
Esteb&n was then what 9 

I guess you would call him the president of 

TELACU 

Okay 

And the chairman of the Congress of Mexican- 
American Unity So discussions about strategy 
were held I remember one particular 
discussion What are you going to do if the 
cops show up 9 What if this thing turns into a 
brawl 9 And Rosalio was saying No it ain't 
going to happen Anyway we're going to have 
good security They were setting up the 
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security and what have you I don’t know if they 
could have security or not at that time I said 
to myself You know it seems to me So 

I said Look can I make a recommendation 7 I 
don't know how you'd do this Maybe it's through 
the march or what have you But it seems to me 
that what needs to happen is that if the cops 
show up everybody sits If you can get the 
crowd to sit it accomplishes two things 
There’s not a goddamned thing that cops can do 
I mean what are they going to do 7 On camera 
they'd be beating on heads of people sitting on 
the ground 7 I said It's going to be I 

know that's painful I know it means a great 
deal of discipline I said But on camera 
with the cops doing that they're the bad guys 
They're the enemies We're going to be the 
heroes I mean we Mexicanos we're going to be 
the heroes And it gives us a strategy in case 
that happens If it doesn't happen great' We 
got ourselves an event It comes off well If 
it does happen--if something does happen—we 
better have a contingency plan And there 
wasn't that kind of thinking going on What 
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Now I don’t know if there's thinking on some 
people's part that Let it happen I don't 
choose to think that there was that Because I 
can’t see anyone saying Just let them do it 
Let's have a brawl That's crazy But I 
thought that we could really turn the tide on 
that situation 

Weren’t there law students who were acting as 
monitors' 7 

There were some law students who were acting 
That’s where Antonio Rodriguez comes in Some of 
the Loyola law students I think some of the 
UCLA law students But they were I saw 

them at the park As a matter of fact I saw 
most of Antonio’s brothers up on the stage 
That’s where I Huh 9 [Laughter] What 

the hell is going on 9 Anyway so that I 
remember That discussion I remember attending 
on behalf of the Congress of Mexican-American 
Unity the press conference at the press club and 
Ramses coming up to me and saying ‘We can really 
use your help on this one blah blah blah I 
don’t know what was going on in my life at that 
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time I think I might have been on trial for 
Cat61icos I don't know Something was going 
on I said No I can't do it I can't do 
it ' And I think there might have been an 
aversion on my part I just said Oh this 
thing is just Something's going to happen 

here I don't know if that was my natural 
propensity to be cynical or what There were 
some things that bothered me about the event and 
effort Then within the MECHAs of course I 
went from campus to campus trying to promote the 
Moratorium and the contingents from the various 
MECHAs So I did that So that was it That 
was the extent of my participation up to the day 
of the event 

Up to the day of the event? 

Yeah 

Tell me about the day of the event and assess it 
for me 

The day of the event the gathering happened 
People were there I was impressed 
With what'* 

The size and the number of people that were 
there Obviously this was no San Francisco but 
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I was impressed with it Esteban had gone on 
vacation Esteban wasn’t there that day He was 
out of the country He was out of the country 
with his family on vacation on the twenty- 
ninth I took my family—my wife at that time 
We didn’t take our children No we didn't take 
our children I was being prepared I said No 
way No children 

I don t know what my role was It might 
have been part of the march Because I remember 
moving along the route and being real impressed 
with what was going on Seeing all of this it 
felt real good All these Mexicanos and 
Latinos and people with their banners And as 
we walked along Whittier [Boulevard] I remember 
bystanders applauding and what have you It felt 
like this was you know the right track Right 
track So this is going good We started moving 
into the park ^ I saw the park fill up That 
was impressive that park filling up the way it 
was That was impressive I was impressed with 

1 Salazar Park renamed to honor Ruben Sdlazar who 
died in the confrontation between the Los Angeles Police 
Departmtnt and Chicano activists 
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what had gone on I don’t remember all the 
things that they had done as far as 
accommodations and what have you I was really 
impressed with all that I don’t remember seeing 
the Brown Beret monitors They may have been 
there But this was then near What was 

it* 7 What was the year of the Moratorium' 7 
’ Sixty-nine' 7 
Nineteen seventy 

We’re talking almost twenty years now 
Nineteen seventy We’re talking twenty years 
So I try to remember whether the Berets were 
there I thought that they were there along the 
route So we got to the park and the park 
filled up and the speeches were going on I was 
out in front of the speaking stand and I 
noticed way off in the corner I saw this little 
flurry of people It seemed like it would 
grow I said Oh Jesus Christ So I went 

around to the side of the platform and I called 
either Antonio or Javier [Rodriguez] I called 
them over I said Something’s going on out 
there We better get people —and I was*-- Get 
them to sit down Just get them to calm down 
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Not to react You know keep people focused 
Keep the crowd focused I went out in front 
again You could just see It was just starting 
to spread this thing like a wave 
What was causing it 9 

Well you couldn’t see because it was all eye- 
level All you could see And there was 

Obviously by the time it got closer to 
us you could see the cops and the swinging and 
what have you So I ran over to the podium 
Corky was up on the Corky and another guy 

Come on down here Let's get out here 
and get the crowds to sit Keep them calm Keep 
them down So we can stop the wave and stop the 
cops We've got to stop the cops So they all 
got down and we went out to the crowd And the 
cops were coming through 

By this time there was no controlling it 
I mean it was a brawl The cops pursued and 
the guys It was a fair fight It was a 

fair fight Coming to this point they were 
almost to the podium And it was a fair fight 
But the cops were able to stampede enough so they 
would keep moving But there was this kind of 
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back and forth back and forth So we started 
saying Just get the fuck out of here Get them 
out of here Get them out of here ' So we just 
started moving everybody out And the only place 
we could go to get people out was out through the 
back And they either went down that street or 
that street Not down Whittier I 1 m looking 
east from where the platform was To go that way 
or down Whittier So we were trying to get 
people out Just "Move 1 Move’ Get out’ Get 
out’ I lost my wife I didn’t know where the 
hell she was at by this time So Just move* 

Get out’ Get everybody out' Because the cops 
by that time they just started coming in Then 
I looked to my right I saw like a platoon of 
LAPD coming out of the swimming pool area Oh 
man This sucks I’ve been through this once 
too many times I knew there was no way of even 
rallying the troops to go back at the cops 
because the tear gas starts to hit So just get 
everybody out About this time Rub6n Valdez 
No What's his name? 

Sdlazar 

Rubdn S&lazar comes up to me and we’re kind of 


MARTINEZ 
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milling there together And he said 
He was at the park at that point 7 
Oh yeah He was at the park He says to me 
Where the hell is everybody going 7 I said It 
looks like they're going down Whittier 
Boulevard He says Okay Thanks And then 

he took off I think I was the last person to 

talk to him I think I know in the park I was 
the last person And he headed off down 

Whittier Boulevard 

By this time tear gas Because I stayed 

there trying to get people out Tear gas was 
plowing into me I had been tear-gassed [while] 
training in the army so I'm staying as long as I 
can Not rubbing my face Doing whatever I 
needed to do Finally it was just more than I 
can handle So I just made a beeline out of the 
park The cops by this time are just rushing 
just coming in and rushing stampeding people and 
moving So I was going to get out of their 
way So I made a beeline for a house across the 
street Jumped the fence and ran up into their 
porch And a small crowd was going with me The 
next thing I knew their door opened up and we 
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all just plowed Into their living room I mean 
these are strangers Just fell into their living 
room And I just kept moving through the 
house I don't know what the house looked 
like I don't even know what the people inside 
looked like I just went right through the house 
through the back porch And there was a sink I 
washed my face off in their sink And I got out 
went around and started going down Whittier 
Boulevard I went back I worked my way 

back to my car I think we had all agreed that 
m case something happened we would meet back at 
the Euclid Heights Community Center 
Euclid Heights Community Center 9 
Yeah On Whittier 
Euclid [Street] and Whittier 9 

Euclid and Whittier That's right Euclid and 
Whittier So I got m my Volkswagen I don't 
know if I had located my wife by this time or 
not I drive my way back to Euclid Heights 
Community Center I get there and Rosalio was 
there So I said to Rosalio Rosalio get on 
the phone now We've got to call the press and 
tell them that the cops hit first If we get 
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there to the press first we can get the jump on 
them Call them*" And he said No I need to 
talk to Armando Morales I need to talk to 
David I need to talk to Ramses I said 
Rosalio call them ' Cops starting coming to 
Euclid Heights I said Okay Let *s get the 
fuck out of here So I think my wife was with 
us To this point I still don't remember I 
put Rosalio in my car and we start driving 
around trying to get the hell out Because I 
figured This guy is marked So we worked our 
way all the way around And we go out towards 
Rowland Heights to Armando Morales's house 
He was not at the demonstration 7 
Huh? 

He was not at the demonstration 7 

Not anymore Not at the aftermath He was with 
me 

Armando I'm saying 

Oh Armando? No He was at home I think he 
was at home because when we got there he was 
there It seemed like he had been there So 
again I pleaded when we got there to Rosalio 
Get on the phone Quick' Please Do this 
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No no I've got to wait for them Oh 

man So by the time David and Rams§s showed up 
or I don't know if David or Ramses The old 

legal aid office used to be on the corner of 
Olympic and—I believe—Goodrich [Street] 

Somehow we ended up back down there 
Okay 

I think Richard [J ] Alatorre was there 
Right 

Bert Corona was there Rosalio's there I was 
there And I think there was an attorney 
there I think Richard [Cruz] was in the room 
Yeah 

And Rosalio still wasn't going to make a 
statement And this is--we're talking—this is 
around six o'clock at night We haven't 
Nearly seven 
Huh'? 

Nearly seven 

Fucking statement 1 What the fuck*? Do 
something 1 You know Later on we found out 
that the Brown Berets had been holed up—they had 
thought that they had done a good job [Laughter]— 
over at the International Institute I think it 
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was International Institute When they finally 
realized what was going on they couldn't get 
out [Laughter] Shit I It turned into a 
comedy A zoo So I don't know if the sequence 
is right 

The next thing I knew [Daniel] Danny 
Villanueva came in popping his glycerine 
tablets Just Oh my God’ You know 
emotional And Ruben's been killed and all 
this I'm going to fight back I mean 

this was the revolutionary Danny Villanueva It 
lasted all of one night He has never been the 
same since He was never that strong He was 
never that clear as he was that night about what 
he About what had happened Since then 

and because of that event he was promoted 
That's when he started getting promoted up 
there He and Rub6n Salazar had not gotten along 
before that Ruben's death promoted Danny 
There are the ironies of life 

Anyway the person who moved and made the 
statement—but by this time it was too late--and 
did a wonderful job was Bert Corona I listened 
to Bert and I said Son of a bitch’ This is 
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good This should have been done six fucking 
[hours ago] ' By this time it's eight or nine 
o'clock at night I said 'Goddamn it 
He was the only clear head in that room 7 
Yup Because he knew He had been there He 
knew he knew he knew He said 'This has got 
to be done This has got to be done This has 
got to be done But it was late It was too 
damned late By that time [Sheriff Peter J ] 
Pitchess—I forget who the chief of police was— 
had already been to the press and radio 
I think it was [Chief of Police Tom] Reddin 
wasn't it 9 

Yeah It was Reddin declaring there had been a 
riot that the Mexicans had rioted m East L A 
So I was coming back It sounded like sour 
grapes I said 'No You rioted It was too 
late We should have been on the press first 
thing The police had rioted in East Los Angeles 
and destroyed this event Put them on the 
defense They put us on the defense Bah* 

Anyway so the 

At that point the Moratorium really in 
effect began to cease to exist There were 
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riots The State Department sent out a plane to 
pick up Esteban from wherever he was He was in 
Latin America someplace on vacation Sent a 
plane up to pick him up 
Why'? 

To bring him back in Because they felt that 
Esteban would have a calming influence and be 
able to be--to focus around I think there was 
also a request to bring Esteban back I'm not 
sure 

Why was the State Department involved or aware of 
a [California] event 9 

You know I never asked So I don *t know 
Did you ever wonder 9 

No Never wondered At the moment I was just 
focused on you know what was in front of me 
The picture in front of me as opposed to even a 
bigger picture Because I remember either during 

that time Because we started doing watches 

at TELACU Twenty people on the switchboard 
twenty-four hours a night I don't know whether 
it was at that not or one of the subsequent 
riots I saw an army car olive green 


around with people m the olive drabs with 
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cameras Taking pictures 

VASQUEZ Of*? 

MARTINEZ People Just taking pictures And I knew what 
was going on That was army intelligence At 
least that if nothing else And they took 
pictures of me That's how I saw them So I 
know I have a file around there someplace At 
least in one place if not in more than one So 
I don’t know why I just presume that the feds 
stepped in I just presume that And maybe 
that's the presumption I've worked on for 
years I don't know 

VASQUEZ What did the Moratorium mean 9 

[End Tape 2 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 2 Side B] 

VASQUEZ The organization of it and the outcome' 7 Of that 
day 9 

MARTINEZ Well the organization of it I think 

represented a coming of age of our political 
ability to make a statement A public state¬ 
ment The Latino community or Mexicano 
community or the Chicano community was able to 
make its own statement and define for itself our 
perspective on national policy and take a clear 
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position It wasn't somebody else's position 
It wasn't being mobilized by the Westside Anglo 
liberal do-gooders Or by labor It was 
Mexicanos mobilizing and making their 
statement For whatever reasons inside of me 
that was important The ability to show that 
capability I think the credit—that I know 
right now--goes to Ramses Whatever happened to 
him I don't know after the Moratorium I know 
he took off 

He's a very successful artist right now 
Oh he is 9 

Extremely successful 

I didn't know that See what I know Subsequent 
to that it showed that our maturity lacked a 
cohesion I don't know whether it was a cohesion 
of thought or opinion or a cohesion around 
action But we were completely immobilized We 
began to react at that point There was no calm 
leadership that stepped forward in any way 
shape or form that took center stage Or should 
have taken center stage Like Esteban Esteban 
shunned--literally shunned--the call to take 
center stage and be a unifying force Probably 
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one of the people most positioned at that point 
to move forward at that point to give a focus 
because of our presence and ability and then 
move an agenda He pushed it away There was no 
move to turn that rage into a focus of action 
Any kind of action that would have given a sense 
of purpose and direction It fell apart It 
just didn’t come forward Rosalio wasn't m a 
position to do that To this day I don't know 
the exact sequences But I know there were two 
or three subsequent riots that occurred I think 
Rosalio was part of organizing one of them You 
know And I couldn't see why we were doing it 
I was there I was there in the thick of them 
But I couldn’t understand why we were doing 
them You know that they were going to stop 
us And we wanted to make headway with the 
people that counted our people people who live 
in their homes We weren't creating a community 
consensus We weren't creating a consensus 
around issues We were diverting now around the 
death of Rubdn and the actions of the police 
That took our focus when we should have used 
that In subsequent years this has been my 
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growing opinion We should have used that as a 

rallying cry to go after other things 

Like? 

That cops don’t move if the people who move them— 
corporate America [county] supervisors—don't 
We should have really pounded away at laying 
guilt I mean people like you know clergy 
could have just guilted the hell out of it 
I'm saying This was caused not just by the 
police swinging and their own fear but your 
unwillingness to address the problems of our 
community Make them pay for what the cops had 
done We focused on like the thirteen The 
thirteen were you know That was a seminal 

kind of an event But it shifted us away from 
education and onto a trial of thirteen people 
It should not have been that focused We 
shouldn't have shifted our focus Again we 
allowed ourselves to be shifted There wasn't 
that leadership that was prepared to look at that 
and act on that and move it 

It reminds me of the final passage in [John] 
Steinbeck's In Dubious Battle ^ I remembered 


Steinbeck John In Dubious Battle London 
1936 
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that when Willie died The young hero in the 
book is shot by a rancher or a grower guard 
or a grower at night with a shotgun He was 
killed like that And the wise old organizer 
the real hero the central character runs to 
him sees that he's dead tells a couple of 
the strikers Pick him up By this time 
everybody's gathered around It's at night 
They've got their torches or what have you 
And he said Put him up on the stage and 
prop him up against the stage And they 
prop him up And he got up and the last 
phrase--sentence—he says Brothers he never 

wanted anything for himself And he pointed 
to him Rallied the troops on what they were 
about He wasn't what they were about He 
died for what they were about and that should 
give us impetus These things are not what we 
are about This is what we are about These 
things occur because of what we are about 
Remember that Take strength from that 
Let s go get them Not to avenge this 
but about what we are about That didn't 
happen 
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You think the participation of the more visible 
people in the inquest was a mistake then' 7 That 
the inquest became a focus was diversion' 7 
Sure it was a diversion There was an 
interesting meeting I don’t know if anyone's 
talked to you about it I don't know know if it 
was at the time of the first or second or third 
riots There was a meeting with some CEOs 
[corporate executive officers] downtown Otis 
Chandler was there Who else was there* 7 A 
couple of other CEOs I just don't remember 
them I was there I think Esteban Torres was 
there [Philip] Phil Sanchez was there And 
some other people were there They empathized 
what had happened The death and the killing of 
Ruben Salazar and what have you And we wanted 
them to join us and force the county supervisors 
to take action real action on this situation 
and to begin to do something blah blah blah 

Otis Chandler was talking I don't know if 
it was Otis Chandler or one of the other CEOs 
Finally he said to us Look we can go on and do 
what you want but the supervisors aren't going 
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to do a damned thing And you want to know why 
the supervisors aren't going to do a damned 
thing? It's because the sheriff has a dossier on 
each and every one of them and if they try and 
do something to him he'11 pull the dossiers on 
them So they aren't going to move no matter 
what you want We can try But I'm telling you 
right now it ain't going to happen [Laughter] 
At that point I said Ah shit' That was 
the Moratorium m a nutshell That was the 
Moratorium The total futility of it To this 
day I think Esteban should have moved He was 
the one m the best position to move There 
could have been some others who could have 
moved Bert was punchy because of the HUACs so 
he stayed out of sight along with some of the 
others Francisca Flores people like that So 
they weren't going to move The ones who were 
looking to get into politics at that time they 
weren't going to move They didn't want labels 
Like who* 7 

I think Richard [Alatorre] People like that 
When did [Thomas] Bradley get elected? 

Nineteen-seventy 
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'Seventy Did you know the Bradley team was 
starting to pull itself together 9 I think people 
just didn't want to blow it People like Herman 
Sillas [Jr ] could have done something because 
he's glib You know he's a good thinker on his 
feet and what have you It just didn't happen 
It just did not happen 

How about people like [Philip] Phil M6ntez? 

I don't know what Phil's role was Phil could 
have done something but I don't know what his 
stature was Could he have rallied the troops 9 
Wasn't he still with the civil rights commission 
[United States Commission on Civil Rights 
California Advisory Committee] 9 

Yes Still is And if I know Phil--at least the 
Phil I know right now—he probably wouldn't have 
seen it as his role Phil said No That's not 
me That's not my role I can't do that 
What happened to all the movement leadership 9 
I don't know Oh David [Sanchez] was on some 
kind of cultural nationalist kick He's not of 
that stature He doesn’t have that capability 
The little bit I've seen of him since then 
confirmed that in my mind The young man was 
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bright but the young man did not have what it 
took to make that quantum leap I don't think I 
have what it takes to make that quantum leap I 
still couldn't do what Esteb&n could have done 
I mean I couldn't do it now if I wanted to do 
what Esteban could have done 
Define what that is 

I'm not blaming him Because you know there 
wasn't a committee of people who went to him or 
who went to someone and said Hey you've got to 
take us out of this son of a bitch We have a 

chance to rally You can do it We'11 be 
there I mean not even Cesar [Chavez] came in 
And Corky was in jail 9 

Corky was in jail Hanging out with Oscar 
[Acosta] [Laughter] Anyway Yeah it was a 
depressing experience 

Was it a turning point in the Chicano movement 9 
You know I don't think so If you want to 
define it here in Los Angeles 
Well here m Los Angeles 

I think it was an event It was a turning point 
by what didn't happen as opposed to a turning 
point by what did happen It created an 
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opportunity that wasn't picked up It was 
dropped It was fumbled away I mean Joe Razo 
is a brilliant man But even he didn't move to 
actively pursue it People just didn t move to 
make it happen Rosalio's actions on that day 
were no different than anyone else's I didn't 
move I mean I could have gotten on the phone 
and said This is me I'm the [Congress of 
Mexican-American Unity] vice president I'm 
telling you this is a motherfucker man They 
just jumped all over us You know I could 
have You ain't going to make the call 0 Hell 
I'll make the call Here it is I didn't do 
it So we didn't do it 

Some people identify it as a point m which a lot 
of people were intimidated and scared away from 
activism because of the continued harassment and 
the continued attacks by the police Any 
validity to that in your mind? 

No No If anything they probably If 

they felt any near what I felt just the futility 
of it all would have more impact on them As 
you know There's a lot of better things to do 
than bullshit around with this ' 
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Well you did have an element that emerged with 
that something called the Chicano Liberation 
Front that took clandestine actions 
All it did was force the Bank of America to build 
walls in front of their banks [Laughter] 

Tell me what you know about that that you want to 
talk about 
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Oh 

More futility 9 

I don't know enough about it [Laughter] 

Good So you came out of that experience What 
was your next organizational effort 9 
Well I was then going to trial which began to 
put a distance between me and MECHA because I 
put a distance between me and education To me 
that was a pivotal time personally Both in 
terms of my personal life and in terms of making 
decisions about what I was going to do in life 
I made a decision There are nights when I say 
Son of a bitch I made the wrong decision 
Either consciously or unconsciously I pursued an 
activist life I think it was either kind of a 
self-hubris or saying to myself The 
revolution's coming Are you going to be 
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there' 7 1 Did you ever see Les Miserables 9 
Yes 

The students' wonderful optimism and hope and 
daring do In the end the absolute total 

futility of it Tomorrow If you don't hurry 
up tomorrow I said Ah I think I was 
caught up in that kind of a thought Instead of 
saying You know it's just tomorrow Then 
there'll be tomorrow tomorrow and tomorrow 
What if you act like there's no tomorrow 9 
Yeah Because you're always going to So I 

stopped pursuing education which was a mistake 
Which was a mistake It let me off the hook of 
having to worry about writing papers [Laughter] 
Or writing period So I floated towards La Raza 
magazine which has—you all know--become one 
faction amongst factions in a factionalized 
community [Laughter] That's a double whammy 
right 9 
Yes 

I stayed with the Congress of Mexican-Amencan 
Unity with Esteb&n began participating more with 
La Raza magazine and began to look at La Raza 
Unida party And the idea struck me because of 
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the need to build as opposed to just have these 
golpes [actions] Because I had seen people 
killed I hadn't heard them I saw people 
killed in these riots I don't mean the ones m 
Watts I saw that I saw people killed there 
I saw people killed in front of me Less than 
two feet in front of me in the East L A riots 
I said "This is crazy I ain't going to do 
this I ain't going to do this no more We do 
it right or we don't do it at all 

In the pursuit of that the seeking of that 
La Raza Unida began to catch my eye And La Raza 
magazine became a place where I found kind of a 
home When I look back at the eclectic group in 
that place I probably found a psychological home 
more than I found a political home [Laughter] 
They were interesting warm good people They 
would give you the shirts off their backs Raul 
would give you the shirt of his back But it was 
an unfocused place and an unfocused experience 
But the only thing that focused me was La 
Raza Unida The thought of being organized 
Getting the vote organized Maybe it was utopian 
in thought in some way but it was a clear 
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direction They said We need so many people 
registered to vote in this state We need to do 
this We need to do that I said Son of a 
bitch Look if we register these people--just 
did an all-out registration in these areas—look 
what we could do [Reynaldo] Rey Macias and I 
had talked about this when I was with the 
Congress of Mexican-American Unity working out 
at the TELACU building about the incorporation 
of East Los Angeles He was doing a study way 
back then 
That's right 

Right 7 So I said We can do that We can do 
this We can do this And then we can use those 
for platforms to pursue building further 
That 1 s kind of unrealistic Looking at it in a 
pragmatic sense that * s daydreaming But at 
least it gave me a tram of thought to work on 
So I began to pursue that And I pursued other 
things at the same time It also intervened with 
my time in jail Spent two or two and a half 
months like that in the road gang out in Malibu 
from the Catdlicos por la Raza [incident] So 
that intervened And getting out of college 



112 


Then my marriage started to break up You know 
I was just hustling for bucks When I say 
* hustling 1 I mean work a little here and work a 
little there Loading trucks You name it 
Nothing consistent Nothing that builds base a 
personal base 

But I stayed with this whole idea of La Raza 
Unida I first started And I was also 

working for a group called NCHHO National 
Chicano Health Organization I was on the first 
staff We began to pursue an election [campaign] 
of La Raza Unida which was in the Forty-eighth 
Assembly District election Raul was closer to 
Jos£ Angel [Gutierrez] and all those people I 
really was peripheral to Jos6 Angel and the 
[Mario] Compeans I didn't know these folks from 
papas [potatos] I really didn't get to know 
them because they only came out here once or 
twice And when Raul or some of the other folks 
went down to Texas it was only a couple—two or 
three times I didn't go I couldn't afford 
it Didn't have My family was here I 

couldn't do that But I was single-minded 


At the same time in La Raza Unida m 
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California—and only in Cali forma--there was the 
strain within La Raza Unida about Well the 
whole system sucks The whole electoral process 
sucks It's all a sham It's the same people 
running both parties It's the same people 
running Congress and they're out to get us to 
oppress us Why participate in the sham'* But 
let’s use the opportunity to educate people about 
the sham To create a political consciousness in 
the people 

I resisted that train of thought And 
that's where I got into conflicts with the 
Richard Santilldns of the world I never knew 
whether Raul came down on that argument A 
little voice back here used to say I think it 
comes down with Santill&n I think he comes down 
with But he never took a position He 

would take a position in support of what I was 
saying But I didn't know how sincere he was 
behind that one But since we were working 
together and we were all going along the same 
line that was fine 

What was the idea behind running Raul Ruiz in the 
Forty-eighth Assembly District against the 
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Democratic candidate which at that time was 
Richard Alatorre 9 Explain that to me 
It wasn't a matter of running him against 
anyone It was running for 
Explain that to me 

La Raza Unida was moving along This was pretty 
much my and Joe Razo's train of thought [Joe] 
said Let's build Give back people something 
to vote for Let's build the registration around 
something to vote for I had done the numbers 
some of the initial number-crunching on the 
Forty-eighth I looked at the Forty-eighth I 
said Man this is our turf Look at this 
size I showed the people the district I 
showed them the number I said This is our 
turf Let's build here Let's combine the two 

efforts Let's create the political party 
Because you can't just register people to vote 
without something to vote for Let's put it on 
the ballot Let's get it there 

This was assuming you could register the party 9 
Well we knew we had a numerical threshold to 
achieve And we knew there were efforts going on 
in different parts of the state and what have 
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you In the state To achieve that Because by 
this time the Black Panthers had gotten their 
political party [registered] and whatever The 
Peace and Freedom [party had also] 

Peace and Freedom 

So we knew from their experience that you could 
get on the ballot But you’ve got to have 
[candidates] you know for people to vote for 
But not for governor To me that was a stupid 
ploy Because you couldn't give them anybody to 
vote for It ain't going to happen So I said 
Let's give them something to vote for that's 
winnable Where we can take a crack at it and 
really make a dent and do something If we can 
get you in then you're in the legislature 
You've got a platform You can go to the Central 
Valley and we can use that as a basis on which 
to rally to do registration See my train of 
thought 9 
Yes 

Okay Anyway 

An incremental building toward a goal 9 
Yeah Being serious about building a party You 
want to build a party 9 Let's build a party 


You 
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want to play games? [Laughter] This is 
stupid You know I don't want to do that And 
this was before I went to jail Four days before 
I went to jail And we really busted our ass on 
that On that one I learned all my mistakes on 
that one 

We got Raul to run because there was nobody 
else to run There was no way I was prepared to 
run for an office and I didn't live m the 
area Joe had a criminal record from years 
ago We looked around the room You're it' 

And Raul resisted I mean Raul did not want to 
run Maybe Raul knew something about himself 
that we didn't know He was telling us Hey 
don t do this You don't want to do this 
Believe me You don't want to do this So it 
was Razo who finally said You're running You 
are running whether you like it or not So do 
it If you don't I'm going to write an article 
in La Raza denouncing you So that influenced 
him I don't know if he really felt La Raza 
magazine had that kind of circulation or 
whatever I was the campaign manager learning 
by the seat of my pants Every mistake that 
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could be made I was making But we made the 
cut The way we made the cut was because of 
[Secretary of State Edmund G ] Jerry Brown 
[Jr ] [Laughter] 

Explain that to me 

All right How did this go? We ran Did not 
run as Democrats Did not run as Republicans 
We ran as La Raza Unida We weren't an official 
party but we ran as Raza Unida We reached a 
threshold where in the list of the candidates we 
were number three after the primary At the 
primary No no no We got a ruling before the 
primary That's right We got a ruling before 
the primary from Jerry Brown to let Raul run in 
the general Be accepted as a party candidate 
I forget how it worked 

Well wasn't there a problem with the fact--that 
as an oversight or factionalism or whatever the 
case—that in different parts of California La 
Raza Unida party was sometimes called different 
things Sometimes Raza Unida Sometimes 
Raza Unida party La Raza Unida party And 
that that was a technicality that Edmund 


Brown 
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Had to rule on 

Rule on He ruled that you guys got enough 
numbers 9 

He ruled in our favor So we qualified for the 
November ballot The Republicans ran a clown 
named [Bill] Brophy who had this friend 
bodyguard righthand man This guy was a pimp 
Not even the Republicans [took] it seriously 
They didn’t take Brophy seriously So after the 
election--the primary--Brophy called us Well 
called Raul It was Raul and he wanted to meet 
and talk about the campaign So Raul told me 
about it And we said Well let's go listen to 
what he's got to say So we went up to a 
restaurant on Eastern [Avenue] I don't remember 
the restaurant And we met with Brophy and this 
partner of his 

Do you remember his partner's name 9 
No I really don’t I’m not being evasive I 
don't And Brophy said Look you guys 
run If you run a decent campaign you 

know it could be helpful I want to be helpful 
to you too ' And he said I'll give you some 
money to run to help your campaign 
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Knowing full well that this would weaken the 
Democratic candidate Alatorre right ' 7 
Yeah It would hurt Alatorre It wouldn’t hurt 
him So Raul and I we listened to it I said 
Oh money Boy could we use some money 
Hmm But Brophy Ouch’ So Raul and I left 
and we told him we would give him our answer 
And we said Told him we’d talk about it 

Raul [thought] it wasn t a good idea It was a 
bad idea So I said Okay Fine Let ? s close 
him down Let T s not take it Let 1 s not take the 
money And I don't know if we told him or if 
Raul called him back To this day it’s always 
been banging on my head But we told Brophy 
no Now the offer was from Brophy and his man 
He [Brophy]'s an independently wealthy little 
snot So (a) it's not CREEP [Committee to 
Reelect the President] money It's Brophy money 
that I know of Now if Brophy was fronting for 
CREEP I don't know that 

By CREEP you mean the Committee to Reelect the 

President 9 

Right 

That [organization] was already in position to 
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get [President] Richard [M ] Nixon reelected 
right 0 

Yeah I think that was the sequence I know 
that we didn’t take Brophy's money itself I 
know it was offered I know we considered it 
And I know we didn't take it Because if we had 
taken it I ought to have some money 
This was a meeting that you and Raul attended 
with Brophy and another person in a restaurant 
right 0 
Yeah 

Tell me about the meeting that took place m the 
Euclid Heights Community Center at which you were 
present Raul Ruiz [was] present and probably 
all the other people from La Raza Unida And in 
which some people came m who were from the 
CREEP but refused to give their names And 
again they offered 
I was there 0 

You've been placed there 

At Euclid Heights Community Center 0 

At Euclid Heights Community Center 

Seriously 0 Boy somebody would have to jog my 


memory 
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Listen to these sequence of events Let's see if 
anything does jog your memory There was a 
meeting of several people who were involved not 
only from the City Terrace but from the Eastside 
chapter of La Raza Unida 

That would have been Richard Santillan And to 
this day I still can't remember the guy's 
name He had kind of red Reddish hair 

Had a beard 

Maybe that's Reginald 7 Reggie 7 Okay 
Darn it I don't remember It was Santillan and 
this other guy who were They had this 

office down on Brooklyn [Avenue] 

Exactly Two people that are identified as 
people from the Republican party—not necessarily 
CREEP—make an offer of money and resources The 
decision is made Well some people speak 

up vociferously that under no conditions should 
they take any money But others including I 
guess yourself and Raul say It's probably not 
a good idea for the organization to take money 
But that doesn't mean that individuals are not 
free to take that money to use it to the best 
political advantage Do you remember that 
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meeting at all 9 Any part of that? 

No 1 1 m trying to remember right now No Now 
I'm even willing to talk to Santillan or to Raul 
about this right now Ask them to refresh my 
memory because I don't remember that I don't 
remember the meeting I don't even begin to 
remember individuals walking in making an offer 
or even discussing it 

I wouldn't imagine that they would have walked in 
off the street I would imagine there would have 
been some coordination to have them there 
knowing that other people would be meeting that 
night so that they could make their 
presentation But I do know that there was a 
request that names not be asked of who those 
people were Don't ask us our names We are 
from the Republican party And this offer can be 
made And it can help you 
Did Santillan confirm this conversation 9 
Well I have one source that lays this out And 
Santillan is among the people that are present at 
this meeting That's why I’m asking you if you 

Independent of what Richard might say or might 
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not say or Raul might say or might not say I 

don't remember such a meeting 

Okay 

I don t remember such a meeting Now if there 
was such a meeting I would like to remember it 
so I can tell you Yes you're right Or No 
this is what I remember happening But I at 
this point 

The only other triangulation that I have with 
this is someone who was close to Donald Segretti 
coming to another person whom I've interviewed 
and who for different reasons—ethical and legal 
agreements and what have you—must remain 
anonymous at this point 
Sure Sure Sure 

I've had some confirmation And this is the 
connection A friend or an acquaintance I guess 
even a close acquaintance of Donald Segretti 
confirming that in fact CREEP money was funneled 
into Raza Unida efforts here in California to 
help the Republican party Now how much money 
I haven't got those kinds of figures I'm not 
sure at this point whether the Freedom of 
Information Act such as it is would [produce] 
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some of those documents But at this point it 
is at the level of oral affirmations that I would 
like to pursue orally 
Sure 

And jog people’s memory to see if there was 

anything to that I think it's an important 

historical moment 

Oh it would be It would be 

It would be damaging to some folks I 

understand And that's not my intent 

Well 

It might be perceived as damaging to some 
folks That's not my intent My intent is to 
try to fill in the historical record on those 
years and those efforts and a very important 
third-party effort in our community—La Raza 
Unida party 

I don *t know I don't know about I don't 

remember any such meeting So obviously I don't 
remember And I'm not being flip or cute 

with you 
All right 

I don't remember any such meeting I'm trying to 
go back in my mind and picture such an event 
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Euclid Heights Community Center 
It's a hard place to forget 

See the problem is I've had a lot of meetings at 
Euclid Heights Community Center [Laughter] 

Damn it See all this time I thought it was the 
Brophy meeting that people were talking about 
No Because at the Brophy meeting only you and 
Raul were there 

Well I mean Brophy's got a mouth 

Maybe we can come back to it at another juncture 

m the interview 

If Richard Santillan were to say Yes it 
happened and these were the [facts] I'd be 
more than glad to sit down with him and refresh 
my memory If I said what I said I'll admit to 
it Right now I don't remember You don't have 
to tell me what they said but have you ever 
asked any of the people who were supposed to have 
been there outside of the two CREEPS? 

I haven't finished interviewing everyone who 

ostensibly was there 

Okay 

When I do and when those transcripts are public 
you're more than welcome to look at them 
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Or you can even come back and ask me and say 
Look I already talked to Raul Santillan etc 
and they said this is what happened 
Well Raul has been asked about this question by 
other interviewers and he denies it 
Has Santillan been asked this question'? 

Yes 

By Well by other 

By myself 
In interviews'? 

Right 

You haven't published this yet? 

Not yet But when it is and if it is a public 

document you're more than glad to read it 
Sure 

You know I'd be more than glad to show it to 
you And then maybe we can go back over this 
matter See now why I am doing the interviews m 
the sequence that I'm doing them 9 
Sure 

My purpose as I say is to fill in the 
historical record 

Euclid Heights Community Center Two 
individuals Anglos and Mexicans 
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Both Who asked that they be not introduced by 
their names and their names not be known 
Who invited them there? 

Well that's what I don't know That I have no 
confirmation of No one knows of anyone I've 
interviewed 

Did they just pop up while the meeting was going 
on? 

I would hardly think so 
Huh? 

I would hardly think that two people from 
Washington D C —the upper echelons or even the 
lower echelons of the Republican party--would 
find their way to the corner of Whittier and 
Euclid some evening [Laughter] So I think it's 
all fascinating 
It is 

And maybe it will lead to nothing But let's get 
back to the 

Maybe I'm having selective amnesia 
It could be [Laughter] The memory often 
protects us better than we protect ourselves 
Absolutely 

Right Let's not dwell on this Let's move on 
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to the actual campaign What do you know about 
the events leading to the supposed shooting into 
Brophy's house at a 
Oh I know what happened 

very critical time 7 In fact he was on the 
way to make a phone call to the press 
I don't know if it was Brophy who told us—or 
someone told us It was that partner of his the 
one I was telling you about who shot into 
Brophy's house 
At his behest 7 
Yes 

How do you know that 7 

That's what I said I don't know if it was 
Brophy who told us Now did that happen at the 
primary 7 

Brophy told you 7 

That day at the restaurant I looked at him 
This boy is crazy This boy is And I 

had no vested interest m helping the Democrats 
or helping the Republican party I said This 
is crazy 

Did it have anything to do with you being 
reluctant to take the money 7 
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No 

Were you as reluctant as Raul? 

I was there That just put the icing on the cake 
as opposed to anything else This guy's 
crazy He’s crazy And he told us too He 
was That was his partner the guy who was 

there with him who shot into the place into the 
window 

As a means to do what? 

To get publicity It was timed remember 9 Now 
that you remind me it was timed within about two 
to three days prior to the elections 
Right before the elections 
It was that guy 


[End Tape 2 Side B] 
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[Begin Tape 3 Side A] 

VASQUEZ When we last met we were talking about the rise 
of a third-party effort in California politics in 
the Mexican-American community 
MARTINEZ Right 

VASQUEZ I want to continue that discussion But before 

that I'd like to set down some background to one 
particular effort that people were concerned 
with This third-party effort also you were 
involved with and that had to do with the 
reapportionment or redistricting based on the 
1970 census 
MARTINEZ Yes 

VASQUEZ Let's lay some background 
MARTINEZ Sure 

What was going on in 1970^ In 1970 Chicanos or 
Mexican-Americans comprised roughly 20 percent of 
California's population Yet less than 2 
percent of the state's elected officials were of 
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Mexican-American or Chicano origin There were 
only two Chicano members of the state 
legislature That was Assemblyman Alex P Garcia 
and Peter [R ] Chacon 
Right 

By this time [Philip L ] Soto had been 
defeated Philip Soto 
Phil Soto right 

He had been defeated There were no Mexican- 
Americans serving in the state senate and only 
one of California’s forty-three congressmen was a 
Chicano 
Who was that'* 

[Congressman Edward R ] Roybal 
Right 

And things weren’t any better in appointed 
positions Of the 15 500 elected and appointed 
officials at the municipal county state and 
federal levels of California only 310—or 2 
percent—were Mexican-Americans None of the top 

40 state officials in California were Chicano 
None of the top 20 advisers to the governor’s 
staff were Chicanos Of the nearly 700 state 
senate and assembly staff members listed m the 
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state legislative handbook only seven had 
Spanish surnames And none of the 132 top state 
positions including the supreme court judicial 
council the commission on judicial 
qualifications state court of appeals were held 
by Mexican-Americans That's the scenario 
Right 

Now you were with the Congress of Mexican- 

American Unity 

Right 

And you were gravitating towards—in fact 
involved in—a third-party effort La Raza Unida 
party 
Right 

What do you remember were the principal efforts 
in the Mexican community to affect m some way 
reapportionment between ’70 and *73 based on the 
1970 census' 7 

We have to break it down to my involvement in the 
state and the city of Los Angeles Then we were 
going to go out to the county To this day I 
don’t know why we didn’t go out to the county I 
think I know why At the state level to my 
knowledge in the preparation of redistrictmg 
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and reapportionment there wasn't an organized 
effort of any way shape or form prior to what 
we began to do I believe in late '71 It was 
after the [reapportionment] plan had been 
approved On behalf of Mexicanos at all 
What was it you were trying to do 7 
Well after the Forty-eighth Assembly District 
race we were still looking for a handle on 
trying to create a political party 
Before we go past that what do you feel were the 
lessons or was the message of the Forty-eighth 
Assembly race? 

One was that our method of campaigning was all 
wrong 

In what way 7 

Well we relied on a few stormtroopers type of 
approach Speaking to groups We did not have a 
tracking system We did not target our 
precincts per se We tried to concentrate on 
meeting with groups as opposed to building around 
a body of precincts house meetings door-to- 
door Doing a lot of real campaigning 
All right 

In general we didn't have that knowledge among 



VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 

VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


134 


us I don't know of anyone amongst us who had 
ever really participated in a political 
campaign A bunch of novices College 
students Chicano law students Quote unquote 
activists That was the group who was 
involved Some of the others—what we the Raza 
Unida chapters—tended to be more factions than 
chapters who participated [only] to a certain 
extent because still there was that feeling that 
this was not the approach that this should be 
taken up A debate was still occurring about 
What is the appropriate approach 7 

So we had that But we depended on things 
that we perceived needed to be done Where we 
needed to work Where our gut told us we needed 
to work We perceived the need to do a lot of 
proselytizing We perceived the need to put 
together a newspaper Oh lord 
A magazine or a newspaper 7 

A magazine Well we put together I think a 
little Forty-eighth tabloid 
Ah 

Out of La Raza A waste of time A waste of 
money A real waste I mean in retrospect 
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great ambition lousy tactics and a lousy 
campaign manager I know because I was the 
lousy campaign manager I also had a candidate 
who wanted to dominate every aspect of the 
campaign When Raul became the candidate he 
became dominant His personality tends to He 
wants to dominate the scene around him So we 
had two campaign managers myself and the 
candidate And since the candidate was the 
leader of the faction we had the candidate 
running the campaign manager and everybody 
else 

I also learned the value of knowing the 
demographics of the community—who can vote who 
can't vote Where are they? Just the basics 
Every reason why you have the basics I violated 
we violated in the campaign So we learned a 
lot I mean if I had to do it all over again I 
know what I would do I know we would have had a 
better shot at winning because there was I felt 
a receptiveness to the message Also our 
message was not clear As clear and succint as 
it needed to be 

Elaborate on that What was your message 7 
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Well the message was the general statement about 
the need to have self-determination over our own 
community and our own lives That sounds 
great You know the need to have somebody speak 
for us on education este y el otro [this and 
that] But what we weren't doing we weren't 
feeding back to the voters the symptoms of the 
violations or the need for those ideas The need 
for those ideas came from violation of values of 
principles and people’s lives that they all 
shared in common And the [Chicano] movement was 
a very vocal outcry against those violations So 
we did not feed back to people in real terms and 
real ways and real visual ideas what that meant 
in their lives That what we stood for was the 
challenging of those situations that created 
condition A B and C If you don't like 
condition A B and C vote for us because we 
stand for this principle which has been violated 
and allows this to happen 

How about the criticism about pitching a very 
negative message in the sense that you were 
saying "Neither one of the two parties can do 
anything for you' 7 " Yet you were offering very 
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evidence that you could 

Yeah That is what I’m talking about It would 
have made sense to say—and it still makes sense 
to articulate—that Neither party addresses our 
needs Here are our needs We are a great 
people We come from a place that says that we 
try and that we represent greatness Our people 
the Mexicano Latino But these are the 
conditions that we face every day that deny us 
the ability to live our greatness and be part of 
this country And neither party is addressing 
that We need to bring that to the public to 
the politicians To force them to begin to 
address that We need a voice We need to have 
somebody speak on our behalf To speak for those 
who have no voice We didn't take the 
positive I would consider that a positive 
approach As opposed to saying The Democrats 
and Republicans they aren't going to do us any 
good Vote us in Again see what did I learn 
from that 9 I learned that you can't And I 

knew it instinctively at that time because I 
used to walk out of the office of La Raza after 


five hours of planning the revolution on a weekly 
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lives I didn’t see their faces But I saw cars 
going by I saw lights I told you about 
that 
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Yes 

episode I knew that they were living a 
reality that was much more real than what we were 
living And we were not connected to that 
You saw that then 9 

I saw that then I saw that I could not 
articulate it and I didn't So I wasn’t able to 
state my case well What I felt was going on was 
that La Raza Unida didn't even want to deal with 
that Some elements of La Raza Unida didn't even 
want to deal with that here Because the 
contention was the system is screwed up You're 
never going to unscrew it and change those 
problems until the people rise up and change the 
whole political structure 
In one fatal swoop 7 

Either in one fatal swoop or from within the 
belly of the beast Or whatever So to try and 
tell people that life is screwed up and they 
could fix it by participating in the system was 
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wrong for us to do Because it was not So we 
rejected that approach completely So there was 
that element in there So that was an on-going 
continuous goddamned debate Then I couldn’t 
at that time put words to that feeling because 
I just said [It's] unconnected This is not 
real This is real This is not And until 
this becomes cognizant of the real it cannot 
lead us to what's real ' Great on theory lousy 
on practice kind of thing But you wanted to 
move on to reapportionment 
Reapportionment 
In the seventies 

But m addition to what you learned what was the 
message do you think that got out to the 
Republican and to the Democratic parties about 
the efforts of La Raza Unida? 

What got out to the public was very little I 
don't think we reached a lot of people 
frankly Even in our community I think we 
reached an activist community that supported 
us I think we reached a political community 
that said These guys are crazy But the 


public at large I don't think we reached it 
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Honestly I don't think we reached I never got a 
perception that the public at large came back to 
us and said yes like a popular movement [would 
do] 

Yet you had things like in May of '71 at the 
L A Press Club you had a group of Chicanos 
representing for example Alex Garcia and Ed 
Roybal's office--in person first of all Ross 
Valencia—rattling sabers I think Congress of 

Mexican-American Unity was at that press 
conference 

Yes Rattling sabers 

Saying Democrats better pay attention to us or 
we're going to vote the [Raza Unida] party We 
could be a threat You were reaching somebody 
Sure I think that was an act Rattling sabers 
is a good phrase Rattling sabers of the Chicano 
Democrats--not the Raza Unida--trying to create 
leverage 

For your efforts 7 

Sure I think if I would have been in there 
shoot I would have done it too Rattling 
sabers at the Democratic party I bet you they 
were making that statement in the context of 
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reapportionment 
Oh yes 

Yeah I don’t think that they were necessarily 
threatening them with Raza Unida I think you 
know the same comments were made in 1980 
right' 7 Comments like that are constant And 
it’s not based on the existence of a third 
party It's just based on a way of trying to 
[use] leverage and scare the Democrats 
With the illusion of a threat? 

The illusion of a threat 

How effective was the illusion of that threat? 
Have you seen anybody vote the party in large 
numbers' 7 

Well I ask you m the context of how much more 
attention or how much more sensitive the 
Democratic party was made by the effort 9 
Especially when they saw an election that they 
were very confident about winning derailed by a 
very small quote spoiler effort 
Yeah I think they were concerned I say I 
think because I have no way of knowing I’ve 
gotten very little feedback over the years from 
within the party or people knowledgable of the 
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party of that time about you know Hey you 
guys were really effective because this is what 
happened This person said this And [Walter 
J ] Karabian said that And Willie [L ] Brown 
said this And all these people said this and 
that Never got that Never got that I never 
got a feedback of You're being effective Keep 
up the heat You ain't going to win but boy 
are we going to have fun inside the party I 
never got that 

What was the reaction of people like Walter 
Karabian who was then the assembly majority 
leader or George [E ] Danielson who were 
representing these areas' 7 

I would imagine that they were righteously 
pissed 

You don't remember what it was 9 

No Because I never got feedback on it I would 
imagine they were righteously pissed because 
Karabian probably supported Alatorre He was not 
happy I think I vaguely remember people saying 
that Karabian was not happy because of the money 
What money 9 
Oh the money 



143 


VASQUEZ 


MARTINEZ 


VASQUEZ 


MARTINEZ 

VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


That he spent on that campaign and got nothing 
out of 9 

Yes Yes That must have pissed him off to no 
end That alone I can conjecture pissed him 
off 

Were you able to make any mileage out of your 
effort? Within Democratic electoral politics I’m 
talking 

To my knowledge 
The California party 

To my knowledge no Again you've got to 
remember that we both rejected and were not 
invited to be privy to a master plan Because 
there was no master plan that I knew of about how 
to leverage a third effort within a party It 
wasn't a conscious effort So there was a clear 
gap between the people that I knew evolved around 
La Raza Unida and those within the Democratic 
party The Mexicanos within the Democratic 
party I mean there was not a cross- 
pollination Like [in] Texas [there] was Texas 
was a closer—or a hell of a lot closer--to that 
kind of thinking or that kind of action—vis-&- 
vis the La Raza Unida [effort in] California To 
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this day I tend to think that more people m 
Texas were consciously thinking about or at least 
stumbled through a strategy that had the impact 
of leveraging Raza Unida into greater [influence] 
within the Democratic party It didn't happen 
here 
Why 9 

I tend to think the factors are [that] La Raza 
Unida was painted as being left-wing and radical 
That within Raza Unida there was no real 
leadership No good leadership that galvanized 
That could be held up There was nothing of that 
kind And there were ideological—if you will— 
factions within Raza Unida I also think that 
the Democratic party here in the state of 
California operated differently than the 
Democratic party operated in the state of Texas 
In the state of Texas initially there was 
no compromise Screw the Mexicans you know 
And the Mexicans were able to use that In 
Texas as in southern New Mexico there are clear 
dichotomies There's such a polarization between 
Mexicanos and Anglos that it creates a passion 
among Mexicanos People ask me What's the 
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difference between Mexicanos in Texas and the 
ones in California 7 Passion Pure and 
simple Everything is black and white m 
Texas Over here it’s shades of gray Or 
presumed to be shades of gray Also I feel that 
in retrospect the Anglo Democrats or non- 
Mexicano Democrats did not so much coopt us as 
coopted our politics by putting up their own 
Mexicans Our Mexicans did not evolve out of our 
own political agitation whether it would be with 
the Democratic party or Raza Unida or as a result 
of Raza Unida Our Mexicans in the legislature 
and in the state government evolved out of the 
Democratic leadership who created their own 
Mexicans 

Handpicking Mexicans 7 
Handpicking Mexicans 
Give me examples 
Richard Alatorre 
Another example? 

Art Torres 
Another example? 

Alex Garcia 
Another one 7 
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Peter Chacon Ruben Ayala Well 
contemporary 9 Willie Brown Richard [G ] 

Polanco Gloria [Molina] and Lucille Roybal- 
Allard they created themselves 
Explain that to me How did they create 
themselves 9 

Well they created themselves because their 
candidacies were not supported by party 
leadership Willie Brown did not support Gloria 
Molina Richard Alatorre did not support Gloria 
Molina There was a brawl Lucille Roybal- 
Allard was annointed by her father which was in 
community 

Who also is part of the Democratic party 
leadership in the state 9 Right? 

Yes But when I say the leadership the 
Democratic Anglo leadership She was annointed 
by—whether it was nepotism or not--she was 
appointed by the Mexicano Democratic party 
leadership Whether the Democratic party 
leadership of Mexicanos was valid or invalid 
that's not the point The point is Mexicanos 
annointed their own Or a Mexicano appointed his 
own A power broker within our community instead 
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of outside of our community So I think the Raza 
Unida played a part in accelerating the process 
by which the Anglo or non-Mexicano Democratic 
party leadership coopted our politics 
So you see a leadership group playing a 
preemptive role 
Yes 

in what they perceived to be an emerging 
social cohesion 7 

Absolutely Did you see them after [Edward] Ed 
Aguilar made his great statement 7 Did they run 
to Ed and say Oh you're absolutely right Ed 
what do we do 7 7 Did they run to Herman [Sillas 
Jr ] and say Herman what do we do 7 7 Did they 
go back to Richard Calderdn and say You know 
Richard I know the election was a close one 
Why don't you take another crack at it 7 
What was the response to that? 

What was the Democratic party's response 7 Art 
Torres [Laughter] Another crack by Richard 
Alatorre Then Jerry Brown came in And he even 
pissed off the handpicked Mexicans m the state 
legislature When he got elected he didn't 
consult Alatorre or Torres on who should be his 
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Mexicans He didn't even talk to Mexicanos in 
the quote unquote "community' around the 
state What did he do? He picked his own He 
picked a Tejano Mario Obledo to head [the 
Department of] Health and Welfare It pissed 
everybody off Complete cooptation of our 
politics 

I want to come back to this because it s 

fascinating 

Sure 

Not today But I'm saying for another decade 
when we meet again But I want to finish up our 
discussion on the 1970 effort on reapportionment 
All right 

There was a group called Chicanos for Fair 

Reapportionment 

Right 

Tell me about that 

That was an outgrowth of the Forty-eighth 
[Assembly District election] 

Give me some names of who was involved in it 
Miguel [F ] Garcia Percy Duran Myself 
[Stanley] Stan Levy [Clifford] Cliff Lazar 
Let's see Who else 7 Mostly Chicano law 
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students 

What was the last name 9 

Clifford Lazar He's a computer wizard who 
worked for ARCO [Atlantic Richfield Company] 

Loved politics and computers Those things you 
had terminals Those things that just 
chugged And he tapped into the ARCO computer 
with a terminal at his home So he could do our 
state plan But he was our tactical Not 

his strategy but as far as creating lines he 
was our tactical genius 
How sophisticated were those lines 9 
Very sophisticated Because they were not lines 
drawn on demographic criteria alone They were 
lines based on I've been trying to 

remember the seven standards Seven standards of 
what makes effective representation in 
reapportionment 
The compactness 9 
Yes No 
Contiguity 9 

Community of interest 9 
All right 

Back in those days in '70 we were talking about 
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community of interest We were talking about 
contiguous districts Or conterminous Very 
similar with what they have in Arizona So that 
people will have a congressman a senator and an 
assemblyman that they could speak to and not be 
divided into ten different locations We used 
what types of boundaries' 7 There were seven 
standards and I 1 ve been racking my brain I 
even asked Stan about that I'm trying to 
remember because those standards and criteria 
became the basis for the special masters They 
used ours 

See we as a group created that then 
because MALDEF [Mexican-American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund] gave us funding This was 
when Mario was the director We pinned Mario at 
the Oakland Airport for money It was the 
Chicano law students going there And so it 
became called the MALDEF lawsuits But actually 
they were Stanley's [lines] 

Was it Chicanos for Fair Representation' 7 When 
did it become Citizens for Fair Representation 9 
And why 9 


MARTINEZ I thought it was Californios for Fair 



VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 

VASQUEZ 


MARTINEZ 

VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


151 


Representation 

That was in the eighties But in the 1970s 
What was the first one 7 

It went from Chicanos for Fair Representation to 
Citizens for Fair Representation Do you 
remember that 7 Were you in it throughout the 
whole process 7 

Through most of it Remember I had to spend 
some time m jail 

I remember that That's why I'm asking 
[Laughter] No I wasn't in it throughout the 
whole process but I was in it through the state 
and the city [reapportionment] And I don't 
remember Citizens I could be wrong 
Were you still a member of the Congress for 
Mexican-American Unity 7 

No The Congress for Mexican-American Unity went 
down for the last gasp during the Forty-eighth 
Assembly [race] Because by that time Esteban 
had been literally forced out of it by his staff 
at TELACU Because they thought he was going to 
jeopardize their funding Because we were 
getting aggressive The congress was getting 
aggressive at challenging politicos [Mayor 
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Samuel W ] Yorty's administration and what have 
you 
I see 

So his staff got real nervous about the impact on 
their funding and their efforts And he got 
out So that left me as the vice chair holding 
el saco [the bag] 

[Laughter] 

And I couldn’t keep it up because the congress 
was based a great deal on Esteban Torres Like 
this [Southwest Voter Registration and Education 
Project] was based on Willie [C ] Velasquez And 
the [United] Farm Workers was based on Cesar 
Chavez And Martin Luther King's organization 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference it 
was based on charismatic leadership At that 
time—and probably still today--I ain’t one of 
those people So it went under during the Forty- 
eighth 

So the Chicanos for Fair Representation was an 
outgrowth or an upshot of the Forty-eighth 
District race What was the strategy and tactics 
that you hoped to implement 7 And how did you 
hope to affect reapportionment 7 



153 


MARTINEZ 


Well after the Forty-eighth I began to take a 
look at the district and said You know what we 
really need is the ability to run and compete in 
some of these damned districts " Just looking at 
that area my own I began to realize that Shit 
you know some things could happen if you moved 
lines around That was really the first time I 
became aware of the process of reapportionment 
I was totally naive about it and not aware of 
reapportionment at that time I had to learn 
from scratch 

So then Raul and I talked about it and he 
said yeah To accept Raul I think we're 

a part of him probably a great part of him But 
[he] took the ideological approach This is the 

only time he was probably realistic We ain't 
going to win this election So all we're going 
to get out of it is good PR [public relations] 

I said No man So how do you handle a 
shocked victim 7 Let him roll bandages So he 
said Go ahead You know you do that That s 
off and started doing reapportionment [Laughter] 
Oh good He let me out into the yard I 
still to this day don't know how I moved from one 
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to the other and how people came together But I 

know I ended up with Stan Levy Cliff Lazar some 

of the Chicano law students and Rosalio Hooked 

up together And said We've got to put this 

together This is doable This can happen So 

we started in with the idea I think we made one 

or two [presentations] before the reapportionment 

panels That was it 

What effect do you think it had 9 

Zip It was chaired by Willie Brown at that 

time 

That [reapportionment] committee? 

That committee was chaired by Willie Brown 

Tell me about another effort and that was the 

Coalition for Fair Representation headed by 

Herman Sillas What do you remember about that 9 

Was that again 9 

Reapportionment 

Statewide 9 

Statewide 

I don't know anything about that one I don't 
recollect 

Maybe the reference may have been more visible in 
terms of the [Los Angeles] city [reapportionment] 
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We were also more visible in the city But on 
the statewide we pursued a litigation strategy 
strictly We did not pursue a high visibility 
I think we tried to pull a couple of press 
conferences We got you know zero coverage 
So we pursued primarily a litigation strategy 
Ours was strictly lawsuits And Stan Levy 
Because you had access to MALDEF 9 
No Because of Stanley Because MALDEF didn’t 
have any attorneys Stan Levy became the lead 
attorney and he managed all the law students 
All the Chicano law students He was a professor 
at Loyola Law School which generated a lot of 
the activists Chicano law students at that time 
were coming out of the Loyola Law School So 
Stan managed the law students He was the legal 
team leader of that particular effort 
They did research and that sort of thing 9 
He directed the research He and Cliff directed 
the research what research we needed to do I 
remember us--I forget whose van it was—traveling 
up and down the state talking to people about 
getting support among Chicano leadership in 
different parts of the state for the 
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reapportionment strategy Chicanos for Fair 
Representation Getting support from Chicano 
leadership up and down the state We were 
sporadic because we didn't have a lot of 
resources There were not a hell of a lot of 
us And there wasn't a great ground swell around 
this Obviously the Coalition for Fair 
Reapportionment didn't go a hell of a long 
ways Because the plans were illegal still We 
didn't hit the city until after we had overturned 
the state [plan in court] twice 

We concentrated on the state and started 
preparing for the city and we prepared the 
lines We got in touch with [Los Angeles City 
Councilman Edmund D ] Edelman who was the 
chairman of the city council committee on 
reapportionment He said he wanted to be 
helpful We figured out what plans would work 
You know how to turn the city council districts 
from north/south in the Eastside to east/west 
Then we could come up with two possibly even 
three city council districts 
What happened 7 

Edelman chickened out at the last minute I 
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mean we went to a hearing He said He 

wanted us to settle for one We kept saying 
no We knew he was bringing in city council 
members individually to show them the plans he 
was preparing for their district We had several 
sessions with him and his staff about Hey this 
is what’s got to happen Or X agree with 
you We’ve got to work something out blah- 
blah-blah It began to show that he wasn’t He 
wanted us to go for one [district] I forgot the 
discussions that came from I think Herman 
[who] was involved in the discussions around the 
city We were pushing and we were holding out 
for two A minimum of two And we were being 
told We'll give you one without [Councilman 
Arthur K ] Art Snyder I said You're going to 
give us one without Snyder anyway That's not 
the issue The issue is how many 7 Look our 
numbers and what have you Anyway if you 

put us m north/south one without Snyder you 
can't It's impossible because the guy 

lives almost near the border And anyway the 
district if you go north/south the area of the 
city with the highest propensity to vote--which 
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is an Anglo area--with this portion of the city 
of Los Angeles that has the lowest propensity to 
vote—which is Mexicanos—we're still going to 
lose You can put all the Mexicans you want in 
that As long as you keep that clump up there 
you're going to kill us So you're not doing us 
a favor Go east/west you do us a favor You 
create two maybe three districts So we kept 
going around and around 

Finally came the hearing where he presented 
the city council [plan] He presented the 
district—one district--with Art Snyder m it I 
spoke in that city council session [and I was] 
pissed I think it was after I got out of 
jail So I had Stan go up with me to the podium 
and stand there I said All I want you to do 
is stand here and when the cops If the 

cops come to bust me be my attorney on the 
spot Because by this time I had learned 
[Laughter] When I get busted I want my attorney 
standing right there Because we might get into 
a brawl Because I started just you know 
pounding away There was some gaveling and stuff 


like that 
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What was the upshot 9 You got nothing 9 
We got nothing The city council approved the 
plan Stan and I went into a quiet room--empty 
office—with Edelman and his chief of staff And 
Edelman and I began screaming at each other I 
cussed him out You sold out blah-blah- 
blah And he said "I could not give you what 
you wanted because it would have meant that I 
would have had to put Art Snyder in the same 
district with the ex-actor I forget what his 
name is But his wife took over after he died 
The irony was that the guy died shortly 
thereafter And he said 'That guy amongst the 
city council members is the best liked of the 
bunch Everybody likes him Art Snyder is the 
least liked amongst his colleagues If I put 
them together the city council will take the 
committee away from me and redraw those damned 
lines I said Fine We will sue their 

asses I said There’s no problem We’ll sue 

them They'll break the law We’ll sue ’em 
What the hell is the difference 9 You know give 
us a shot You know what's right You know 
what's decent And here you are cowering to 
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partisan considerations You know it's illegal 
What was his response? 

That's just the political reality I had to do 
it " 'Fine So then what we did was we held a 
press conference And we put up a map We did 
some analysis And we found that At the 

time [Councilman] Billy Mills was on city 
council Billy Mills and Tom Bradley under the 
new district if you looked at the plans between 
their districts the district line came here 
They were two little footballs like this One 
from this district over here on this side and 
one from this district on this side sticking in 
over here Billy Mills lived here Tom Bradley 
lived here So we brought Tom Bradley m and we 
showed him the map Look at that See that 9 
You're violating the constitution That's 
incumbency protection That's illegal We’re 
going to file [a lawsuit] on the city council 
And we would like you—because he was getting 
ready for his second run for mayor—to join 
us That was an amicus brief 

Because I remembered that Jerry Brown had 
joined us on an amicus brief during the state 
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reapportionment We want you to help He 
wouldn’t do a reconsideration But he would do 
the amicus brief He asked something and we did 
a dumb thing To this day I think it haunts me 
in my relationship with city hall He [Bradley] 
said All right Let me see your [copy of the] 
brief or your " Fine Stan says I 

have got [only] one copy At that time we 
didn't have computers So you didn't have them 
on disks So we gave him our only copy And we 
kept waiting for the amicus brief A week went 
by A couple of weeks went by We called 
Well he wasn't finished with it He hadn't had 
a chance to take a look at it Okay Fine A 
couple more weeks went by And we started 
getting Oh oh We were concerned about the 
filing deadline on this damned thing We wanted 
to file So he wasn't coughing it up And he 
wouldn't cough it up This was during election 
time So he was holding onto our goddamned 
lawsuit And he wasn't going to cut [it] 
loose By this time Danny Villanueva came in 
We actually endorsed him Danny was still being 
in his radical days after Ruben and all that so 
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Danny and I could talk We went down to city 
hall We're going to get this son of a bitch 
Bradley? 

And I said Look let's pin him I called up 
Danny and I said Danny here's the 
situation I explained the district And 
They're trying to screw us We deserve two 
districts blah-blah-blah Danny showed 
concern And I said Look with KMEX [TV] 
would you be willing to withdraw your endorsement 
of Tom Bradley if he doesn't cough up and help 
us 7 He said yes Great So I got my little 
chingazo over there So we went to the city 
council You go to city council chambers I'll 
go to his office We'll pin him We'll get 
him So I went to the city council office 

I walked in and I said I'd like to see 
Councilman blah-blah-blah He's not here 
right now I've got a quick temper Could 

never tell I've got a quick temper So I 

looked at the secretary I said You tell that 
son of a bitch that I'm going to get on the phone 
right now and call Danny Villanueva He s ready 
to withdraw his endorsement of Tom for mayor 



163 


VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


unless I get that brief here and now Two 
minutes later out walks Maurice Weiner 
Richard Wait Let’s not What’s all 

this? Blah-blah-blah I said I don’t want to 
hear anything You're supposed to give us our 
amicus brief and you got our brief I want the 
brief now I'm going to get Danny Villanueva on 
this phone line and he's ready to pull his 
endorsement if I say 'Go ' So what's it going 
to be 9 He said Well don't get upset He 
went in the back Well three minutes later 
there's a phone call The phone call Mr 
Martinez there's a phone call for you And it 
was Herman 
Herman Sillas 9 

Yes He said Richard I just had a 
conversation with the councilman Because 
Herman was on his campaign committee I just 
had a conversation with the councilman I said 
"Yes And 9 And he said The councilman is 
willing to do this He will give you back your 
brief with an amicus brief if before the 
election no word of this gets out to the 
press If word of this gets out to the press 
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you ain t getting back the brief 
MARTINEZ So I forget what my response was to Herman I 
think it was more shock than anything else 
VASQUEZ Why shock 7 

MARTINEZ I've never been blackmailed I’ve never been 

blackmailed for a black man by a Mexican All 
right Fine So we kept our mouths shut The 
election came and went and we got our brief 
back Tom Bradley treats me with a great deal of 
distance to this day I was so pissed I 
couldn't talk to Herman for several years And 
we’re cousins by marriage His wife is my 
mother's cousin Everything cooled off when he 
got indicted [Laughter] Todo se paga Todo 
se paga [What goes around comes around ] So 
now we're good friends [Laughter] 

[End Tape 3 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side B] 

MARTINEZ We had to appeal in the [state] supreme 
[court] It was the supreme court that 
[over]turned the reapportion plan Not the trial 
courts So trial courts did the same thing to 
us Not until later did I understand why trial 
courts don't want to screw with the shit 
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Why? 

Because they don't want to mess with local 

jurisdiction rights It's like state rights but 

more at a local level The judges don't want to 

mess with that concept of federalism 

The similar argument being made around the 

current county reapportionment 9 

Yes 

Is that right 9 

Yes It doesn't hold water because the courts 
have the right What you have to do is you have 
to take it to the supreme court Because supreme 
courts are bigger than that They don't think on 
those terms They'll overturn them They'll 
reverse them They'll say No No What 
they're really saying on this first initial 
lawsuit—because it happened in Texas and New 
Mexico--regardless whether it s federal law it 
still happened in Texas and New Mexico The 
federal trial courts found against us The same 
way in Watsonville So the supreme courts or the 
appellate courts have to say to the trial judge 
Okay you guys Look we know you don't like 
these cases We know you don't like screwing 
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around with constitutional prerogatives or great 
constitutional questions But that's tough 
beans You’ve got to adjudicate these cases 
Because they are only ruling against us because 
they haven't adjudicated the case They don t 
want to mess with it So fine Stan took the 
blame for it And I don’t think it's Stan's 
fault I think it’s just a screwup We missed 
[filing] by twenty-four hours for the appeals 
deadline Otherwise the city would have been 
ruled unconstitutional and we would have had 
city reapportionment way back then 
Done by the courts ' 7 

Done by the courts It would have happened 
then We wouldn’t have to go through this 
expensive bullshit that MALDEF had to go through-- 
what six years ago—to try and get them to do 
it We would have had it very inexpensively 
very cheap And we had them by their short 
hairs Because we had just rolled over the state 
on the same damned basis We were on a roll 
History is made of inches minutes and 
almost We screwed up We screwed up 
administratively Que raza 1 [Laughter] 
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Evaluate now the 1970 effort of the Mexican- 

American community in California 

Well 

on reapportionment 

On the county we just ran out of gas Everybody 
was beaten tired discouraged Guys started to 
getting into their [lives] Had to 

[graduate from] law school and were starting to 
get into their bar exams So we just ran out of 
gas We flat ran out of gas If we didn t want 
the city lawsuit I think we would have had 
enough gas to go out to the county If we had 
been on a roll at that time who knows what we 
would have been able to do at that point 0 You 
know if's 

Now what did that effort do 9 Did that effort set 
a baseline or a platform for the 1980 effort 9 
Yes 

And/or did that effort tip off to the powers that 
be in the Democratic and Republican parties that 
maybe they should be a little bit more attentive 
to preempting efforts m the future 9 
It did several things First of all it did tip 
off the party because next time—around 1980-- 
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Willie Brown was speaker And he knew our 
lawsuit didn't win He was prepared for it He 
remembered 1971 '72 He remembered it And 

Californios for all of their efforts for 
everything they did came up short because he was 
ready for them So we prepared him Nineteen- 
seventy also showed again our relative political 
naivete Because we were never able to 
Well we backed up It also gave us our second 
congressional seat When did Esteban Torres [get 
elected] 7 

[Matthew] Martinez or Esteban Torres 7 
When did Esteban get elected? 

I guess it was what [1982] 7 

It created his It created Esteban Torres s 

[seat] I felt that the plan could have created 
more [seats] It also created Raymond [J ] 
Gonzales's [seat] Gonzales won in '72 in the 
assembly then lost it again 
The one-termer 7 

One-termer Because he pissed off Cesar 

Is that why he lost 7 

He told Cesar Stick with unions and leave 
politics to the politicians Did not go well 
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[Laughter] 

He was out the next time around So we created 
this opportunity We were never able to follow 
up with them effectively I remember a meeting 
at Herman Sillas's office prior to the Bradley 
campaign Because at the time [Jesse M ] Unruh 
was running when Bradley was going to make a 
second go-around 
Nineteen seventy 7 

'Seventy-one 7 Something like that So Unruh was 
running So we had this meeting and labor was 
there Herman was there Some of the Democrats 
were there I think Ralph Ochoa was there I 
forget who but a couple of ladies were there I 
was there 
As what 7 

Beats the hell out of me I was wearing so many 
hats in those days it wasn't even funny As 
what 7 Raza Unida 7 Californios for Fair 
Representation 7 I don't know I also just found 
out about it and I showed up [Laughter] One 
of the three And they were talking about 
Well let's do this Let's split ourselves 
among the city The two mam candidates 
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Oh I think one of the Arag6ns was there also 
Let's split ourselves among the candidates and 
we all fund-raise for those candidates and we do 
our best shot When one of them wins the others 
just move over And we'll see what we can do on 
leveraging these key appointments And this y 
el otro I made one shot that got them to stop 
and think--oh I think—about ten seconds and 
then they just moved on We had already won the 
state lawsuit and we were on a roll I said 
Look and we were getting ready to vote on the 
city council I said Instead of us putting up 
money time and effort for these mail-out 
campaigns which is going to get us appointments 
but no real political power we should be 
concentrating and using our resources to take 
advantage of what's been created At that time 
I had a real sense of how many assembly districts 
and senate districts might have been affected or 
what have you We can take advantage of that 
Let's put up our candidates for those Let s go 
take them and use that We elect our own and 
[then we can exert] leverage more within the 
Democratic party and the state legislature I 
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was thinking about picking up and building real 
political power At that time it began to 
become clear that this bullshit about 
appointmentitis was crazy I said Let s have 
power Let’s have real political power And 
then they went right back to the discussion I 
said Fuck This is it I just stayed quiet 
for the rest of the meeting And I left to La 
Raza 

Was it that they had no confidence in the ability 
to do that* 7 Or were you being naive 9 Or were 
you already blacklisted 9 

Probably already blacklisted They probably 
thought I was naive In those days my standard 
uniform was Levis A Levis jacket and a black 
[shirt] It wasn’t suits It wasn’t I 

didn’t wear the badges that gave them the 
confidence I wore the badges and the labels 
that gave them the feeling fringe 
[Laughter] 

I didn't wear suits and ties until I started 
working with the IAF [Industrial Areas 
Foundation] 


VASQUEZ 


What was their reticence? 
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Also I think that they were not willing to take 
a risk at trying something new because what they 
were risking was double or nothing And they had 
a little something 

That something was what 9 Being the in s 9 
The in's Getting in 
To campaigns to get appointments 9 
Yes And that was real 

Straight to something else from someone that 
like Herman Sillas would come from a generation 
that in fact that's almost all there was m 
politics 9 

Hey hope springs eternal Eternal I was you 
know If I was going to be that pragmatic 

and civil that's the way they are What the 
hell? Then I should have left Californios then 
and gone farther to other lands I didn’t know 
anything I had dreams visions hopes Maybe 
my hopes and expectations were unrealistic But 
I felt that they made sense to me It made sense 
because I could see that political power was 
respected when you owned your own When it was 
yours I don't mean it m an isolationist way 
I mean when it was yours you could negotiate 
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And that s the name of the game Do you have 
any questions' 7 

If you had people like Ralph Ochoa from the same 

generation as yourself 

Uh-huh 

and I imagine [Manuel] Manny Aragon is 
who you’re talking about 
Ralph Ochoa was bug-bit 
He was what 9 
He was bug-bit 
Tell me what that means 

Bug-bit I have found that once you run for 
office you’ve got to run 
You like it 9 

Well I don’t know if you like it But you feel 
like I just have to run 
Especially if you lose the first time 9 
Yes These people were bug-bit And the only 
game in town was the Democratic party So what I 
was in effect also probably advocating to them 
was to go up against the Democratic leadership 
Maybe the blacklisting was to be associated with 
either myself or That kind of a political 


view was to put yourself in a position of getting 
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on the bad side of the Democrats 
So overall evaluate for me if you will the 
effort in the 1970s reapportionment in California 
on behalf of the Mexican community Of all the 
efforts that were made 

A great start bad ending Great start because 
there were skills there were abilities there 
were constitutional rights I mean we just had 
everything It was unexpected It was something 
that the politicians did not expect It was a 
surprise attack Even though it was a small 
little band of guerrilleros it was a surprise 
attack that knocked over the giant you know 
Great beginning Goddamn it was a good 
beginning But it began to fall apart We fell 
apart when we missed our deadline on the city 
Which meant that this didn't happen and this 
didn't happen and this didn't happen and this 
didn't happen 
The momentum was broken 7 

Yeah And not only the momentum Well you can 
say the momentum was broken but something more 
real than momentum was broken A chain of events 
was broken Because I m my heart of hearts know 
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that we would have won those lawsuits against the 
city or against the county at a very low cost 
At a very timely point in our political history 
You seem to be saying had that happened we 
wouldn’t have to be going through this county 
suit [now] 9 

That 1 s right That's right Or the city suit in 
the seventies and eighties We wouldn’t have to 
do it We had them by the shorthairs We were 
the ones I’m not saying it as conjecture I 
know we would [have won] Because it was a sneak 
attack They were not prepared There was no 
John McDermott who knew how to John 

McDermott was working at the Western Center on 
Law and Poverty at the time There was no way 
for the They had no data They had 

nothing m their defense They were 
defenseless Their guards were down The gates 
were open The centaurs were asleep 
Where did we come up short 9 [Lack of] political 
leadership 9 

Leadership Clearly leadership Which would 
have engendered money exposure momentum- 
created momentum and so on I don't think that 
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any of us were of the caliber and leadership that 
was needed It needed an Esteban Torres It 
needed people of the stature of oh Mario Obledo 
or that type to gather [forces] Mario was the 
head of MALDEF at the time He used to head 
MALDEF He didn't move Esteb&n He didn't 
move 

And the senior statesman Roybal was too locked 
into the party 7 

Absolutely Absolutely He wasn't going to fuck 
with the party because they were going to fuck 
with him I remember on the lawsuit—as you 
mentioned it—we told him about the lawsuit And 
we asked him to participate He would not 
participate I'm trying to recall right now 
because we were both in the makeup room at 
Channel 7 Channel 7 was doing a thing on 
Mexicans Vikki Carr Roybal a whole bunch of 
folks and myself Discussing the Mexican 
community for a two-hour [program] I think they 
had two or three of these things and they showed 
them on TV 

So Roybal and I were in the same group We 
happened to be in the same room and I talked to 
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him about it He said Go get them I can't 
help you So you know the people who could 
have led us didn't I mean it got so petty I 
went over to see Tony Rios in CSO [Community 
Service Organization] during this time and he 
never forgot I asked him to be a part of to 
join with us este y el otro His only response 
to me was You outsiders are always coming in 
here telling us what our community will decide 
East L A will decide what 1 s going to be done 
You outsiders fuck you And I hung up I 
said Fuck this I tried talking to him I 
got this blast about the outsiders and how the 
people of East LA will decide And este y el 
otro Got it 9 Jesus Christ So you know 
that's where the bad ending [comes in] 

Good beginning bad ending Lack of leadership 
the inability to pick up the momentum the 
inability to build on that The mind-set If 
this had been Texas where life is polarized you 
know Judge Pena Joe Bernal even what's 

his name 9 He was a city councilman before he 
went bad Ben Reyes and some of the others You 
know they would have picked it up [Mario] 
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Compean Because they at least had a better 

sense of pragmatic politics and how to 

know win and lose in politics 

Okay Why don't we stop there for the day° 

we'll pick it up next time 

Okay 

3 Side B] 


You 


And 
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May 7 1990] 

4 Side A] 

Before we go on to a discussion of the 1981 
effort of Californios for Fair Representation 
here in California I believe you have some 
recollections or clarifications on an earlier 
discussion that we had 

Right On the point I raised about Esteban 
Torres being flown in from Mexico at the time of 
the East L A riots on August 29 I checked that 
out the other day with a family member of Esteban 
who was on that trip And no that did not 
happen I was wrong on that They drove back 
themselves They found out about the August 29 
not the day after as they were passing through 
San Diego And then they made a beeline home 
Okay 

It was a family outing A family vacation So 
that's my correction I was wrong on that 
All right Well in the last session we 
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discussed the 1970s effort of reapportionment 

here in California 

Right 

Now I would like to get into the 1981 effort 
specifically Californios for Fair Representation 
Tell me if you will for the sake of focus what 
was your vantage point on that 9 
I was a staff organizer at that time with UNO 
[United Neighborhoods Organization] UNO Yeah 
here in East Los Angeles So I was working with 
the IAF at that time The strategy of UNO at 
that point was not to get involved in politics 
the electoral political field because we felt 
that there wasn’t for us a base large enough that 
gave us leverage to impact reapportionment or 
elections or what have you 

The focus I believe at that time was what the 
parish 9 

The focus was parish development The focus was 
utilizing issues as an organizing base The 
reason we didn't get into electoral politics was 
because we were concentrated in East Los Angeles 
with a combination of the unincorporated [area] 
and the city portion of East Los Angeles We 
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realized that we only affected one city council 
district out of fifteen in effect We were only 
m a portion of one supervisorial district We 
covered maybe two assembly seats We did not 
have an established relationship a power 
relationship with any of those elected 
officials 

Could you be more specific and tell me which 
districts you were involved with 9 
At the time it was Snyder's city council 
district I don't know if he was m Fourteenth 
or First at the time The supervisorial seat was 
Edelman 1 s The assembly seats were Alatorre's 
and Torres's 
Art 9 

Art Torres He was not a senator at that time 
The senator was Alex Garcia We felt that the 
interests in those areas gave us no leverage 
politically That in order for us to be more 
effective we had to have a citywide basis that 
could affect multiple council districts and 
supervisorial districts At the time we felt 
that it was going to take us anywhere from four 
to five years from that point Obviously it's 
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taking them even this long I mean they're 
still at it 

But they are based now m the San Gabriel 
Valley They have a broader South Los Angeles 
base They're trying to develop a San Fernando 
Valley base But they're still not at the place 
where their political clout is strong enough to 
begin to move into the electoral political 
field They tried a couple of times And it 
hasn't worked the way it should I juxtapose 
that against the COPS [Communities Organized for 
Public Service] effort COPS within two years 
after their creation was a politically powerful 
organization that was affecting city council 
races 

In San Antonio Texas 7 

In San Antonio Texas They were directly 
impacting and playing a role in electoral 
politics They were down at city hall They 
were playing more of the power broker role So 
they were much quicker So the IAF model is not 
a political model It is not a political [model] 
when you don't have any leverage When you have 
leverage it is highly political m a real sense 
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Tell me was UNO approached by the folks that 
ultimately came together to put Californios for 
Fair Representation into action 9 

They did not approach them directly They called 
me It was Richard Santillan who called me I 
don't remember exactly when he called me I tend 
to think it was in '80 Because in January of 
'81 I moved to San Antonio to start working with 
COPS And I had already been approached by 
Richard at our office over here by phone 
Okay 

What it was is he told me he was out of the Rose 
Institute [of State and Local Government] and 
that he wanted me to go out and take a look at 
what they had I don't remember if he said UNO 
but I know he said because of my involvement 
with the 1971-72 reapportionment that I might 
be interested I could add to what they were 
doing We had a conversation on the phone first 
of all because of my focus as an organizer at 
that time with the IAF or what have you I 
wasn't that interested in getting into 
reapportionment I had a different focus at that 
point And I had really separated myself from my 
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previous connections with the movement Chicano 
movement people I had really stayed m the 
background to move up these parish families But 
we had this conversation To this day I’ve tried 
to remember it on several occasions Not just 
connected with this interview The idea came out 
that—and I don’t remember if it was in this 
conversation or a subsequent conversation—the 
Rose Institute was begun by the California 
Roundtable or some of the members of the 
Roundtable They put up the bucks And their 
idea was to create a body 

The institute or the reapportionment project 
No The Rose Institute They started out with 
Hewlett-Packard [Company] equipment and what 
have you 

I had understood that at the beginning it was a 
grant from the Rose family 

It could have been But why’s the Rose family 
connected 9 And where did the equipment come 
from 9 As I have learned if you've got a 
computer everything else is easy Because if 
you've got a big computer that could churn out a 
lot everything else becomes easy But it 
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became The California Roundtable was there 

at the beginning 
That's true 
So 

Did it bother you? 

Yes Because of my engagement with what we 
called the Committee of 25' here in L A through 
UNO 

Tell me about that 

The Committee of 25 was like an offshoot of the 
California Roundtable It was twenty-five CEO's 
from corporations based here in Los Angeles 
ARCO Times Mirror [Corporation] Dart 
Industries what have you It was begun by 
Justin Dart And it was begun as a kind of a 
casual semiofficial gathering of CEO’s who would 
meet at a restaurant on Wilshire Boulevard And 
it’s called Oh shoot It’s down near the 

Carnation building where Crenshaw [Boulevard] 
runs into Wilshire Boulevard And I can’t 
remember the damned name It begins with a 
P Perino’s 

Okay 

They’d meet there once a month And in the 
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research that we did through UNO That was 

one of their [UNO] great strengths They do 
good good good power research What I call 
power research Not just data but power 
research Anyway these guys would meet once a 
month and they would invite in political 
leadership to share their ideas with them 
Right 7 People who had been invited were Julian 
Nava Tom Bradley the mayors of that time what 
have you And they would share their ideas 
Their idea was the Olympics Those kinds of 
things They were very potent but they were 
unknown So that literally what these guys 
were doing their corporate strategies--and all 
corporate strategies—are twenty years ahead of 
public strategy Of public planning 
And policy 7 

And policy They influence the direction of 
which public policy is going to be eventually 
focused on 

How do they do that 7 

They do that because of corporate decisions 
They put together their strategies their 
policies and they go to government Local 
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government They say Look we're planning to 
build a plant over here and a plant over there 
There are our expansion policies Our expansion 
programs Pretty soon that begins to be 
integrated and they have the chambers of 
commerce 

They begin to integrate that into public 
policy formation which may be ten years ahead of 
public discussion So by the time the damned 
policy hits the streets xn the front page or the 
second page of the L A Times it's a fait 
accompli All we're having now is public 
discussions right 0 But it's a fait accompli 
All we're talking about is maybe adjusting the 
margins a little here and a little there and 
putting out the limosna [charity gifts] you 
know A little here and a little there 

The [Saul] Alxnsky strategy understands 
that Look the corporate structure is really 
the bottom-line power broker in society The 
media and government are the transmitters of 
decisions It's almost Marxist in its 
approach But he said If you really want to 
become powerful and have power go after the guys 
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that pay them Don't beat on the cops Because 
the cops are also part of the vehicle that 
transmits the decisions into public policy 

Now in the Southwest where I do my tours 
my one-to-one's [meetings] or I get into a 
state I begin to ask the question Well who 
are the key decision-makers in this town 7 And 
I'll always find a group If I only talk to the 
Chicano leadership they can always tell me who 
it is And it's always a cohesive little 
group I don't care In Clovis New Mexico I 
found the Clovis 50 
[Laughter] 

In Roswell [New Mexico] it is built around the 
owner of Atlantic Richfield Oil who is the 
largest landholder in southern New Mexico And 
sucking up the land 7 In El Paso there's a 
group In San Antonio there's a group In 
Houston there's a group Everyplace has a 
group What I try and do is get people to think 
about that and go after them To hell with the 
mayor Go after the owner of the bank The 
publisher of the newspaper You know those are 
the decision-makers 
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Anyway that's what we were looking for 
here We found the Committee of 25 We also 
found that a number of the members of the 
committee what they did was they avoided the 
[limelight] Another thing we understood about 
these guys was they hated publicity As 
innocuous as their grouping was I mean it 
wasn't illegal But they hated publicity So 
one of our strategies This is where we got 

in bad At least I got in bad with Art 

Torres And to this day Art Torres does not 
like talking to me We held our first 
convention the UNO convention at the Shrine 
Auditorium 
Right 

We said Damn We need an enemy We need a 
focus Just to come together to form 
Like the Moratorium There was lots of 
confetti Big fucking deal It didn't mean 
shit The organizers didn t want to bring 
together a group of people unless we were going 
to pick a fight Every time we begin to bring 
together a group of people you've either got a 
firm course of action or pick a fight Give 
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direction So we worked on it And we worked on 
it We figured All right Give direction 
We figured All right If we're really going to 
jump up and make notice m this town let's pick 
the biggest fight we can think of The 
Committee of 25 Who runs this town 1 ’ Who runs 
LA? Well we found the Committee of 25 Who 
runs the Committee of 25 9 Well there was a 
guy Hawley [Philip M ] Phil Hawley And 
there were two or three guys who ran the 
Committee of 25 And they hadn't begun to form 
By this time they were becoming a little 
more formal A little more formal So we found 
out who the twenty-five were got their pictures 
and what have you And we started calling for 
meetings with the Committee of 25 

We started calling for meetings And they 
would say Why don't you talk to this person 9 
They wouldn't meet with us So we told him that 
we were going to hold our convention We were 
going to announce that we were going to begin to 
negotiate with the Committee of 25 on behalf of 
the people and the families of East Los 
Angeles And we wanted their participation xn 
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bringing investments into East Los Angeles 
Better to invest in East Los Angeles than to have 
to pay through the nose in taxes for police and 
for this and for that And we started preparing 
our convention 

We kept pushing this and pushing this And 
they kept holding us off and holding us off 
Finally we sent them a telegram I forgot to 
whom we sent that telegram I remember one 
evening—I think two or three days before the 
convention—we got Hawley on the phone He 
wouldn't talk to us in person We got Hawley on 
the phone No He couldn't talk to us 

Next thing we know we get another phone 
call from Art Torres Art Torres is saying My 
good friend Phil Hawley asked me to call you He 
thought it would be a good idea if we If I 

and you --not meaning me Richard Martinez but 
UNO leadership— would get together and talk 
Then I would talk to them I would transmit to 
the Committee of 25 and Phil Hawley you know 
your concerns Then we could work together I 
could work for you on this 
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Yes 

Did that surprise you 7 

It surprised me a great deal 

Why 7 

Well I didn’t expect Art Torres to pop up with 
corporate America I knew he had been [supported 
by] Karabian and all that But all of a sudden 
he popped up m a level that's beyond I 

couldn’t even think [of] I mean here was this 
guy This guy was moving 
He was very young at the time 
He's very young I said Son of a 
Your junior 7 

Yes I said Son of a bitch He's owned by 
somebody else Remember The Godfather 7 The 
book 7 Or the movie 7 The advice from the father 
to the son when he was dying 7 He said The one 
who comes to see you and tries to talk about a 
negotiation he's the traitor I always 
remember that one Up pops Art I said Oh 
son of a bitch [Laughter] Oh Lord have 
mercy on my soul So we said no We couldn't 
talk to him We needed to talk to Hawley 
personally And Art made a couple more 
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attempts We said No We want them out And 
we're going to announce it They could either be 
allies or enemies So came the day of the 
convention We got to the convention and people 
were starting to come in and what have you 
You had about five thousand people at that 
convention 7 Is that right? 

Yes Five to seven No answer from Committee of 
25 So Fine Let’s go for it About ten to 
fifteen minutes before the convention started m 
walked Art Torres Frantic Absolutely 
frantic We saw him coming in from the 
station Because we were getting things ready up 
at the station So myself and [Daniel] Dan Saenz 
were assigned to go talk and block him Not let 
him get to the leadership 
Who was the leadership at the time? 

The leadership was [Reverend] Luis Olivares 
Father Luis Olivares 7 

Yes What's her name 7 Gloria Chavez who was 
from St Lucy's [Catholic Church] Gloria 
Chavez Father Olivares Father [Pedro] 

Villaroya Lydia Lopez A number of folks 
And of course the lead organizers The lead 
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organizer was Peter Martinez 
Who? 

Peter Martinez Great guy Great organizer 
Big man big heart So Dan S&enz and I went out 
and I went up the aisle to meet him And he 
said Look we need to talk We don't need a 
confrontation They don't want a confronta¬ 
tion So I said Art we want to talk with 

them He said But I can tell them Let's 

talk right now I will then get on the phone and 
talk to them immediately ' I don't know who he 
was referring to And we can work something 
out We can work up a meeting this and that 
We said No We want to talk to them Art I 
said to him Art don't get in the middle 
You're only going to get trampled on Don't get 
in the middle We're just not going to talk 
So he left 

Ever since then Art has been really distant 
from me I don't know That's his style 
also I mean he's a loner And he's distant 
anyway So I don't know if he still carries that 
with him or not It may be a little hubris on my 
part to think that So the Committee of 25 
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Did you ever make connections with them 7 
Oh yeah The very next day [Laughter] 

So you announced it at the convention 7 
Oh yes We went public with the Committee of 
25 We went public with the Committee of 25 
And we said We want them These are the men 
who run Los Angeles We named them all Wham- 
wham-wham-wham And we had the media there and 
what have you 
Do you have that list? 

No If I do I have it in some boxes 
somewhere The L A Times played it down a 
little see because it was But they 

called boy The next day Let s meet You 
want to talk 7 Let’s meet And we began a long 
relationship—working relationship—with the 
Committee of 25 Butter couldn’t melt m their 
mouths fast enough They started working to keep 
our mouths shut Because they didn't want the 
exposure And we knew their biggest Achilles 
heel corporate CEO's hate to be in the 
limelight Hate with a passion to be in the 
limelight It's not a matter of going after them 
and beating on them It's just a matter of 
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getting them in the public arena 

So what was a working relationship* 7 Who got what 
from whom* 7 

Who got what from whom? 

What kinds of 7 

First what we wanted was a relationship Then 
we started building small little steps The 
whole idea was to build in steps not to take 
major jumps I don't remember what those were 
about See this was in late October of 1980 
thereabouts I left shortly after that So I 
don't remember But I do know they began to take 
steps They got them into some of these school 
partnership programs and corporate connections 
and what have you The Committee of 25 then 
changed their names to the Community Committee 
[Laughter] Because finally they were out in the 
open So they had to come up with something 
Several of them would come to our We got 

them into our meetings on I think drugs and 
gangs At the time gang violence And they 
were going to be supportive I really don t know 
how much more Then they [UNO] began to hit them 
up for what we used to call our money strategy 
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where we would get them to invest in UNO 
Into the organization or into projects of the 
organization ' 7 

No There are no projects And IAF kept the 
operational projects IAF learned its lesson 
with CSO and several other groups Never to 
allow your organizations to become project 
oriented Always remain advocacy Let somebody 
else [do that] Tell them ' If you want to do a 
project do it with some other group We would 
make sure that the money came in and another 
group got it But never let Always be an 

army Never be a government 

If you look at them they don’t run any 
projects Nothing It's the death knell 
That's what happened to CSO It' s the death 
knell of good organizing—organization--to begin 
running projects And it s in the best interest 
of government and institutions to get you to 
start running projects 

Some people have identified that as one of the 
downfalls of the UFW [United Farm Workers Union ]' 7 
True 

Running clinics and that sort of thing 9 
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Probably Probably If they had remained an 
advocacy group they could have gotten the 
clinics going And they wouldn’t have had to 
take on the whole [thing] [They could 

then] concentrate on being a frontline labor 
union That would have set trends for other 
labor unions But they became like other labor 
unions [Laughter] They provided goods and 
services 

So tell me what connection did you keep--or do 
you know—that UNO kept if at all with 
Californios Tell me your impressions 
To my knowledge—and if they did--I don't know 
it 

All right 

I don't know if they kept any connections with 
Californios Or had made any connections The 
connection was only through me What Richard 
[Santillan] was saying was Look these guys 
started us They put us together And they want 
to help us Help us Mexicanos 
Put us together 7 
Yes The Rose Institute 
The Rose Institute Right 
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On this basis the Democrats really were not 
interested in giving us any districts Because 
that means they had to give up some of their own 
people and it was going to be a brawl The 
Republicans on the other hand would guarantee 
us districts More districts Or would help us 
get more districts In return what they wanted 
us to do was not to help them get more 
Republicans elected but to help us get people 
elected who would be at least more receptive and 
approachable by business More business-oriented 
elected officials whether Democrats or 
Republicans 

That was the trade-off? 

That was the trade-off To me that was 
After going through it with the Committee of 25 
and all that what I *ve seen and I began to 
understand about how power operates I said no 
I don’t know if I said it to Richard or thought 
it to myself That's a code word for 
Republicans Their interests in the long run 
were not going to be our interests Our interest 
in the community I don't mean our interest with 
Democrats or what have you but the Mexicano 
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community interests were not going to be their 
interests Their legislation was not going to be 
our legislation 
All right 

Not until later did I begin to realize This is 
what my understanding from Willie [Velasquez] is 
that if you help your enemy get in become 
powerful there are two negatives Your enemy 
will screw you Your allies will abandon you 
And if they ever get back into office heaven 
help you 

You lose either way 

You lose either way So at the time it was an 
easy decision for me to say No I'm doing this 
now I really don't want to be part of something 
like that I see some negatives in it And I 
just really have no interest in it 1 He left the 
offer open He wanted me to just go out take a 
ride out and take a look at what they had and 
what the operation looked like Then I heard 
about Californios beginning to crank up 
As someone that has been involved in politics for 
a long time and someone that consequently went on 
to become part of a rather dynamic effort--which 
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we'll talk about later—let me ask you some of 
the questions that they asked their own members 
at the end of that effort to try to assess what 
if anything Californios had accomplished You 
give me your assessment would you 7 What do you 
think were the political strengths of the 
Californios for Fair Representation 7 
After or 7 

During and after as a result of their efforts? 
Well you have to evaluate it on the bottom 
line The bottom line are two questions Did we 
increase either the number of districts that 
Mexicanos could get elected in or Mexicanos 
could be competitive or Latinos could be 
competitive in? And were we left with any kind 
of organization 7 An organization I define by 
Are you left with people 7 The answer to the 
two questions is no They got nothing more 
They got nothing new Or they got nothing 
better And they had no one left afterwards 
They were all burned out They began to be 
fractured They were one-issue oriented I 
would say what they had gained was a great deal 
of publicity They had taken on actions and 
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activities They had a feeling and rightfully 
so a feeling of being active Activists gaining 
recognition Gaining this and gaining that 
When it comes to the bottom line they didn’t 
gain m the two key categories Nothing new was 
created and no one was left 

What were their weaknesses 7 Their mam political 
weaknesses? 

Their main political weaknesses were several 
First of all they were single-issue oriented 
They brought together a diverse group of people 
who had m many instances no other commonality 
other than the need to gain something out of 
redistrictmg on the front end On the back end 
even that began to fall apart because of the 
realities Secondly they did not look at 
history and learn from history 
What do you mean by that 7 

The history was 1970 We stuck it to Willie 
Willie Brown 7 

Willie Brown He was the chair of the 
[Reapportionment and Elections] Committee He 
lost the whole thing Second time around he 
learned He wasn't going to make the same 
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mistake So that meant that people who were 
going to take on Willie were going to have to 
come up with a unique strategy Do something 
different Do the indirect Get reactions Do 
something unexpected Go outside the experience 
of your opposition Go to organizing strategies 
and techniques Always operate from the outside 
experience They operated from inside the 
experience of the opposition Willie was waiting 
for them 

Do you think then what for Willie Brown appeared 
at that time to be snafus statements to the 
press [like] They're nice people but they 
don't vote those were deliberate on Willie 
Brown's part 7 

Otherwise it could have been hubris in trying to 
send them a message It ain't shit I got 
you But even then they were not able to 
leverage an enemy and leverage that into getting 
Willie Brown to come their way They could never 
get Willie Brown to really react to them To 
give them any leverage or be able to follow up on 
the reactions that they did get 
You don't think that Willie Brown assigning 
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Richard Alatorre was a response to any of that 7 
It could have been more of a reaction to 1971 as 
much as it was a reaction to the Californios you 
know Also from what I vaguely remember m 
Californios they did not have their litigation 
groups early on the strike When we moved in 
'71 even though we moved at a relatively late 
date—I think--we moved with attorneys It was 
essentially more law-student attorneys and 
activists that moved together So we were making 
legal moves at the same time 

Even then we were low key but we were 
outside their experience They had never never 
experienced what we went after them with With 
the lawsuits and the attorneys and civil 
rights They weren’t ready for it They were 
off-balance at all times on it They could not 
come off their political thinking and think in 
terms of constitutional violations 

In 1981 they adjusted for that They said 
Well okay How do we keep ourselves legal 7 
What do we need to do to keep ourselves legal 7 
Here comes that monster computer operation that 
they set up They invested money at Caltech 
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[California Institute of Technology] And they 
invested money I mean they—both the senate 
and the assembly--came up with big bucks The 
senate Democrats and the assembly Democrats came 
up with big bucks Each one went off in their 
own direction to create their own operation so 
they could make sure that they had a plan that 
would stand the test The political and the 
legal test Then Californios went after them 
with a battering ram You know You can't do 
that That’s not right Well of course they 
could not do that It was not right Shit It 
was an ambush They didn't stop and think And 
they didn't look at that I can't fault them 
because who was saying that 9 I didn't hear 
anybody saying that to them Hey hold on 

Hold on Hold on Hold on So these 

observations are from the sideline 
Go ahead 

Californios got reactions They did the sit- 
ins They did more statewide organizing and 
publicizing than we did in '71 They got more 
people involved from different communities than 
we did Far and away more people in law They 
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had a better base than we did They had the kind 
of things that could have done a hell of a lot 
more But [they] also didn't do their homework 
In what sense 9 

In preparation (a) Looking at history Being 
ready These guys are ready for us What do we 
have to do to go outside their experience 9 (b) 
What is the reality of statewide 
reapportionment 9 The reality of statewide 
reapportionment is that some of these counties 
and communities that you're asking to participate 
aren't going to get shit from this stuff The 
reality is Stockton isn't going to benefit 
Merced isn't going to benefit Oakland isn't 
going to benefit San Francisco isn't going to 
benefit You know these places just don't have 
the damned base If you really want to do 
reapportionment we've got to look at litigation 
that goes beyond statewide reapportionment 

So what happened after they got into the 
battle And they told me this afterward 

They said The guy is m the midst of the 
battle When they came up with their plan 


there were other parts of the state—other 
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areas--where Chicanos said No We don't like 
this What happened to us 7 ' So then began their 
own problem internally and they weren’t prepared 
for that Maybe they couldn't have seen that 
coming But we know that now They know how 
we're going to handle it in the statewide 
[reapportionment] We just have to come out and 
say This is reality You know one of their 
strategies was integral to the county level But 
they didn't have the resources then to begin to 
service the county operation Anything in the 
county So they degenerated into an L A 
effort And the rest of the state went in 
different directions And nothing happened 
So many people that I've talked to contend that 
m fact the groundwork was laid for future 
efforts in places like San Diego in places like 
San Jose in some places m the [Central] 

Valley You don't think that happened 9 
No What has occurred was San Diego didn't go to 
single-member districting until after San Diego 
got sued under the Voting Rights Act badly ^ It 
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was an xnept lawsuit People at San Diego called 
us in They went over to San Antonio to ask 
Willie for help I mean it didn’t lay the 
groundwork over there They haven't changed the 
county one bit The city just changed by ballot 
last year It had nothing to do with what 
Californios did 

Is this the same case in Watsonville and m 
Pomona [California ] 9 Is that right 9 
Yes But It was Southwest [Voter 

Registration and Education Project] 

Where it took 
Or to MALDEF 9 

Where it took legal [action] 

Yes 

Action after that whole [1981] reapportionment 
effort 9 

Yes That was the reality The reality is if 
they really wanted to do something they should 
have started suing the counties early on They 
should have gone—not after L A County It s 
too expensive I mean MALDEF is taking a 
trashing on this one They have got to win Or 
I don't know what the hell is going to happen to 
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MALDEF I mean they have spent [big] bucks and 
they're in the hole I tend to think that 
they'll survive But it's really going to cost 
them I would have said Go after Kern 
County Sue Kern County Slam dunk It's a 
south Texas county It's an accident waiting to 
happen It's cheap Winnable You set the 
precedent All you need is one place to set the 
legal precedent in the state And others become 
easy meat So by the time you [sue] Kern 
County Kings County Monterey County then L A 
it's all done They have no legal standing Not 
a foot to stand on I've seen this happen m 
other states so I'm not theontizmg on how the 
strategy would work 

I don't know of a redistricting--the 
creation of redistricting—in California since 
1970 or '71 that owes its life or its occurrence 
to Californios MALDEF and Southwest Voters came 
to the decision independently As a matter of 
fact the history would be known When we filed 
on Pomona and Joaquin [Fajardo] filed on 
Watsonville the week that we filed on Pomona 
And frankly I think we should have 
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filed on Salinas Inside the office of Southwest 
Voters there was a debate My position was We 
file on Salinas It’s an accident waiting to 
happen It's typical Texas It's our meat 

And Salinas was because the history proved me 
out on that one 

When you say typical Texas 1 what do you mean 9 
The history 
Of south Texas 9 

The history Not only the political but the 
sociological history of those communities has a 
very clear parallel to San Antonio Hondo 
Crystal [City] McAllen [Texas] All those towns 
down there I mean you walk through them and 
it's like walking through south Texas You 
listen to the Mexicanos m that area You can 
change the place change the names change the 
dates but their history is the same Redneck 
Grower controlled Clear exclusion The 
newspaper I mean it's amazing how close in 
many ways Texas is to California and California 
is to Texas These things called our urban 
areas San Francisco L A and San Diego are 
trap ghettos Because the good life is here 
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You get out of these towns and out of L A and 
kiss it off 

So the urban areas of California are sort of 
anomalies to the rest of the state? 

Yes Anomalies I would call them trap 
ghettos 
Trap ghettos 

You get out of here and boy it ain't happening 
no more the way it happens here Anyway Willie 
myself Rolando Rios—our attorney—we came into 
a meeting with Ramona Ripston at the ACLU 
office At that time I had a couple 
conversations with the president [R Samuel] Sam 
Paz I said Look Sam We want to come in 
We want to do these lawsuits How about ACLU 
joining with us maybe through resources or what 
have you 9 Because we didn't have a lot of 
money ACLU said That's a great idea Este y 
el otro And he set up meetings with Ramona 
Ripston Now Ramona being a real tough 
dominant executive director—I think--towed Sam 
back in the line Because we had this meeting 
and in the meeting was Ramona and John [E ] 
Huerta--at the time the director of the L A 
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office for MALDEF So we went into the meeting 
asking for their participation m the 
litigation [Based on] Section 2 [of the] 
federal Voting Rights Act And we said We can 
really begin to move Pomona " We had a couple of 
other small towns 
What year was this 9 
Nineteen eighty-five 
Okay 

Ripston said to us Well we really don't agree 
with that We really don’t see any value m 
that We see a value of going through state 
courts because the state courts will be better 
for us Maybe being from California and having 
had the Texas experience I said It doesn t 
make a whole hell of a lot of sense Of course 
I started getting angry at that point Because 
here was this Anglo telling us you know we 
didn't know what the hell we were doing I said 
(a) I’ve seen this litigation The federal 
courts are working with us It's working for 
us And then (b) in California we haven’t 
won—using state constitutional law--one lousy 
case How many cases has the ACLU brought 9 I 
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know the ACLU brought the San Jose [case] I 
know ACLU brought the Pasadena [case] I know 
ACLU has tried all these others Whittier You 
haven't won one Here we have a proven track 
record on Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act We 
can do it here in the state of California And 
we have the experience Let's work together and 
do this She just said Well frankly we ve 
made the decision haven't we John' 7 
John Huerta 0 

Yes And my blood just went right to my head 
We decided that our strategy was to work the 
state courts That s what we're going to do We 
have no interest m working the federal 
courts So Willie told me to calm down 
That's fine Real good Bye So I said If 
you keep an eye on these lawsuits and if you 
ever feel that this is what you need we can work 
together Let's do it So we left So she 
told us to take a flying jump Huerta was there 
with them and he agreed with her Yes That's 
right We agree So we filed Pomona So there 
was nothing Nothing going on m the state 
generated out of Californios or anything that was 
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aimed at changing the way redistricting and 
reapportionment was occurring There was no 
leftover from Californios that I could perceive 
in 1985 

VASQUEZ What then are the lessons of the Californios 
experience do you think* 7 

MARTINEZ One is to clearly go outside their experience 

Do your homework Figure out what is it that's 
going to make the difference in getting a 
reaction 

[End Tape 4 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 4 Side B] 

MARTINEZ Get ourselves into a leverage position with the 

decision-makers and go after the decision-makers 
early on Get a leverage position with them so 
that we are in a negotiation position Because 
if we don't If we can at least get into a 

negotiation position we're always free to say 
We don't like what you're negotiating and we 
can sue That means presume the worst and 
prepare for it and get yourself into a 
negotiative position That's one Secondly 
make sure that you can pull together an 
organization—an organized effort—that ensures 
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that there s something in it for everyone Or 
there’s something in it for a majority of 
people And keep the folks together Three 
keep all the process in the public arena Don't 
ever let it go behind doors 
Why 7 

Because of two things One behind doors is 
where power people find their own turf They can 
make promises to you They can say things to 
you but they don't have to keep them Richard 
J Daley was a classic master on that And you 
can bitch and moan in the public arena He said 
this Or they said this And they backed 
off So 7 Keep it m the public arena Make it 
clear Make it precise Keep it public 
Because if they can't say it in the public arena 
then you ain't got shit And you know what you 
got What you're up against Define 
All right 

I also learned if you're going to go into the 
fight make sure you got the tools with which to 
fight with the expertise the litigation the 
machines [Then] your opposition will at least 
begin to think that you are capable of carrying 
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out your threat The threat may be more powerful 
than the act But they've got to believe that 
you're capable of carrying out the threat 
Otherwise they ain't going to take you 
seriously 

We're going to have a hard time even m 1990 
getting them to take us seriously That's why I 
have pursued the idea of making sure that we 
increase our voter turnout in the November 
elections by at least 2 percent of the total 
state turnout We've got to have all our cards 
on the table and say We can do what we say we 
can do We've got the attorneys We ve got the 
expertise We've got the law We've got the 

equipment We've got the vote And if we don't 

get anything from you we're going to take your 
ass to court And we're winning now You see 
Watsonville’ 7 You see L A County? You've got to 
get pre-clearance We ve got the courts on our 
side What do you got 9 They'll say Well 

we've got line-drawing Fine See you in 

court That will drive Willie Brown right up 
the wall because he'll know that the courts will 
be more willing to go with us More willing If 
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the L A County lawsuit [goes] our way we're in 
a good position to say Hey the federal courts 
are with us C'mon Let's do it 

And if it doesn t? 

We had better put our heads together and come up 
with another point of leverage [Laughter] 

We've got to increase our voter turnout 5 percent 
of the total state turnout From 7 to 12 percent 

of the total state turnout so we can scare the 
Democrats What we have to really supersede 
right now Our opposition is not so much 

Willie Brown—per se Willie Brown—in and of 
himself It's the Democratic caucus in the state 
legislature These are the incumbents If the 
leadership begins to give away too much they 11 
take it away from Willie They'll crush his 
head Because they're talking about survival 

So we've got to be able to put Willie into a 
position where he can turn around and say to his 
caucus Hey guys I don't know what you want 
me to do They can nail us Now either we're 
going to survive as Democrats or we're going to 
go down and get crunched by both these guys out 
here and the Republicans Which way are we going 
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to go' 7 We’ve got to put Willie into a position 
where he can say to his colleagues Hey what do 
you want us to do? Shall we all go down with the 
ship 7 But if we don’t put him in the position 
where he has to turn around he can keep saying 
to his caucus member Don’t worry guys We’ve 
got them We’ll take care of it Then we’re 
going to be screwed 

Was there any kind of structure—and maybe you've 
answered this—but is there any kind of 
structure experience or momentum from the 1981 
effort that has enabled you or other forces to 
have a better start m the 1990s? 

Yes I would say just the mere thought of all 
the confrontations is getting reactions out of 
Sacramento I get a lot of comments from people 
in the state capital Hey you're not going to 
involve Armando Navarro are you 7 Because we 
don’t want to get into that Because that tells 
me that they re concerned about getting beat on 
in public They re getting concerned about 
getting beat on 

What kind of people are you mentioning 7 
Legislators 7 
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We're talking about staffs Mostly staffs and a 
couple of state legislators A couple of state 
legislators They don't like Armando 
Why' 7 Because he keeps things in the public 
arena 9 

Because he beats on them and they don't like 
that They find that debilitating It also is 
that they think they cut deals with the guy and 
then he changes the rules on them and it just 
pisses them off They also had some bad 
experiences with him before the '81 I 

mean after the reapportionment Armando went and 
cut a deal with the senate president pro tern 
David [A ] Roberti for Southwest Voter 
Registration And he cut a deal with Voter 
Registration He took money from both of us and 
he did very little So the guy [stayed] out 
there with some money [Laughter] I mean not 
only are they concerned about him beating on 
them but they don't like him because he's 
hustled them He's hustled a lot of people But 
that's beside the point The other side of 
Californios is that Mexicano leadership remembers 
Californios and wants to see it kicked up a notch 
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and be successful But they see Californios not 
in the negative sense but they say Mexicanos 
got together Mexicanos got some kind of 
organizing Are we going to do this good or 
better' 7 As what Californios did 

So Californios has increased the need the 
awareness and the standards for how we should 
approach reapportionment In 1990-91 the fact 
that people remembered Californios—and it was a 
failure--but don’t remember 1970 and ’71—and it 
was a success--tells us that we never set a 
standard within our own community for them to shoot 
for You know we weren't as public If we had 
been more public we would have set a standard 
But as it stands you know no one remembers 
that Or very few people remember it I can’t 
say no one That’s an overgeneralization Very 
few people remember '70 and '71 But they 11 
remember Californios because of the high 
visibility and because it set--depending on who 
you talk to--either a high or minimal standard of 
what we should expect from ourselves 
But it did set a standard 7 


MARTINEZ 
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visibility that we have to We're obliged 

to be public attack and go after 

Here we are halfway through 1990 and it's hard 

to see such visibility in a reapportionment 

effort again 

Yes 

Why 7 I mean in the Mexican-Amencan community 
I tend to think that right now in the population 
as a whole the view of government or governance 
is very low The public in general distrusts 
people who govern and this debate about 
reapportionment Reapportionment and redistricting 
is not what I would call a hot issue m the 
lives of the public at large Most of the public 
at large doesn't know or doesn't care what 
reapportionment or redistricting means They see 
it as a self-serving—and probably a great deal 
of it is true—as a self-serving exercise They 
know that the thing called reapportionment goes 
along But they'll slough it off as Those 
politicians are just making sure that they keep 
their jobs It's a way of keeping their jobs 
and I don't want to hear about it 1 

It also sounds self-serving because it has 
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nothing to do with health care It has nothing 
to do with homeless It has nothing to do with 
education It has nothing to do with anything 
directly But it is probably the most important 
act m determining how those items are either 
addressed or not addressed to an extent And who 
and why and all the rest But that's not in the 
public mind 

What is in the public mind right now is 
elected officials have gone off the reserva¬ 
tion They’re corrupt They're this They're 
that So this whole exercise doesn't compute as 
well as it does with the political activist The 
political activist will understand it more I 
think also the media will play a role in saying 
Well so you do this Where's that different 
from Californios 9 What's new about you 9 What 
are you going to do that's news that we can 
write about 9 How are you going to make 
yourselves interesting 9 What are you going to do 
to be unique 9 The media will define a lot of 
[it] You know the media looks for 

controversy 

One of the reasons I think Californios was 
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so well loved by the media they sat in they did 
this este y el otro And the media is going to 
say to us Well what are you all going to do 9 
Things are only new once 

Yes I will say I ain't going to sit in in 
nobody's office man That's not a 
That's an act of powerlessness So if you want 
me to sit in somebody's office I’ll go sit and 
wait for an appointment Or I'll go for a 
meeting But you aren't going to find me taking 
these I mean an organized public action 

is intended to get a reaction But you've got to 
be unique It's like the pennies using pennies 
to get a reaction from the bankers in San 
Antonio You know jam them If I'm going to 
take a public action with the legislature it's 
like the old labor [movement] Stop them from 
doing business You want them to come to you and 
say All right What the hell do you want 7 
Let's talk We'll create leverage [But to] 
sit in their office they'll just go to another 
office and make their phone calls It's great 
publicity Stop the legislators from operating 
Legislators seem to have done that pretty well by 
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■themselves 

Yes So what is going to be our unique plan of 
action 7 At this point I don't know I tell 
you one thing we don’t have right now is we 
don't have an enemy We don't have a clear-cut 
enemy I think one of the things that's going to 
make this effort [difficult]—aside from the fact 
that we have got the attorneys and we'll be able 
to say We've got this we’re ready to go so 
c'mon let's fight —is that we need a fight 
Actually we need to pick a fight with someone 
who has leverage and has power It's going to 
have to be a Democrat at this point They're 
aimed at the rascals Don't let the rascals 
keep picking your pockets the way they are We 
want a citizen legislature blah-blah-blah- 
blah 

All the populist rhetoric from down the 
centuries is coming up This is the debate m 
the constitutional convention Don't trust 
government Especially don't trust those who 
govern So let's set up a government that 
doesn't allow them to become powerful This is 
a classic That's why the Democrats are on the 
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short end of the stick 
Who does it benefit 7 

Who's in power It benefits the Republicans 
It's still a partisan effort It's partisan 
What it's got us off-balance on is that there's a 
need to fight [Propositions] 118 119 1 So it 

carries with it two problems The first one is 
how do we attack 118 119 if either one or both 

of them pass 9 Only one of them—the highest vote 
getter is the one that passes--will be the law of 
the land up to that point We'll have to attack 
it m the courts If 118 passes which is the 
stupid thing of two-thirds vote it's going to 
be I think it's going to be relatively 

easy to attack It is a violation of the Voting 
Rights Act Proposition 119 the commission is 
going to be tougher to attack We'll be able to 
attack what they create 

Why 9 Isn't there a better argument against its 
real representativeness and accountability 9 If 
it is rather an elite operation in areas of the 


1 Propositions 118 and 119 (June 1990) failed 
addressing the state reapportionment process 
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political and social structure where communities 
like Mexican-Amencan communities have very 
little [influence] 7 

Well it sounds good It sounds good The 

problem is that the process by which you include 
minorities to ensure participation m the 
selection of the twelve members the este y el 
otro the commission is exclusive It's 
exclusionary because minorities only become one 
of a very large element of people that makes 
submissions of names If it hadn’t been for 
Southwest acquiring the kind of computer 
technology that we acquired the only groups and 
the only plans that body is really going to take 
a look at it are those plans that are submitted 
to it in total for the congressional state 
senate and assembly All these people who are 
going to send in Well this is for my area 
This is for my area Those staffs aren't going 
take a look at that Thousands upon thousands 
these little pieces of paper running across their 
desk They're going to take a look The only 
entities that are capable of pumping out 
statewide plans are those who can afford it The 



227 


VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 

VASQUEZ 

MARTINEZ 


Rose Institute the Democrats and the 
Republicans--unless the Rose Institute is going 
to pump it out for the Republicans--are the only 
ones who are going to be able to submit—Common 
Cause maybe will submit—statewide plans 
Will you be submitting 9 

We'll submit a statewide plan But it's only 
because we have got the computer The VAX 3300 
computer But that's the only thing In order 
to compete in this arena the way they’ve got it 
set up is you have to have half a million bucks 
to say hello in the game Minority organizations 
don t have half a million bucks for a one-time 
shot called reapportionment to invest m 
equipment or what have you 
How did you get your VAX 3300 9 
Digital Equipment Corporation 
In Texas 9 

No Out of Massachusetts Donated it It was 
done by leverage through [San Antonio Mayor] 

Henry Cisneros and Southwest Voters after the 
death of Willie as a way of helping 
Actually Southwest Voters Institute began to 
create a vehicle by which it could 
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institutionalize itself Become a more viable 

political research entity within the Mexicano and 

Latino community in the Southwest 

How is that different from the Rose Institute 

the California Roundtable Hewlett-Packard 

computers and that whole effort 9 

I’d like to think—and this is only my 

conjecture--the Rose Institute is really a 

vehicle for the Republican party The 

[Assemblyman Don] Sebastian! [Plan] that was 

proposed back in 1982 was put to a ballot 

initiative and passed and overturned by the 

state supreme court which was drawn at the Rose 

Institute I would have no doubt that the Rose 

Institute publicly promotes Proposition 118 

119 [Alan] Heslop stumps for it 

Right Has in the past as well 

Has in the past as well 

For a commission 9 

Absolutely We on the other hand--through an 
irony of life--Republicans don't like us because 
we register the wrong people I mean we don't 
register Mexicanos into the Republican party 
And I say Hey that 1 s not my fault That's 
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your fault When did you put up legislation 7 
When have you championed Mexicano causes and 
issues 7 People respond according to what you do 
not by what we do We're not going to go out and 
bust our asses for anyone who is not doing what 
we need to do We end up attacking the 
Democrats in court 90 percent of the time We 
sue Democrats and the Democrats don't trust 
us Alan Cranston Jerry Brown have all taken 
the position that Well Southwest Voters you 
know they're really more bipartisan They're 
really not focused on increasing the Democratic 
registration per se We really need to have 
something of our own So we're suing Democrats 
In 1970 and '71 we didn't sue the 
Republican caucus or [Governor] Ronald [W ] 

Reagan We sued Willie Brown In New Mexico we 
didn't sue a Republican governor We sued 
[Governor] Bruce King a Democrat In Texas in 
county after county in the state we didn't sue 
Republicans because there were no Republicans at 
that time in Texas They were an extinct 
species They were the dodo birds of politics 
We sued Democrats you know La Raza Unida 
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wasn't a reaction m Texas to the political 
process It was us kicking on the Democrats 
So you know in one way we're fortunate to be in 
that position We're not partisan In a very 
true sense we're not partisan 

So we're not going to be loved by the 
Democrats or the Republicans in this fight 
That's why we're different from the Rose 
Institute and all the others Because if 118 or 
119 fail we're going to sue Willie Brown 
That's who we're going to sue If it's a 
Democratic governor we're going to sue a 
Democratic governor you know That's who we're 
going to sue 

Let s get into an area now that I think is 
important to include in this interview That has 
to do with the organization that you now head as 
executive director of the Southwest Voter 
Registration Education Project 
Uh-huh 

Tell me how that effort got started if you will 
That was began as an offshoot of the National 
Council [of La Raza] At the time it was called 
the Southwest Council of La Raza It was based 
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in Phoenix Arizona On the board of Southwest 
Council of La Raza was a man named Maclovio 
Barraza Willie Velasquez was a staff person or 
had been a staff person I don't know the 
particular histories of it But there was an 
effort to include in the work makeup of Southwest 
Council of La Raza 
I'm sorry What year was this 0 
Oh this must have been 
* Seventy-four 0 

Earlier than that 'Seventy-three In the early 
seventies There was an effort to include in the 
work makeup of Southwest Council of La Raza an 
element of voter turnout There was a 
realization that a lot of what we do is not going 
to change We're not going to change policy 
We're not going to be having that kind of 
leverage unless we organize our vote We re just 
not getting the clout We're getting creamed 
We re getting creamed on education We're 
getting creamed on Our voice is not heard 

in anyplace where policy is created where 
decisions are made We need more political 
leverage and it's just not happening 
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Southwest Council did not want to do that 
Raul Yzaguirre I think—you should check with 
Juan Sepulveda on this--did not want to take the 
risk Because it was a risky situation So 
Willie and Maclovio and Arnold Flores and a 
few others decided Well let's create 
something Let's create an entity Let's do 
it Let's put together a pile of money and 
let's do it So they started to put together 
some money And they ran into a lot of problems 
of getting their incorporation I mean it took 
something like--what was it--thirty-eight months 
to get their 501(c)(3) That's a story in and of 
itself an interesting story because they had 
tried and tried and their paperwork was shifted 
from one place to another in the county 
Where did they try to file this 9 In Texas or in 
Arizona 9 

I don't know where they tried initially to file 
it I think it was Texas but their paperwork 
kept getting shifted First to the Dallas office 
of the IRS [Internal Revenue Service] then to 
the Seattle office then to the this You know 
it's like m jail When you get in jail the 
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best way to make sure they hold onto the prisoner 
is to just keep transferring him Until they get 
settled in one place [and you haven't been there] 
seventy-two hours So you've got them They 

can't find them They get lost in the system 
and you hold onto them So this is what was 
happening They got lost m the system So they 
were able to hold onto their paperwork 

Finally Willie and some of the others--and 
Mario Obledo was involved in this somehow--got 
ahold of [Congressman] Don Edwards Don Edwards 
begins to ask questions and create leverage And 
Willie ended up going to a D C meeting up with 
an attorney or somebody--I forget who--and they 
went to the IRS offices in D C They met I 
don't know if it was the commissioner the IRS 
commissioner or who They just called him on 
it They called him on it What is going on 
here 7 They got some information and they 
showed the guy the information Again Juan can 
give you a lot more detail on this The guy took 
a look at the information I think they got 
something from the Freedom of Information Act 
This was during the Nixon administration 
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The guy looked at the paperwork that was 
presented to him got up from his desk went over 
to his window stood there for a few minutes 
came back to the desk leaned over and he said 
They told me not to give you your papers Who 

told you? Well it came from upstairs So 
the Nixon administration had fought the creation 
of Southwest Voter Registration Project tooth and 
nail But by the time this information came out 
within I think two weeks they got their IRS 
papers just like that 

Willie had been working on a shoestring 
because he had been working in San Antonio They 
had been trying to develop it And they started 
at the Mexican-American Unity Council Offices of 
which Willie had been the past executive director 
of The first employee was Andy Hernandez This 
was back in the seventies—around '76 Yes 74 
76 And they had to start in five states Our 
IRS designation is called 501(c)(3) 49 45F— 

Section 49 45F—which stipulates several 
different kind of things One of those is you 
have to work in five states [for a] minimum every 
year Period You've got to work You've got 
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to show work in five states Meaning they had 
to operate in five states No if's and's or 
but's I think L A was one of those first 
projects to get going and to meet the 
qualification and what have you It didn't have 
a lot of money 

So they started out with a few projects 
Over the years they kept increasing increasing 
increasing to the point now where we've done 
about twelve hundred projects 
Explain or define to me what a project is 
A project is a voter registration drive built 
around five criteria (1) a committee of 
leadership Chicano leadership in that community 
has invited Southwest Voters to come in to 
organize to help them organize and build a door- 
to-door voter registration drive built around 
criteria (2) A hot local election Which means 
a Mexicano or Mexicana or Latino or Latina or an 
Indian is running in a close--perceived closed-- 
race either as an incumbent or a challenger 
against a non-Mexicano or Mexicana Mostly 
we re talking Anglo Against an Anglo In a 
tight race 
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Has there ever been a case when it's been against 
blacks 9 

We've always tried to work out a negotiation in 
those situations Or the leadership has always 
tried to work out a negotiation Nine times out 
of ten it's worked But it has happened It 
has happened 
Do you remember a case? 

What s the town 9 El Campo El Campo Texas Or 
as they say it down there [Uses drawl] El 
Campo El Campo Texas Mexicanos and blacks 
found themselves after a court approval each 
wanting to run after two districts Then they 
ended up having to run off against each other in 
one of the districts I don't remember what the 
outcome was but I remember that It didn't get 
ferocious so that was good In south Texas 
deep south Texas we would have that because in 
small towns there are sizable black populations 
and at the same time sizable Mexicano 
populations There tends to be periodic 
contentions over political office 

So we build around a hot local election 
We build it around a large volunteer base that is 
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generated by this local leadership committee that 
we work with And it's built around a low-key 
election A low-key drive Knowing the media 
language no buzz words Just simple 
straightforward door-to-door voter registration 
voter education Voter registration Keeping 
track of the record We’ve used the repetitive 
contact strategy of two to three contacts before 
election day And you target communities Doing 
all the basics The voter registration drives 
are anywhere from four to six weeks in length 
prior to the registration cutoff date or thirty 
days Whichever comes first prior to the 
election The registration cutoff date is a 
period of time that is normally about thirty days 
prior to the election date 

So if we run four-to-six-week voter 
registration drive up to that point and then 
that same body of people rolls over and repeats 
the process that they’ve learned m the Southwest 
Voter Registration drive effort in the same 
targeted communities— Get out the vote either on 
a partisan or a nonpartisan basis --they will 
increase the voter turnout of Mexicanos 
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significantly over their normal turnout for that 
kind of an election So we're really talking 
about anywhere from two- to three-month campaigns 
that look at voter registration as part of a get- 
out-the-vote effort It's not separate from get- 
out-the-vote Most folks see voter registration 
as voter registration then campaigns It 
can't be Because normally Mexicano voter 
registration done by candidates who run for high 
visibility offices—governor senator president 
or by political parties—are nothing more than 
cattle calls They put up their voter 
registration stands at K-Mart What' 7 Cinco de 
Mayo celebrations You never see us at Cinco de 
Mayo celebrations We have no booth up All 
those end up as cattle calls because the basics 
don 1 t change It doesn't increase voter turnout 
Are there any threshold numbers that you are 
required either by your status or that you impose 
upon yourself 7 

In terms of registration 7 

In terms of how many people you register How 
many people you get out to vote from any of this 7 
No Because each town and community is so 
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different I mean you can't say to Hondo 
Texas You've got to register two hundred people 
to vote There ain't that many folks 
[Laughter] So what is important is the number of 
volunteers that they get out the number of 
household contacts that they put together and 
the number of block workers that they can 
identify The basics are what you change The 
number of contacts that are made Those become 
the important numbers 

If we can build or train people how to 
build an effective organization that can make 
contact with voters the by-products become 
registration and voter turnout If we worry 
about registration then people normally end up 
gravitating to site registration and worry about 
only numbers Those numbers What happens is 
they let go [of] the basics And their voter 
turnout doesn't change Voter turnout is the 
key How many people came out to vote' 7 What did 
we do with our vote 9 Not how many people got 
registered How many people came out to vote 
So what you've got to do is to make sure they 
come out to vote You do the basics 
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What are the basics 7 

The basics are training volunteers how to make a 
personal contact and to listen and to do that on 
a repetitive basis Three contacts How to make 
those three contacts How to get past the buck 
fever of going up to a strange door and risk 
rejection How to train local leadership to 
recruit those volunteers How to train those 
volunteers How to retain those volunteers 
What do you do to keep volunteers happy 7 How do 
you ensure that you have got leadership 7 How do 
you recruit leadership into these efforts 7 How 
do you make sure that leadership does the job 7 
Who is leadership 7 How does leadership do the 
job of bringing in the volunteers and promoting 
the voter registration drive 7 

What kind of leadership are we talking about when 
we talk about leadership 7 

I normally define leadership in two ways There 
are persons that I call the known personalities 
These are people who make great speeches who can 
get up in a meeting and say things who end up on 
television or reported in the newspapers But 
they don't have a consistent record or reputation 
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of turning out people When it comes time we 
need five people They don't turn anybody out 
You can keep calling and calling but you am t 
getting squat from them 

Then there are people that I call 
leaders A good leader is someone [in that] 
context who can deliver organized money or 
organized people for the purpose of voter 
[registration] For our efforts we’re 

looking at people who can either turn out people 
organize people Somebody says 'I'll get you 
three people and they come up with three 
people that's a leader To me that's a leader 
Okay Go on 

All right So we tram people on that We also 
train them on how to build a voting base The 
door-to-door contact What do you say door to 
door 7 What are you asking for 7 What are you 
listening for 7 What kind of issues do we need to 
listen for 7 How do we identify the issues that 
draw the people out 7 Why don't people want to 
come out and vote 7 What do we need to do to 
prepare ourselves 7 All the basics of building a 
political machine How to recruit people or 
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block workers in -their home Just: to work their 
block and to build that kind of network out 
there How to retain that All those kind of 
things is the basic focus What does it take to 
become effective in leadership-building 
organization 9 Very basic stuff Very basic 
stuff But the political acumen—organizational 
acumen—has never been given to our people by the 
Democrats who are supposed to be our natural 
allies and who would benefit in large part from 
an increase m Mexicano voter turnout Never by 
the Republicans who need to seduce the 
Mexicans Never by any of our organizations 
because they don't have that skill 

The only organization that I know that has 
that skill is the IAF But they don’t want to 
get into the position of having to be considered 
owners of elected officials or being associated 
with partisan [politics] They've taken an 
apolitical role A holier-than-thou 
approach Now I may be criticizing but I'm a 
friendly critic because I know what they do I 
think what they do is the best organizing ever 
I mean to me there’s only one professional 
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organizing network in the country and that's the 
IAF Everybody who comes out of IAF if they've 
learned anything as a staff person I qualify 
them as a professional organizer Everybody else 
uses the label but I've never met people who 
have not come out of IAF who meet a standard 

There's are no institutions out there that 
are training people how to empower How to build 
power in our own community I don't know if it 
was Willie I think it was Willie I don't know 
where I got this but I tend to like the phrase 
and I don't use it in its conservative sense I 
use it in its real sense of empowerment No 
quiero que me den solamente que me pongan donde 
hay [I don't want to be given anything only 
placed near the source ] Why 7 Because I've 
always felt that if someone gives us things—like 
the Democrats or to a lesser extent the 
Republicans or the do-gooder liberals--not only 
do they regard us much less but they also 
consider us incapable They emasculate us and 
they disempower us as much as the conservatives 
do but m their own way 

If we take something and it's ours and we 
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own it and we create it and we leverage it they 
may not like it but they've got to deal with 
it They've got to contend with our power 
That's how we re going to make an impact on this 
country and this society If it's ours And the 
examples are myriad Raza Unida was an example 
in Texas IAF is an example I just had another 
example Well Watsonville The 

litigation That's ours Nobody gave that to 

us We took it We made them live 

One of Alinsky's dictums is Make them live 
by their own rules You'11 always nail them if 
you make them live by their own rules Make them 
live by their own rules There's the Voting 
Rights Act We'11 nail them And it's ours We 
took it Nobody gives it to us you know 
Reapportionment That's what I want us to get 
created I don't want anybody giving us 
anything We'll take it and it will be ours 
We have the record—published record--but what do 
you think the Southwest Voter Registration and 
Education Project has accomplished in the last 
fifteen years 9 

[Whistles] Oh [What it has] accomplished 
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directly has been the creation in Texas is the 
conversion of well over a hundred communities at 
the county city and school district level from 
at-large to single-member districting Which 
established the fundamental building block of 
political empowerment The opportunity to run 
your own The opportunity to have smaller 
districts where your vote counts And from there 
began the pyramiding process of beginning to put 
people into higher office and higher office and 
building that voting block Today I think 
essentially because of Southwest Voter Mexicanos 
in the Democratic primaries as a percentage of 
their registered and potential vote outvote the 
rest of the Democratic party 

Is it holding 7 I have heard criticisms that you 
can raise registration and even raise voter 
turnouts for one election but it's questionable 
whether that holds over a period of time 
Oh it does Yes There is definitely a 
complacency You win your first election 
That's the real [objective] out of an election 
right 7 


VASQUEZ 


[Laughter] 
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Then the next time it comes around many times we 
find out our Mexicano candidates lose or win by a 
tighter margin At that point what is really 
happening in my observation is that issue of 
representation Because when Mexicanos run the 
first time and win the issue of good education 
the issue of streets and drainage is not the 
core issue People want that But what they 
want is they want somebody in city hall the 
school board to get that for them 
Representation is a core issue After you have 
got representation that elected official that 
political infrastructure the Mexicano political 
infrastructure has a responsibility to begin to 
create the issues and make them stronger or up 
the ante with our own people to keep their 
interests They have a responsibility at that 
point It' s not that Mexicanos become 
complacent The issue that got them out the 
first time is no longer there Or is not there 
the way it was before Right 9 

So that’s what happens What else 9 
Southwest in New Mexico the lawsuit of Sanchez 
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v King 1 That was a Southwest Voter lawsuit 
In that one we forced the redistricting of the 
entire state legislature The direct result of 
that was that the conservative coalition was 
broken from the state legislature by Mexicanos 
who were elected to office out of the southern 
part of the state Where it was completely a 
redneck cowboy--even though they were Democrats-- 
we broke the coalition the conservative 
coalition m the state legislature 

[End Tape 4 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 5 Side A] 

MARTINEZ From that comes the two important changes m the 
state of New Mexico With the conservative 
coalition broken we get Ray Sanchez and Manny 
Aragon into the leadership respectively of the 
state house of representatives and the senate 
When [Toney] Anaya was governor because of that 
change m the structure of the state legislature 
the legislature passed mandatory single-member 
districting legislation that mandated that all 


1 Sanchez v King (D C N M 1982) 550 F Supp 13 
aff T d (1982) 459 U S 801 
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cities school districts and counties must 
convert to single-member districting above a base 
population threshold Anaya was waiting for the 
bill and signed it [That] changed the political 
structure and because of that when Greyhound 
Corporation came in and wanted to convert the 
state of New Mexico into a right-to-work 
Right to work' 7 

In the state Because they were building a 
factory in Roswell New Mexico to build buses 
The state legislator from Roswell Barbara 
Perrera-Casey led the fight of the state 
legislature to block the conversion of the state 
to right to work m her own backyard And she 
succeeded Greyhound Corporation and the 
Republicans m her district have gone out there 
two times already trying to knock her out [of 
office] with other Mexicanos [as candidates] 

And she has beaten them every time by wider 
margins The last time she beat them they gave 
up and they offered her I forget how many 
thousands of dollars to convert to the Republican 
party 

Is that right 9 [Laughter] 
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She told them to take a flying jump very nicely 
because she's a very nice lady But she told 
them to take a flying jump In community after 
community where Mexicanos began from our voter 
registration drive they started going into city 
council the school boards and then from there 
to county to state legislatures In Texas and 
New Mexico especially Some places in Arizona 
Gloria Molina is the product of our voter 
registration drives in the [California] assembly 
Explain that to me 

Well we sponsored a voter registration drive in 
her area in that district 
In her assembly district 

When nobody else would touch [her] with a ten- 
foot pole Willie said Screw it We're going 
in I wasn't there But that's the story 
There are two Mexicanos squaring off It's a 
good race These are good candidates Let's do 
it 

Was this when Ramy Gonzalez ran against her 7 
No No This was when Polanco 
Polanco Richard Polanco 

She ran the first time and knocked off Polanco 
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From that what has occurred is Willie’s legacy 
that we are having to contend with [We are] now 
seeing that Mexicanos in many states--outside the 
state of California but it’s going to happen in 
California within the next four to six years 
mark my word--are going to have higher voter 
turnouts as a percentage We’re going to have 
more and more elected officials And we are 
going to have to contend with the question How 
do we exercise the political power that we are 
now gaining 9 

We are now in the reality of not being 
powerless or excluded But we are in the process 
of increasing and gaining political power because 
of the lawsuits because of the registration 
drives because of increased voter turnout 
because of the increased [number of] elected 
officials that we're getting in multiplicities at 
the local level Now what do we do with that 
political power 9 Do we use the model of the 
people we replace and get seduced by the power 
very quickly 9 Or do we hold ourselves to a 
higher and better standard that we draw from our 
own character our own culture our own history 
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what we know of what the Constitution is supposed 
to be about the American principles of fairness 
and fair play and all those other principles 
that are fairly universal* 7 Do we become the 
advocates' 7 Because right now we’re the only 
advocates that work for constitutional government 
m the Southwest at this point Mexicans are 
Explain that for me will you* 7 Something you 
said off tape in an earlier sessions about 
Mexican-Americans especially in the Southwest 
being the real adherents of the democratic 
process 

That’s right It is something that we didn’t 
plan to [do] [but] has come about The Voting 
Rights Act was passed We realized early on that 
what was keeping us The greatest 

structural impediment to Mexicano political 
participation was that the entire southwestern 
United States was permeated with what we call at- 
large election systems at the county city and 
school district level That is called virtual 
representation Where a small community—a small 
section--can dominate everybody else and control 
the politics of the rest of those communities 
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In our case it was Anglos As a matter of fact 
it was the middle- and upper-middle-class Anglos 
of communities dominating the whole--the rest of 
those towns those counties those school 
districts Regardless of whether they were 
California or Texas California is not the 
liberal enlightened state that people portray it 
to be We found that that kind of barrier had 
its ramifications and the bottom line was that 
Mexicanos didn't vote And we were being blamed 
for not voting 

The Constitution says the government has to 
gain the consent of the governed That's the 
constitutional principle of this country It 
makes the government work It's right They're 
right They were right when they created it 
They are right now The Constitution is right 
But incumbents comfortable good ol' boy 
redneck liberal conservative incumbents want to 
control Mexicans Because Mexicans were good for 
their continuance And We'11 take care of 
them you know We 11 be their patrons 
Internal colonies and all those kind of rhetoric 


were there 
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Appointmentitis I think you called it 
Appomtmentitis We'll take care of them you 
know We'll give them a little of this and a 
little of that We'll give them EOP [Equal 
Opportunity Program] Real nice Let's give 
them the EOP you know What we began to do 
and I say we --I mean in the general sense 
MALDEF Southwest other attorneys groups--is to 
begin to attack that Attack the 'at-large 
And use the Constitution and the federal courts 
to force the governments within the southwestern 
United States at the state legislative county 
cities and school district levels to live up to 
the Constitution The basic fundamental 
principle of the Constitution of the United 
States Because they refused to We would ask 
them to 

The state of Texas even passed a bill giving 
any government in the state of Texas the option 
to go to single-member district They refused 
to None of them would go to it because they 
wanted to keep it their way You know If you 
let those Mexicans m you don't know what 
they're going to do It's either revenge or 
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incompetence They ain't going to be able to do 
it right 

So we had to attack them in the courts And 
by doing that in Texas in New Mexico Arizona 
California we find ourselves pursuing the 
legislation that we pursued here in California 
in New Mexico or what have you We pursued the 
defense of the Constitution's principles of 
consent of the governed Of fair representa¬ 
tion Of all those qualities that are held up 
high on the Fourth of July and then are put back 
on the mantle to gather dust the rest of the 
year We pursued that We forced governments to 
live to that To come back to that To live up 
to those standards There is no other community 
or body of people in the southwestern United 
States if you think about it right now that is 
[challenging] American society in those areas to 
live up to constitutional principle en masse 
[more] than the Mexicanos We are forcing 
governments m the United States to live up to 
the principles of and live by the Constitution 
Because they are blatantly violating it 


[End Tape 5 Side A] 



